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Egomania: Oasis brothers Noel and Liam Gallagher following in the footsteps of George Harrison in Abbey Road Photomontage: Jonathan Anstee 
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■-George Harrison thinks Oasis, 
who have acknowledged the 
Beatles as a source of inspira- 
kffi for much of their music, are 
tical “rubbish”. 

■And the Spice Girls? “The 
thing about them,” he tokl 
— jch newspaper, “is that you 
'Can look at them with the sound 
turned down". 

"The es-Beatle, aged 54, was 


giving an interview to Le Figaro 
to promote a new album. 
Chants of India , by his friend, 
the .virtuoso of the sitar, Ravi 
Shankar. Harrison produced 
the album. 

Asked whether he enjoyed 
groups such as U2, Texas and 
Oasis, he replied: “Rubbish! 
They aren't very interesting. It’s 
OK if you’re 14 years old. I 
prefer to listen to Dylan.” 

“You know what irritates me 
about modem music, it’s all 


based on ego. Look at a group 
like U2. Bono and his band are 
so egocfentric ... The more you 
jump around, the bigger your bat 
is. die more people listen to your 
music ... The only important 
thing is to $ell, and make money. 
It's nothing to do with talent" 
The Beatles, he said, “had a 
value which will last forever. 
Ibday there are groups who sell 
lots of records and then disap- 
pear immediately. Will we 
remember U2 in 30 years? Or 


the Spice Girls? I doubt it. The 
good thing about them is that 
you can look at them with the 
sound turned down." 

Harrison, who has not made 
a record of his own for five 
years, told Le Figaro that he was 
“still writing songs. 1 might go 
into a studio next winter. 1 
would like to record a g ain with 
the Travelling WQburys. But 
Bob Dylan is not well. I’m 
going to see him soon." 

Leading article, page 13 



The original Abbey Road 


A portrait of a nationwide 
spending spree emerged yes- 
terday from figures indicating 
record car sales in the R- regis- 
tration bonanza, a widespread 
boom in house prices rippling 
out horn London to the regions, 
and a surge in imports of cars 
and other consumer goods. 

The reports suggested that 
share windfalls, resulting horn 
building societies converting to 
banks, are fuelling the biggest 
consumer boom since the late 
1980s, despite the recent inter- 
est rate rises. Car sales, house 
price inflation and growth in re- 
tail sales have all returned to 
their highest levels for nearly a 
decade. 

Sales of new cars in this 
year’s R-registration bonanza 
are likely to break the previous 
record for the key month of Au- 
gust by 20,000, according to in- 
dustry figures. The daily sales 
statistics, collected by the So- 
ciety of Motor Manufacturers 
and Traders, show ed a 16.5 per 
rent jump in total sales erf R-reg- 
isLraiion cars in the first 30 days 
of August, to 3S2.000. The fig- 
ures are better than even the 
most optimistic forecasts by 
car companies and dealers, and 
suggest sales for the whole of 
the month will reach 520,000, 
easily beating the previous Au- 
' gust peak of 500,112 during the 
last boom in 1989. 

But the August registration 
figures are also likely to show 
another rise in the proportion 
of imported cars. In the first sev- 
en months of 1997, imports ac- 
counted for two thirds of UK 
registrations, up from 60 per 


Average house prices lor England 
and Wales comparing AprfrJune 
1897 with the same period in 1 996; 


Type Average Price %rto 
1996 1937 

Dfched £106,005 £114,806 8-3 
Semi £81.359 £68,563 B.4 

1fcnaced£52J288 £50225 11-3 

Flat £83,460 £70.747 11.4 
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cent the year before. The turn- 
around is reflected in the alarm- 
ing slide in Ford’s market share 
to just 16 per cent, down from 
almost 22 per cent in 1995. 
Private buyers are increasingly 
opting for imported makes 
such as Renault, Fiat and 
Volkswagen. 

This August was only the sec- 
ond time that registrations have 
topped the half-a-nullion mark 
in tiie month. Private buyers, 
who were notoriously cautious 
last year about committing 
themselves to “big ticket" pur- 
chases like cars, have flocked to 
spend their windfall bonuses 
from building society conver- 
sions and takeovers. 

Trevor Film, chief executive 
of Fendragon, the largest UK 
dealer cham, said: “The wind- 
falls are one factor, bat people's 
minds are generally mortT set- 
tled about the economic situa- 
tion and job security has 
stabilised.” The picture of a na- 
tional .spending spree was 
fleshed out by the news that the 
North East is at the forefront of 
a widespread rise in provincial 
house prices that is beginning 
to show similarities to the hous- 
ing boom of nine years ago. 

Prices in the Hartlepool con- 
stituency of Peter Mandelson, 
the minister without portfolio, 
are now rising faster than those 


in London, according to official 
Land Registry figures. A Na- 
tionwide survey of house prices 
out tomorrow wfl] support the 
finding that other areas of the 
country are stajting to mirror 
the London trend. 

The Land Registry survey 
showed that in England and 
Whies as a whole, prices nose by 

8.9 per cent from the period of 
April to June 1996 to the cor- 
responding period this year. 

By comparison, the average 
increase in prices in Greater 
London was 12.8 per cent, with 
the average price up from 
£100,946 to £113358. 

Hartlepool prices went up by 

17.9 per cent in the year, more 
than any other area except 
Buckinghamshire, where prices 
increased by 253 per cent, and 
Staffordshire, where there was 
a 18.9 per cent increase. Alan 
Lakey, senior manager of 
Hartlepool estate agents. Man- 
ners & Harrison, said: “The 
more times people talk about 
Hartlepool the better for the 
town. It’s quite an exciting 
place." 

The Blair effect helped lift Is- 
lington prices from an average 
£121,407 to £149,905 (up 23.4 
per cent). But the once-impov- 
erished London borough of 
Tower Hamlets was revealed as 
the newfy-Cashionable quartier 
of the capita], with prices rising 
from an average £81,725 to 
£104342 (up 283 per cent). 

Other figures yesterday 
showed that Britain’s deficit in 
trade with the rest of the world 
climbed to nearly £lbn in June 
- the month the Halifax float- 
ed on the Stock Exchange— due 
mainly to a rapid increase in im- 
ports of consumer goods. 

Tkade figures, page 16 
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Police to investigate MI5 leak 


Diana denies criticism 

The Foreign Secretary stepped 
in to defend Princess Diana 
who caused a furore when she 
was quoted claiming the Tories’ 
handling of the landmines issue 
was “absolutely hopeless," and 
praising Labour. The princess 
denied the criticism. Page 6 
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Jason Bennetto 

r Cr ime Correspondent 


i= The he?ricf MI5 has asked Scot- 
land Yard ^investigate whether 
; one ; hs: Tprmer. agents has 
. breadfedtiie Official Secrets Art 1 
byrevealmg details of rop-lev- 
; , el surveiliance operations. 

The move follows a meeting 
i^esterday between Stephen 
. fLamfer,' the -Security Service’s 
L • director general and Jack Straw, 
;> theHome Secretary. 

• David Shayler, who_ spent 

• five'year5worfeingfbrMI5,iias 

; caused a political furore after 
•' ’cla iming that Security Service 
kept personal files on dozens of 


prominent Individuals ind tiding 
Mr Straw, Ester Mandelson, the 
minister without portfolio, Sir 


Edward Heath. tbe^mrerTbr^ 

4he Labour MP for Linlithgow. 
. Mr Straw and Mr Lander dis- 


and surveillance at yesterday’s 
meeting, which was described as 
“friendly and frank”. 

Detectivds from the Metro- 
politan Police's Special Branch 
are to investigate Mr Shayler, 
who is in hiding in Europe, and 
-wfil attempt to locate and in- 
terview him. Mr Shayler could 
face up to two years’ imprison- 
ment n found guilty of breaking 


the Official Secrets Acl The de- 
cision by MI5 to call on the po- 
lice in an attempt to stop Mr 
Shayler making any more 
damaging disclosures was im- 
mediately challenged by Liber- 
ty, the civil rights group, which 
has pledged to help the former 
agpmf fight any attempt to pros- 
ecute him. 

Mr Shayler’s revelations have 
rased questions about MIS’s ac- 
countability, and according to 
the former agent, show the or- 
ganisation's obsession with gath- 
ering information on harmless 
individuals. Under the Official 
Secrets Act 1969 it is an offence 
for any member of MI5 “to dis- 


close without lawful authority 
any official information about 
security or intelligence”. 

Any MI5 tapping of MPs’ 
telephones would have direct- 


telephones would have direct- 
ly breached assurances givea to 
the Commons by all prime min- 
isters over the last 31 years, 
writes Anthony Bevins. 
While Mr Shayler has suggest- 
ed that Sir Edward and Mr Da- 
lyell bad files opened on them, 
it it not dear whether this in- 
cluded telephone interception. 

Although a Committee of 
Privy Councillors reported to 
Harold Macmillan, then Tory 
Prime Minister, in 1957, that 
MRs were in exactly the same po- 


sition as any private dtizen in re- 
gard to the interception of com- 
munications, Harold Wilson told 
the Commons in 1966 that 
“the balance should be tipped 
the other way” and he had in- 
structed that there was to be no 


Bumper dope crop 

Moroccan farmers predict a 
bumper marijuana harvest this 
year. Up to 70 per cent of 
hashish entering Britain comes- 
from the remote and nigged Rif 
mountains in the north of Mo- 
rocco. Rage 8 


FailYou? 


A WORLD-FAMOUS 


memory expert, who has 
trained industrialists. 




tapping of MPS’ telephones. In 
1980 Margaret Thatcher 


1980 Margaret Thatcher 
confirmed: “as has each of my 
predecessors since that time, 
that the policy remains as stal- 
ed by {Sir Harold}." 

As warrants far telephone in- 
tercepts have to be signed bythe 
Home Secretary, lapping of 
MPs’ phones cannot have tak- 
en place - unless it has been 
done, illegally, without warrant. 
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trained industrialists, 
trades unionists, business- 
men, professional men, 
salesmen, housewives ana 
students to improve their 
memories, once said: 



Volcano drums up a storm in Edinburgh 


Charles Arthur 

^Science Editor 


fi&aentiBts have discovered an in- 
. trifiuing connection between. 
L Edinburgh and the tropics 
I which may explain Robin 
[ Cook’s abrupt interest in the 
{Tumbling Souffiere HBlIs vol- 

• cafio, now threatening to-bury 
•Montserrat. 

* According to new research, 
whenever a tropical volcano 


wflcncvcr a uwf*™ Vt-j- — 

blows its top, the city of Edin- 
burgh suff ers two cold, stormy 
winters - as do Mr Cook’s con- 
Raiments in Uvingston, just 13 

;mites west of the aty, where tins 
October the Commonwealth 


Heads “of Government Con- 
ference wfll‘ take place. . 

- Even though the tsro tacations 
are 4.000 miles apart, investiga- 
tions by Alistair Dawson, from 
Coventry University, and Kieran 
Hidcey, from St Patrick’s College, 

' Ireland, have found that Edin- 
burgh's meteorological records 

between 1770 and 1988 - the. 

longest in Europe -showa dose 
match between bad weather and 
tropical volcanic activity. 

The city is already famous for 
its strong winds, but the scien- 
tists found that its strongest 
storms occurred in the winters 
following. ^ three of tbe biggest 
volcanic eruptions on record. 


.'.For two winters after the 
-April 1815 eruptions ofTarnb- 
ora in Indonesia, and that of 
Rrakatoa in August 1883, Ed- 
inburgh endured gales of Force 
7 or stronger for 70 days of the 
year- twice the usual frequen- 
cy. The year after El Chi ebon 
erupted in Mexico, in March-. 
and April 1982, there were 
more than 5(1 days of strong 
gales recorded in the city. 

The connection is probably 
due to the enormous amounts 
of dust that volcanic eruptions 
can throw into the stratosphere. 
•Tbere. the dust circulates over - 
the Earth's surface and tem- 
porarily coofcthe surface below. 


TheMtPinatuboerrotionmthe 
Philippines in June lv9l lowered 
temperatures globally - not just 
on Scotland's east coast. 

•Why Edinburgh and its en- 
virons should be particularly 
chosen, to suffer is-nndear. 
Professor Dawson said the pre- 
. rise mechanisms “need to be in- 
vestigated". 

The Foreign and Common- 
wealth Office (FCO) said it did 
not know whether Mr Cook was 
already aware of the research. 
“Our immediate concern is the 
people in Montserrat* said a 
spokesman. “And L think Mr 
Cook would be sympathetic to 
bad weather anywhere." 
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cannot remember accurately 
everything they see, hear or 
read, but also because they 
cannot think or express their 


thoughts clearly, logically 
and concisely. Some seek 
advice, but many do not, 
mainly because they believe 
their memories cannot be 
improved.” 

Simple Technique 

And yet, he went on to 
explain, he has devised a 
simple technique which can 
improve even the poorest 
memory. What’s more, it can 
even work like magic to give 
you added poise, self-confi- 
dence and greater personal 
effectiveness. Everyone awes 
it to himse lf to find out more 
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ou may be able to imprint 
whole books on your memory 
after a single reading. Ton 
could be more successful in 
your studies and examina- 
tions. At parties and dinners 
you may never again be at a 
loss for appropriate words or 
entertaining stories. In fact, 
you could even be more 
poised and self-confident in 
everything you say and do. 

Free 

To acquaint all readers of 
The Independent with the 
easy-to-follow rales for devel- 
oping skill in remembering. 


we, the publishers, have 
printed full details of thiq 
interesting self-training 
method in a fascinating 
book, “Adventures in 
Memory”, Bent free on 
request. No obligation. No 
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about this method. 

Rapid Results 

According to this remark- 
able ™ an , anyone — regard- 
less of bis present skill — 
could, in just 20 minutes a 
day, improve his memory 
and concentration to a 
remarkable degree. For 
ggaTTipla, you need never far* 


and return the coupon on 
Page (you don't even need 
to stamp your envelope), or 
write to:- Memory and 
Concentration Studies (Dent 
IDM 37), FREEPOST jig 
M anchester M60 3DL. 9 
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Father thought children 
were just ‘playing dead’ 

The father of a teenage girl who hanged herself with her 10-year- 
old friend after a game went tragically wrong said yesterday that 
when he first saw them, he thought they were playing a game in 
which they pretended to be dead. 

Stephen Rogers described the moment he went into his 13-year- 
old daughter Claire’s bedroom and found her slumped on the bed 
with her playmate Daniel Gibbs, 10, standing against the bunk bed. 
They had a scarf tied around their necks. 

Mr Rogers, of Croxley Green. Herts, said: “They were playing, 
that is the bottom line. They had been out m the garden playing 
cricket. They came in for some dinner, had a couple of sandwiches 
and then went up to the bedroom. We assumed they were playing 
on the computer and making a camp out of the dining room 
furniture ia the bedroom where they were playing.” 

He added: ‘‘We're devastated. We can’t believe it. It is unreal, 
absolutely unreal." He denied reports that the children had died 
re-enacting a hanging scene from a Kevin Costner film. 

Jet catastrophe narrowly averted 

A catastrophe in the skies was narrowly avoided when two airliners 
carrying more than 300 people came perilously close to m ltirlmg 
after an air-traffic controller instructed the wrong pilot to descend, 
a report disclosed yesterday. 

two Heathrow-bound Boeing 757s jets were caught in a “stack" 
of airliners awaiting landing instructions, when one was ordered to 
descend - into the path of another. 

Fortunately, the pilot of the higher of the two planes spotted the 
danger and climbed to safety as the aircraft came within 400ft of 
each other. The pilot who took evasive action said there had been 
“a high risk of collision" and that a collision would have occurred if 
the weather over Biggin Hill in Kent had not been good. 

In a report on the incident, on November 22 last year, the Joint 
Airprox Working Group - which studies air misses - said it had 
been a "very serious” incident. Randeep Ramesh 

Heavyweight prices in Ali sale 

Robes and gloves worn by 
Muhammad Ali at the height of 
his boring career went on show 
to British fans yesterday, ahead 
of a unique sale of 
memorabilia. More than 3,000 
items linked to the former 
heavyweight champion are to 
be auctioned in Los Angeles on 
19 October. 

The collection, which was built 
up over more than a decade by 
an American busin essman , 

Ronnie Paloger, is expected to 
raise around £Lm. It is on show 
at Christie's in London until Sunday, before going to the US. 

The centrepiece is the gown he wore for the “Rumble in the 
Jungle" against George Foreman in Zaire in 1974, which was 
immortalised in the recent Oscar-winning film When We Were 
Kings. It is expected to sell for around £75,000. 

Drinks binge killed gay policeman 

One of the highest-ranking police officers to “come out” as gay 
hanged himself after a massive drinks binge, an inquest beard 
yesterday. David Baff. 33 - the Metropolitan Police’s youngest 
Detective Chief Inspector - drank a potentially lethal amount of 
alcohol on 4 May at the three-storey house he shared with his 
partner, fellow policeman James Baillee, then banged himself from 
a first-floor bannister. 

The coroner. Dr Stephen Chan, said that to most people it 
would appear an obvious suicide, but Mr Baff had drunk so much 
he would not have been capable of making a conscious decision to 
take his life. He recorded an open verdict on Mr Baff, of Mast 
House Terrace, MillwalL south-east London. 

Pathologist Dr Diane Cox told the inquest he bad a blood-alcohol 
level of 260 milligrams. The maximum for driving is 80 milligrams. 

BA clears pilots of safety breach 

Two British Airways pilots who were suspended after a five-year- 
old girl was seen in the cockpit of a London-bound jet have been 
cleared of any wrongdoing, it was announced yesterday. 

Captain Phil ’Higton and his co-pflot underwent an internal 
investigation after allegations that Emily PickersgiU pushed buttons 
on (he flight deck of a Boeing 757. 

“The two pilots have been cleared of allegations that they 
breached company safety regulations," said BA. It was satisfied 
passengers were not in danger on the August 16 flight from Nice. | 

Family voyage ends in disaster 

A familv who sold everything to sail around the world were 
dramatically rescued by a Royal Navy aircraft carrier as their yacht 
sank in mountainous seas. The couple, travelling with their six- ^ 
year-old son, issued a mayday after they ran into difficulties during 
atrocious conditions in the Bay of Biscay on Tuesday night. 

The signal from the family, who were travelling from Lowestoft 
to Gibraltar and were about 200 miles from the French coast at the 
time, was picked up about 60 miles away by HMS Illustrious. 

Chief Petty Officer Bob Saunders, who took part in the rescue, 
said: “They had sold up everything in the UK and were off round 
the world. They were going down to the Mediterranean first Now 
they have nothing." The names of the rescued family had not yet 
been released by the Navy. 




Tears as couple lose fight to 
adopt drug-addict baby 


A foster mother was in tears outside the High Court 
yesterday after she and her husband lost their fight 
to adopt a 14-morrtfi-old girl bom adcficted to hero- 
in and methadone. The judge praised the couple for the 
care they gave the child, who also has eczema, asth- 
ma, epilepsy and an allergy to dairy products. “I wish 
to pay tribute to the enormous contribution they have 
made to the baby’s future," said Mr Justice CazaleL “it 
is quite apparent that they love her, she laves them and 
they are wefl-bonded." 

Removing “Baby S" from their home would cause dis- 
tress, particularly to the couple's own four children, he 
said. But there were no grounds for overturning the de- 
cision of Cornwall County Council, which found the cou- 
ple were not suitable for adoption, despite the fact that 
the natural mother wanted them to have her child. The 
councB's adoption panel disagreed, partly because the 
father, also a drug addict, had objected to the family and 
threatened to disrupt the fostering arrangement 
Last month social workers went to the couple's home, 


Typist holds 
key to keeping 


A former typist has a tough new 
rote - coaching police officers to 
deal with trouble. 

Judy Cousins, 35, was picked 
from 40 other applicants - mostly 
men - to become Britain’s first fe- 
male civilian public order trainer. 
She will work with Northumbria 
police. 

Her 16 years of typing for the 
force may not seem the ideal 
preparation - but she is a former 
national judo champion and black 
belt and is keen on many other 
sports from hockey and volleyball 
to golf, tennis and squash. 

Judy, who lives at Hexham and 
worked at the town’s police sta- 
tion, was seconded to headquar- 
ters for six months. 

*1 did feet under some pressure 
to prove myself at first because I 
was a woman moving into what 
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had been very much a man’s 
world until my appointment in 
public order training," she said. 

“But I was completely accepted 
by all the male officers from the 
very outset 

“I know woman are not general- 
ly as strong as men, but we can 
bring other qualities to the job - 
not least that a woman tends to be 
less aggressive by nature." 


Eurooe and Th; World 


in the St Austell area, to take the baby away. When they 
did not hand her over, police were called but refused 
to intervene. 

The judge said that the attempt to remove the child 
was “wholly improper" and against the baby’s interests 
because no proper notice had been given. 

But the council had since rectified the situation by giv- 
ing valid notice and it could not be said its decision to 
remove the baby was irrational, unreasonable or against 
natural justice. The judge, who directed that the parties 
must remain anonymous to avoid identifying the child, 
said the foster parents' adoption application would be 
dismissed unless they lodged notice of appeal against 
his ruling within seven days. 

After tire hearing, the foster mother was comforted 
by her husband and one of their daughters. They said 
that tire judge's decision was wrong. The couple have 
been registered foster parents for seven years, have caned 
for 14 children and were said to be highly regarded by 
the council. Kate Watson-Smyth 


From ‘This Life’ 
to that betrayal 

Tortured souls are becoming 
Ramon Tikaram’s speciality. After 
playing Ferdy, tire sexually con- 
fused Mexican despatch rider in 
the cult television series This Ule, 
the 31 -year-old actor has been 
cast as Judas Iscariot in the revival 
of Jesus Christ Superstar. 

Tikaram takes over the part on 
15 September, making his West 
End debut at the Lyceum Theatre 
in London. He will star alongside 
Glenn Carter as Jesus of Nazareth 
and Joanna Ampil as Mary Magda- 
lene in the Tim Rice and Andrew 
Lloyd Webber musical. 

Tikaram’ s latest part will be a 
change from his role as long- 
haired, leather-clad Ferdy, whom 
This Lite fans saw enjoying a num- 
ber of steamy encounters with 
members of both sexes. 

In the recently released film 
Kama Sutra he plays an erotic 
temple sculptor. Kathy Marks 




It will be a showery day across the entire 
country. In Northern Ireland and western 
Scotland there will be brief glimpses of the 
sun with frequent, blustery showers. Some of 
the showers will be locally thundery and pro- 
longed at times. Wiles, central and western 
paitsof England will have sunny spells but 
showers will be feiriy regular. In eastern parts 
of Scotland and southern and eastern Eng- 
land the showers will be more isolated and 
some parts may escape dry, with the best of 
the day’s sunshine. 

The showers will mainly die out during Fri- 
day with all parts seeing some decent sun- 
shine before the day is over, although rain 
may reach the extreme south-west later in the 
day. On Saturday it wiD be cloudy with rain in 
places along English Channel coasts and the 
odd shower in western Scotland, but else- 
where it will become dry with long sunny 
spells. Timing unsettled on Sunday with rain 
in much of England and Iftles but Sco t l and 
and Northern Ireland will be mainly dry with 
sunny spells. 
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motoring 

Traffic jams are worse than 
ever, says AA report 

Traffic jams have grown steadily worse this year, with drivers in the 
South-easi and Midlands bearing the brunt of the congestion, an 

forgridlock in the first half of 

June, when the wet weather was a major factor. Nearly half of the 

accidents which led to the worst of the delays ui the sn-awtoffi 

period from January to June happened m the morning rush-hour. 

Car Free Day on Tuesday 17 June - when dnvers were urged Jo 
leave their vehicles at home — proved 3 flop, with 10 per cent more 
congestion incidents recorded than normal. ...... 

AA Roadwatch fogged more than 173,000 jams and hold-ups m 
the firet six months of 1997. The most dogged road was the M42at 
junction two in Hereford and Worcester on 10 March, whe n a 
multi-vehicle accident led to 28 hours of delays. Randeep Ramesi] 


NATURAL HISTORY 

Dinosaurs may show true colours; 

Dinosaurs may soon reveal 
their true colours after the 
discovery of preserved 
pigment in the fossils of 
extinct fish- 

Scientists believe similar 
pigments might be hidden in 
dinosaur fossils — allowing 
them to workout the colour 
of the giant beasts fbr the 
first time. Rather than the 
commonly assumed grey or 
drab green, creatures such 
as Tyrannosanros Rex could 
have been brightly coloured, 
like present day lizards. 

Andrew Parker; a 
biophysicist from the 
Australian Museum in 

Sydney, is reported by New Scientist to have discovered ceils called 
dhromatophores, ntikh contain colour pigments, in Bsb fossils. If 
researchers knew where to look, be says, they should be able to - 
work out the colours of other extinct animals. 

“Vfc can finally accurately describe the colour of animals from 
the past rather than simply speculate or extrapolate the colour by 
comparing it to modern animals, ” Parker told the magazine. 

However, an expert from the Natural History Museum said it 
was unlikely that dinosaurs were brightly coloured. Dr Angela 
Milner said; “**lt’s not impossible dinosaurs had bright colours 
but it’s not likely If yon look at the range of large lizards and 
crocodiles today most of them are not brightly coloured.” 


SOCIETY 


Dial “R” for rage 

“Phone rage” may be about to replace road rage as one of the 
more fashionable ways of letting off steam. More than six out of 10 
respondents in a survey believed that more people are losing their 
temper on foe telephone than did five years ago. 

A report by the recruitment agency Reed Employment Services 
found that just 5 per cent of people believed the phenomenon had 
declined. Nearly two-thirds of respondents felt they were more 
likely to express their anger on the telephone rather than face-to- 
face or in letters. 

Nearly three-quarters said they had much higher expectations 
that their problems would be solved on the spot over the phone 
and more than half revealed they had themselves lost their temper. 

An insincere voice or an inattentive response was found to be 
the most provocative, followed try being kept waiting. 

More organisations have laid down a mandatory telephone 
greeting to avoid irritation. Reed found. The survey is silent 
however on whether greetings such as “Hello this is Acme 
Footwear. My name is Mandy how may I help you” provokes even 
more anger. Barrie dement 


EMPLOYMENT 


Unions’ white-collar future 

The typical trade unionist is likely to be a middle-aged white collar 
worker; rather than a “cloth-capped, beer-swilling factory worker”, 
according to TUC analysis of official figures. I 

In its report Trade Unionists Today , the TUC says more four ■ 
out of ten onion members are managers, professionals and 
“associate professionals” such as social workers and nurses. Only 
around one in 10 are plant and machine operatives. 

The great geographical divide however lives on. More than four 
in 10 people m the North of England and Wales are onion 
members, compared with only two out of 10 in the South-east 
(excluding London). 

The report shows that just under a third of all employees - 6.9 
union n,en,bers * Some 5.8 million work frill time with 
just LI million part-timers. Just under half are women. 

John Monks, TUC general secretary, said unions needed to 
recruit more part-time workers, young people and women, 
especially in smaller and private firms. Barrie Clement 

PRINK 

Five alcopops withdrawn from sale 

Five alcopop drinks are being withdrawn by manufacturers after 
breaking the mdustiys code of conduct, a report by the Portman 
Group announces today. 

The industry watchdog's report also reveals that eight other 
companies are revising labels, packaging and marketing literature 
on drinks which similarly breached the code. 6 

Those products j>eing taken off shelves include Barking Frog, 

Space Doubt, WKD Red and Vixen. Salisbury's own-brand 

HhT ?n ^ de ’ir i u C ! sed i Qr featurin 8 a cartoon-style lemon 
£ ' ,S l Ureac ^ discontinued. Meanwhile Speciality :• 
“ akers . of the alcoholic milk drink Moo, which caussd - 
2K* hen 11 was launched, have agreed to give it a new name to* . 
make it less appealing to under-18s. ^ . 

WlM7.^ P ° n 4 ' ^ P ° nman Gmup - * Wim P ole London / 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 43.6% of 
the raw material for UK 
newspapers in 1996 
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future 


Must 


re P. r,eve of Ci,la Black this week underlines the failure 
channe * s t0 grab the young and upwardly-mobile 


By Paul McCann 

Media Correspondent 

Speculation this week that Sur- 
prise Surprise . Gila Black’s fam- 
ily reunion show, would be 
cancelled by incoming ITV di- 
rector of programmes David 
Uddiment brought the focus in 
broadcasting onto what to do 
with Saturday night TV. 

Such is the sensitivity ITV has 
- about upsetting Cilia, who is 
V%»id £3.5ni over two years, that 
iTV immediately issued a de- 
nial of the story.' 

But the weJJ-placcd ITV 
source for the story was not the 
only reason for it r unnin g Once 
Surprise Surprise took 11m view- 
ers - it has slumped to live or 
six million this year. 

Fifteen years ago even mid- 
dling Saturday night variety 
quiz shows like Ted Rogers' J- 
2-1 could easily bring in 15m 
viewers. It was the night of the 
week with the biggest number 
of available viewers and broad- 
casters used lowest common de- 
nominator fare with its roots in 
• i*. the variety theatre to target the 
'“■k population as a whole. 

Today these shows are virtu- 
. ally the same, Jim Davidson may 
have taken over from Lany 
Grayson and Bruce Forsyth, but 
the Generation Game lives. In 
1982 Noel Edmonds hosted 
the Late Late Breakfast Show, 
now he has a House Party. 

Relative to other formats 
these programmes still bring in 
viewers and they are cheap to 
make. But now only Blind Date 
and Noel regularly top 10m. 

“The broadcasters are in a 
Catch 22 situation," says AJan 
James. TV buying director at 
advertising agency OgiJvy & 
Mather. “They bring sizeable 
numbers, but this means thev 
are terrified of trying anything 
x new. They are trapped with 
these kinds of programmes and 
the audience for them is get- 
ting older and starting to die 
off." 

Paul Jackson, the BBC's 
head of entertainment admitted 
earlier this year that some Sat- 
urday night formats have fall- 
en out fashion: “\fcrieiy is going 
through a cyclical period of 
unpopularity. It has tended not 
to deliver recently." 

The BBC although relying , 
heavily on variety acts for the 
National Lottery Live, lias bear 
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using dramas like Casualty and 
Crime Traveller to get out of the 
variety trap. 

Two years ago Man O Man 
and The Shane Ritchie Experi- 
ence were touted as the new, 
more risque face of ITV Sat- 
urday nights. Both programmes 


lasted only a season after poor 
ratings. 

For ITV delivering big ratings 
to its advertisers is its raison 
d'etre, but h also needs them to 
be upmarket and young. Ac- 
cording to figures from CIA 
MediaJLab, Surprise Surprise’s 


average 5.9m audience is two 
thirds downmarket C2DE view- 
ers and 3_5m of them are over 
55 years old.. 

When the likes erf Unilever 
and Procter & Gamble's soap 
powders and foods dominated 
television advertising these de- 


The prize for artists who 
prefer painting to pickling 


mographics were fine. But now 
the growth in advertising is 
coming from the cars, mobile 
phones and leisure products 
that arc targeted at the young 
and upmarket 
Some at ihe BBC are look- 
ing for Saturday salvation by 
producing more of what TV jar- 
gon calls popular factual shows. 

These can he the people ob- 
servation programmes - known 
as POBs - Uke The Driving 
School or. Airport that work well 
for the BBC on weekdays, or the 
more dramatic Emergency 999 
and police reconstruction pro- 
grammes that both broadcast- 
ers air. 

These have the advantage of 
being cheaper to make than the 
guaranteed ratings winners like 
police and costume dramas, 
but may not be strong enough 
to bring in younger, upmarket 
viewers. 

The fact is that those who 
watch any TV on Saturday 
evenings are increasingly getting 
older and more downmarket: 
“Those who can afford to have 
got better things to do with their 
Saturday nights,” says Anthony 
Jcmcs of CIA MediaLab. "Eal- 
ing out and going to the cine- 
ma have rocketed up since the 
end of the recession, it might not 
just be that TV is running out 
of steam. The audience is run- 
ning out on TV." 

But some in the media ques- 
tion if it is possible to rescue the 
big Saturday night in front of the 
TV: “It is a changing social en- 
vironment." says Ian Lewis 
head of broadcasting at Zenith 
Media, the country's largest 
airtime buyer. “There is no go- 
ing hack to a time when one 
type of entertainment was en- 
joyed by great swathes of the 
population." 

• Cracker the overweight, chain 
smoking, criminal psychologist 
is to return to British TV 
screens as a thin American 
who plays with cigarettes with- 
out lighting them. 

In a twist worthy of the pro- 
gramme, Granada sold it to 
American television producers 
this year and its subsidiary, 
Granada Entertainment USA. 
has now sold the US version 
back to ITV to be shown here. 
The name Cracker is thought to 
have been dropped by the 
Americans because it is a racist 
term for whites. 



Not a lorra laughs: Cilia Black in 
the subject of speculation that it 
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iporary classics: Janies Rielly’s ‘Secrecy’ (loft) and ‘Orange’ by Rose Wyfie, two of the finalists for the 
O 1997 Jerwood Prize j Britain’s biggest art award, which is judged tomorrow 


w 
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Organisers say one of the 
objectives of the Jerwood Prize 


i f -*>■ 

re- ' 4 


totnorrow, But you are 
• Sajikely to have heard of it — . 
- • eye less to see much written 
~about ft.' 

■ The Jerwood Prize comprises 
■iVSO^GO award for painting, 

■ ^okn% ft, against the Turner’s; 

the most lucrative in 
British contemporaiy art. Yet 
. ffie.'firmer Prize, with its pickled 
■afe^p/VancT enfant terrible 
Aaraantis. hascoasistently stolen 
the'headlines. 

Uic TUrner, although it 
rodticJes paintings, tends to 
... ^wjurlhe jnore f^ihionaHeafid. 
ctsHroversial conceptual and in- 
•Stidlatiot] art. The artisis on last 
jwar's shortlist, for example, had 
Ifehi m t h r m staffld ssnibitkHis 
’ .featuring human bones, a steep- ■ 
_ isgaciress, a video of naked men' 

■ tt Ihe bath^and photograph of. 
'(Meets heh^ thrown over the 
at .povpr. There was not a . 
ihagfe painter on the shortlfeL . 


in Britain. Patricia Morison, 
development director of the 
Jerwood Foundation, which 
sponsors the prize, said yester- 
day that the Jerwood hoped to 
raise the profile of painting - a 
“quieter”, but just as vibrant ait. 

Painting, she said, often did 
not get the space ft deserved in 
gaDeries, or the acclaim from 
the widerjmblie. “It’s a bit like 
saying poetry is overlooked if 
you compared ft to the novel. 
The novel surely gets a higher 
profile." 

The prize was set up four 
years ago by the 20-year-old 
Jerwpod 'Foundation, a private 
trust wludi supports arts, educa- 
tion, design and medicinal 
ini datives. Organisers said of it 
at. the time:. "The Jerwood . 
shortlctedardsts cannot, thank- 
fully, be emblazoned as ‘Young 
British*, but what they produce 


is just as much of the here and 
now as pickled sheep and con- 
crete houses." 

A distinguishing feature of 
the Jerwood. according to 
organisers, is that its judges are 
“strongly weighted" towards 
the academic, and are different 
every year. “There’s plenty of 
space for people to make judge- 
ments unaffected by what is 
current fashion." Dr Morison 
said 

Unlike the Turner, the most 
controversy it has attracted 
came in 1995 when judges were 
unable to agree on a winner., 
and instead chose to split the 
prize between two of Britain’s 
best known painters, Maggie 
H ambling and Patrick Caulfield 

Perhaps inevitably, in a 
contemporary an . scene still 
dominated bv the conceptual, 
the prize was initially criticised 
for being too “safe" and “mid- 
dlebrow”. This year, however, 
the shortlisi is unlikely to attract 
such descriptions; it even 


includes a fonner Turner short- 
listed artist - Gary Hume. 

Other artists on the shortlist 
are: Jane Harris; Louise Hop- 
kins, Maria Lalic; Jason Martin; 
Joanna Price; James Rielly; 
Madeleine Strindberg and Rose 
Wylie. They may T>e names 
unknown to the general public, 
but, as Dr Morison points out, 
even the most popular pursuits 
are unlikely to be followed by 
everyone. “Millions of people 
know the names of footballers, 
whereas the other half don't 
have a clue," she said 

The list has been narrowed 
down from nearly 1,000 
submitted paintings. The 
judging is due to take place 
today, although the winner will 
not be announced until 29 
September. 

An exhibition of work from 
the nine candidates will be held 
at the Leihaby Galleries, Cen- 
tral Saint Martins College of Art 
and Design in London from 
30 September- 
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Brussels to crack down on corruption 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 

A continent-wide crackdown 
on corruption is being urged by 
the European Commission, 
with member-states being asked 
to stiffen criminal sanctions 
against those giving and taking 
bribes. The proposals, which in- 
clude preparation of a list of cor- 
rupt people and businesses, 
were welcomed by the Gov- 


Herbal 
drug 
sellers 
could 
face jail 

Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 


Suppliers of herbal drugs - sold 
as an alternative to substances 
such as ecstasy and cannabis - 
could face two years in jail as 
part of a government clamp- 
down announced yesterday. 

The pills and powders, which 
contain natural ingredients and 
until now have been legal, are 
becoming increasingly popular 
at nightclubs and raves. 

Alan Milbum, the Health 
Minister, said yesterday that 
despite claims that the drugs, 
known as “herbal highs", arc 
harmless, they can have 
dangerous side effects and, in 
some circumstances, prove 
potentially lethal. 

The Department of Health 
is particularly concerned by 
evidence that 15 deaths in the 
United States have been 
associated with products 
containing ephedra, one of 
the main active ingredients in 
herbal highs. There has not, 
however, been any detailed 
research into the effects of the 
huik of the products or their 
popularity. 

Marketed under names such 
as “druid’s fantasy”, “skull cap", 
“purples", “herbal ecstasy" and 
"road runner”, the drugs are 
often sold in dubs, festivals, 
through mail order and from 
specialist retailers known as I 
“head shops” I 

One of the most popular 
herbal drugs is methcathinone, 
a white powder with the street 
name “cat”, which producers 
claim has a similar effect to 
cocaine. Some herbal drugs are 
equivalent in price to their 
illegal counterparts - “cal" 
costs £55 a gram, just £5 or £10 
less than cocaine itself. 

The Medicines Control 
Agency, who control the sale of 
drugs, have identified a number 
of potentially hazardous ingre- 
dients. These include ephedra, 
which was linked to the reported 
deaths in America, khal, which 
can cause a form of psychosis 
and vohimbe, which is poten- 
tially hazardous when taken 
with other drugs which can be 
found in cough and cold reme- 
dies. 

A year ago the Agency con- 
tacted companies who were 
selling the herbal drugs who 
agreed to stop the trade. 
However, they failed to keep 
their promise. The MCA will 
now give the suppliers one last 
chance before they take them 
to court, where they could face 
a maximum two year jail 
sentence and an unlimited 
fine. 

People who take the drugs 
will not be breaking the law and 
would not be prosecuted for 
possession. Substances con- 
taining the potentially danger- 
ous ingredients can now only be 
sold by licence-holders. 


L-mmenL Home Office minister 
Joyce Quin told MPs recently 
that it “shares ... concern felt 
here and abroad about the ex- 
tent and depth of corruption at 
many levels." 

European ministers have 
agreed to take criminal action 
against bribery involving na- 
tional and European officials to 
the detriment of EU financial 
interests. A Corruption Con- 
vention was accepted by minis- 


ters in May, extending that 
agreement to cover circum- 
stances where EU financial in- 
terests were not affected. 

The Commission now sug- 
gests member-states should in- 
troduce a new criminal offence 
of corrupting a foreign officials, 
thus covering EU citizens who 
bribe officials of non-member- 
states. It also favours the crim- 
inalisation of private-sector cor- 
ruption, which is being 


considered by the Council of 
Europe. Laundering of the pro- 
ceeds of corruption, already 
an offence in Britain, is also 
urged by the Ccmnnisson, and 
the Home Office welcomed a 
proposal that other EU mem- 
ber-countries should ban tax de- 
ductibility for corrupt payments. 

Ms Quin said: ^UK tax law 
already denies relief for any pay- 
ment which constitutes the 
commissioa of an offence by the 


payer. Thus all bribes which are 
contrary to the Prevention of 
Corruption Acts would not be 
entitled to tax_reKe£ In addition, 
tax relief is denied to any gift, 
hospitality or business enter- 
tainment, wbether or not cor- 
ruptly provided." But that is not 
the case throughout the EU ami 
Ms Quin said EU-wide action 
would create a more level “play- 
ing-field". 

The Commission proposals 


recommend protection for em- 
ployees of corrupt firms who 
alert authorities to their com- 
pany’s activities. Ms Quin said: 
“The Government agrees that 
employees should not be de- 
terred from disclosing matters 
of concern because of fear of 
victimisation ... 

Jack Straw, Home Secretary, 
has followed up a proposal of 
his Conservative predecessor, 
Michael Howard, for a “clari- 


fication" of the law relating to . 
the bribery of MPs - on which 
a discussion paper was issued in 
December. 

The Royal Commission on 
Standards "of Conduct in Pub- 
lic Life, chaired by Lord 
Salmon, pointed out in 1976 
that the bribery of an MP was 
not covered either by statute or 
common law, and it recom- 
mended “that Parliament 
should consider bringing cor- 


ruption. bribery and attempted 
bribery of a MembcTOfPariia- 
ment, acting in his parliamen- 
tary capacity, within the airibii 
of the criminal law." '.Mr 
Howard said in December:.. 
“The issue does’ not seem to 
have been followed up by Par- 
liament in the- intervening 
years." Referring to that loop- 
hole, Ms Quin said: "A possible 
extension of the legislation is" 
currently under consjderatkmL'* 


How to get from Jayne Mansfield to Yvonne Murray in 3,000 takes 



Altered Images: David Mach’s portrayal of athlete Yvonne Murray, right, created from photographs of Jayne Mansfield, above 


All is never what it seems in art and this pic- 
ture of the Scottish athlete Yvonne Murray 
is no exception. 

The artist David Mach took hundreds of 
postcards showing the Hollywood starlet 
Jayne Mansfield and distorted them until he 
had created the athletic and sinewy form of 
Ms Murray. 

The portrait will feature at an exhibition 
paying tribute to Scottish sporting heroes 
which opens today at the Scottish National 
Portrait Galieiy. 

Manchester United manager. Alex Fer- 
guson, also features in the exhibition made 
out of 3,000 chopped up images of Pussy Ga- 
lore and Stephen Hendry appears created 
from shots of the earth seen from space. 

Mr Mach blew up and then distorted pho- 
tographs of his original subjects before 
matching them with sets of chopped up post- 
cards. 

“They're ridiculously labour-intensive be- 
cause you have to slice up so many bits to fit 
on the photograph," he said. 

“I get my assistants to do that then come 
along and manipulate the cards. I can explode 
__ a face or make it really skinny - that's the cre- 
PhotograpfaAndrew Buurman ative part of it" 
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Hong Kong death could 
herald global flu epidemic 


UK tops European league 
for asthma sufferers 


m 


Jeremy Laurance 

Health Editor 

The death in Hong Kong of a 
three-year-old boy who was in- 
fected by a flu virus never seen 
before in humans has triggered 
a worldwide alert that a new 
global fiu pandemic may be im- 
minent. 

The World Health Organi- 
sation dispaLchcd a team of sci- 
entists to Hong Kong last week 
to assist local experts who have 
been searching for the source of 
the infection. The scientists will 
try to establish wbether other 
people in southern China have 
been infected with the strain. 

The boy. who has not been 
identified, died of a virus pre- 
viously seen only in birds. Med- 
ical experts say that because it 
is a new virus to which humans 
have no immunity, it could 
spread rapidly, infecting millions 

around the world. 


Although fin is normally a 
mild illness, every couple of 
decades the virus undergoes a 
mutation producing a strain to 
which no one has immunity, 
turning it into a deadly disease. 
Three previous fiu pandemics 
have occurred this centuiy, 
killing millions of people, and 
all involved viruses that origi- 
nated in birds. The 191 S pan- 
demic, in which 20 million died, 
was followed by outbreaks in 
1957 and 1968. Virologists say 
the next one is overdue. 

The seriousness of the threat 
is underlined by the decision of 
the Government to issue new 
guidance to health authorities 
and trusts lost March instructing 
them how to prepare for the next 
pandemic. The 71 -page docu- 
ment, Multiphase Contingency 
Plan for Pandemic Influenza, 
says the aim is to reduce death 
and disease and enable the Na- 
tional Health Service “to cope 


with large numbers of people ill 
and dying". It says all non-urgent 
admissions to hospitals may 
have to be cancelled and hospi- 
tal plans “must include mortu- 
ary arrangements in the event of 
a large number of deaths". 

The document, which re- 
ceived no publicity because it 
was issued two weeks before the 
general election, says three 
conditions suggest a pandemic 
is imminent: the emergence of 
a new strain of virus (in the 
Hong Kong boy); a high pro- 
portion of susceptible people in 
the population with no immu- 
nity; and evidence that the new 
strain can spread and cause dis- 
ease. The first two conditions 
are met by the Kong Kong 
case, but experts are waiting to 
see if further cases of infection 
with the same virus emerge, 
proving that it can spread 
among humans. 

Dr Alan Hay, director of the 


World Health Organisation’s in- 
fluenza monitoring centre at the 
National Institute of Medical 
Research in north London, said 
the boy died on 20 May, and vi- 
rologists identified the virus 
that infected him the following | 
day as H5N1. “That is quite 
unique. Our concern was 
wbether it was a one-off or rep- 
resentative of something more 
sinister. We were worried.” 

The virus that infected the 
bay was responsible for an out- 
break of flu in chickens in Hong 
Kong during March and April. 
However, there is no evidence 
that either the child or his par- 
ents had contact with chickens. 
Dr Hay said that as the weeks 
passed and no new cases ap- 
parently emerged, it looked less 
likely that this was the start of 
the next pandemic. The WHO 
said there was “no indication at 
present thaL this strain has 
spread from person to person". 


Jeremy Latwance 

The UK has more asthma suf- 
ferers than any other country in 
Europe and is among the worst 
affected in the world, according 
to a new report 

At least one in seven children 
aged under 16, and one in 25 
adults have been diagnosed 
with the condition, totalling 
3.4 million people. Only Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand have a 
higher proportion of diagnosed 
sufferers. 

Asthma has been rising 
rapidly, according to the report 
by the National Asthma Cam- 
paign. The number of adults 
consulting a doctor for the con- 
dition more than trebled in the 
20 years to 1991 and is contin- 
uing to grow. GPs recorded al- 
most five times as many new 
episodes of asthma in under-five 
s in 1993 compared with 1979 
and a four-fold increase in five 
to 14-ycar-olds. 

The cause of asthma re- 


Cowtfry City Asthma 

attack %* 

UK Cambridge 5.7" 

France Paris 4 .3 

Greece Athens 4 2 . 

Italy Turin 4.2 

Ireland Dublin 3.6 

Denmark Aarhus 3.4 

Sweden Uppsala 3J 

Portugal Oporto 3.0 

Holland Groningen 3.0 

Germany Hamburg 3.0 

Belgium Antwerp 2.6 . 

Austria Vienna 2.2 

Spain Barcelona 2.1 

•Percentage of people aged 20 to 44 who 
' wittered an ast hma attack in 19 SC 

mains a mysieiy and experts are 
unsure whether the rise Is a gen- 
uine increase or the result of 
better diagnosis and increasing 
awareness. The differences be- 
tween countries may reflect 
differences in medical practice 
and public awareness rather 
than differences in the preva- 
lence of the disease. 

A spokesman for the Na- 
tional Asthma Campaign said: 


“The international comparisons 
are based on a standardised 
questionnaire given to people 
in up to four dues in each coun- 
try. It is difficult to draw con- 
clusions from the data but you 
can't deny the facts." 

Possible causes for the rise in 
asthma include changes in the 
living environment, such as the 
introduction of central heating 
and fitted carpets which harbour 
house dust mites, and effects on 
the immune system caused by 
maternal smoking, vaccinations 
and the use of antibiotics. 
Known triggers of asthma at- 
tacks include pollution, smok- 
ing, dust, stress and exercise but 
none of these is thought to cause 
the underlying condition. 

The spokesman added: 
“There is a lot we don't know 
about asthma but we do know 
how to manage it and we are 
getting good at it People who 
are diagnosed can be shown 
how to take control of it so they 
avoid having asthma attacks." 
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Camera obscure: Paul Thompson puts an exhibit into storage at the National Museum of Photography, Film and Television in Bradford, which is closing down on 
1 September for a £13m refurbishment. The museum will reopen to visitors early in 1999 Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


One in six 

supermarket 
bills have the 
price wrong 


Mm SeRgupta 


They are a bane of urban life - the 
people holding up queues at super- 
market counters endlessly querying 
the price of baked beans or family size 
bottles of Rjbena. 

But next time you are gnashing 
your teeth stuck: in such a queue, 
pause a while. These **sh opping 
anoraks" may be far more astute than 
they appear. A survey has shown su- 
permarket chmns regularly over- 
charge shoppers for groceries. 

No less than one in six till receipts 
at different stores were found to be 
wrong by volunteer shoppers carrying 
out research for The Grocer magazine. 
They had bought the same 33 prod- 
ucts in stores aD over Britain over a 
12-week period. The mistakes in- 
cluded being charged twice for the 
same hem and sometimes being billed 
far goods not even in the shopping 
basket. Hunting out discounted bar- 
gains was at times a waste of effort as 
the discounts did not register on the 
dll, and were sometimes replaced by 
more expensive prices. 

In the North-east, one shopper 
found he had been charged twice for 
a £1 .25 bottle of Diet Coke at Sains- 
bury, while at Pontypridd, Wales, an- 
other was charged for something she 
had not bought. Occasionally the 
shopper actually won in the check- 
out lottery, one customer discovered 


he had not been charged for a bot- 
tle of wine. 

The error* occurred at Sainsbur>- 
Testa Safeway and Morrisons despite 
the fact the industry had invested mil- 
lions of pounds on new technology- at 
checkouts including barcode scanning. 
The supermarkets said most of the 
overcharging could be pul down to hu- 
man error. 

Consumers could be said to be. in 
part authors of their own misfortune. 
Few; check their till rolls carefully af- 
ter taking the shopping home, and 
even if they discover minor discrep- 
ancies tliey do not bother to complain. 

A spokeswoman for The Gntcvr. 
said: “We found human error was to 
blame in most cases. The speed at 
which some checkout staff pass items 
over scanners is bound to lead to mis- 
takes. Vciy few people would notice 
these mistakes. We arc talking about 
pennies. But we hove spoiled it as an 
issue and our shoppers have spotted 
these mistakes on their till rolls - it 
is a concern." 

A Consumers' Association spokes- 
woman said: “The only way In be ab- 
solutely sure you are not paying 
over the odds is to go to the super- 
market equipped with a calculator, 
notebook ana pen. taking down what 
everything should cost and keeping 
a running total which can be com- 
pared with the total charged at the 
till." 


Diet pills bad 
for the heart, 
say doctors 


Jeremy Laurence 

Health Editor 


a 


Diet pills taken by millions of 
people have caused heart dis- 
orders in young women and 
should be "banned for all pa- 
tients, except those who are se- 
riously obese, doctors say today. 
One 29-year-old woman, who 
had taken a combination of two 
appetite suppressants for just 23 
days, died of pulmonary hy- 
pertension - increased resis- 
tance to the flow of blood 
through the lungs. 

The American woman, who 
was 5ft 5in tall and weighed 13- 
and-a-half-stone, died eight 
months after stopping the drugs 
- fenfluramine and phenter- 
mine. A post-mortem exami- 
nation indicated that lesions on 
her pulmonary arteries had de- 
veloped as a result of brief ex- 
posure to the drugs. 

Her case is described in to- 
day's New England Journal of 
Medicine which also carries a re- 
port on 24 women who devel- 
oped a disease of the heart 
valves after an average 12 
months on the same drugs. 


One of the 24 had taken the 
drugs for only one month. A 
third of the women had also de- 
veloped pulmonary hyperten- 
sion. 

The Journal considered the 
findings of that study, conduct- 
ed try a team from the Mayo 
Clime in Rochester, Minneso- 
ta, to be so serious that they al- 
lowed them to be released in 
advance of publication. A warn- 
ing based on the findings, issued 
by the US Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration last month, led to 
reports of a further 28 cases 
from across the US. some as- 
sociated with other appetite 
suppressants. 

An editorial in the Journal 
says that the cases are “chill ing 
reminders that succumbing to 
the allure of diet pills as a 
quick fix for excess weight may 
be courting disaster." It says 
they cany a disturbing echo of 
previous outbreaks of pul- 
monary hypertension in Eu- 
rope in the late 1960s and early 
1990s. which were also linked 
with appetite suppressants. 

Diet pills have become a na- 
tional craze in the US, and their 


use is growing in Britain. More 
than 18 million prescriptions for 
fenfluramine combined with 
phentennine were issued in the 
L^S in 1996. The Journal says the 
use of diet pills for cosmetic rea- 
sons should be banned until 
their risks are better known. 

“The only justifiable medical 
use of anorectic [appetite re- 
ducing] drugs is in seriously 
obese pa dents who have obesi- 
ty related illnesses such as heart 
disease, diabetes and hyper- 
tension. For generally healthy 
people who want to lose a few 
pounds there are safer alter- 
natives." 

A report on obesity by the 
UK Royal College of Physicians, 
published in May, concluded 
that the use of appetite sup- 
pressants in the very fat was jus- 
tified where other methods of 
weight loss such as diet and ex- 
ercise had failed. 

It said obesity was a serious 
medical condition with an in- 
creased risk of joint disorders, 
heart disease and diabetes and 
even a 10 per cent loss of 
weight could significantly reduce 
these risks. 


Exam board points 
to howlers of past 


Judith Judd 

Education Editor 


If educational standards are 
falling, they have been falling for 
a very long time, an exam board 
suggested yesterday. 

Tired of the annual round of 
complaints that GCSE and A- 
icvcl exams are not what they 
were, the Associated Examin- 
ing Board produced evidence 
that the cry of “standards are 
falling" goes back for nearly 140 
years. 

The GCSE, say the critics, is 
a doddle compared with its 
predecessor, the O-level. Yet, 
the board points out, in 1985, 
during the golden days of O- 
Ievel four out of a group of 20 
well-qualified trainee travel 
agents thought that Manchester 


was in Scotland. One thought 
that Kfilarney was in Greece. 
On average, the group had six 
good O-levels each. 

In the same year, British 
Midland Airways complained to 
the board that the most 
common error among its trainee 
reservation staff was that 


language." said the report. 
“There was much confusion 
over such words as ‘steel* and 
‘steal’, ‘wring’ and ‘ring*, 'alms' 
and ‘arms', ‘Wales’ and 
‘Whales', ‘rays’ and ‘raise* ~ 'It's’ 


(the 


pronoun) 
illy so stx 


was almost uni- 


Brussels in Amstei 

Complaints by examiners and 
employers that young people 
cannot spell, punctuate or write 
grammatically are scarcely new. 

In 1931, the Junior County 
Scholarship Examination Re- 
port listed “tow’’ (two), “iwelf", 
“fivety", “houndred" and 
“Severn" as commonly misspelt 
numbers. 

“Spelling will always be a 
source of much trouble in our 
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greatly to the surprise of those 
who constantly receive letters 
subscribed ‘Your's sincerely*-" 

And if schools are blamed 
today for not teaching grammar, 
the critics are following in a long 
tradition. In 1858, examiners 
protested that “the principles of 
Grammar as exhibited in the 
English Language are not made 
a matter of systematic study in 
our schools.” 

The examining board's di- 
rector responsible for liaising 
with industry, George Turn- 
bull, said: “Almost 140 years 
taler we hear the same comment 
from those who should know 
better. It's time [hey slopped 
making a drama where there is 
no crisis - other than the one 
that has always been with us. 

“These examples illustrate 
that it was ever thus, and though 
we should always strive to 
improve, the euphoric glow of 
past grandeur and excellence m 
education must remain a figment 
of a fertile imagination." 
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Army short 
of soldiers 
takes strain 
off recruits 


Christopher Beflamy 

Defence Correspondent 

The army yesterday launched its new 
motto: “Bufld — Don't Break. Tram - 
Don't Select", and introduced 
measures to increase recruitment. 
Despite being 5,000 soldiers short, 
-John Reid, the armed forces minister, 
denied that the army would lower the 
standards expected of trained troops. 

“Army training needs modernisation 
not mollycoddling". Dr Reid said. 
“Recruits will do more training, not 
less." Dr Reid was speaking at the 
launch of the new Army Training and 
Recruitment Agency at Pirbright, 
Surrey. This agency has been set up in 
the hope that the army will not only 
get enough recruits but keep them. 

As part of the recruitment drive, the 
army will increase “pre-training" to a 
possible six weeks. Until last year, 
when pre-training was first introduced, 
25 per cent of recruits were completely 
failing the basic training. Pre-training 
reduced that level to 17 per cent. 
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stirs up 
a row 



Turning a blind eye: The armed forces minister, John Reid, walks past 


a new recruit who fell white training 


Photograph: Tom Riston 
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Ran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

The Foreign Secretary stepped 
in to defend Princess Diana yes- 
terday after became under fire 

for telling a magazine that the 
Tbries were “hopeless" on the 
issue of landmines. 

But despite the Princess’s 
apparent belief that Labour 
has been “straight" on the issue, 
and its imposition of a ban on 
the nse of mines by British 
troops. The Independent has 
discovered that thousands of 
soldiers are still receiving train- 
ing in how to plant them. 

ed in the French ma gazin e Le 
Monde as saying: “Labour’s po- 
sition has always been ab- 
solutely clear. It’s going to do 
terrific work. Its predecessor was 
absolutely hopeless." 

Yesterday she was forced to 
issue a statement claiming that 
she had never made the criti- 
cism and had always remained 
apolitical. However, Robin 
Cbok had already moved to cap- 
italise on the reported com- 
ments. 

“I am very pleased she recog- 
nises the Labour Government 
shares her concern and has al- 
ready made very substantial 
progress towards signalling 
Britain's complete withdrawal 
from the production and trade 
in landmines. I have immense 
admiration for the courage she 
has shown in taking such a 
lead on this issue,” he said. 

Opposition politicians and 
anti-mines groups have reacted 
angrily to the revelation that a 
loophole in the moratorium 
announced in May has allowed 
British forces to continue exactly 
as they did before it 
The Royal Engineers, who 
make up 9 per cent of the army, 
with almost 10,000 troops, con- 
tinue to be trained in the use, de- 
tection and countering of 
landmines. RAF fighter crews are i 
still taught how to drop HB 876 
bombs -also included m the ban 
-which are designed to sit in bat- < 
tlefield rubble and to explode 
when clearance teams move in. 


Three people are killed or in- 
jured by landmin es every hour 
' in countries including Angola, 

I Bosnia, Cambodia and 
Afghanistan. The weaponscan 
remain in the ground for years 
before exploding when they 
are disturbed, often blowing off 
the limbs of fanners and vil- 
lagers who return to their land. 

In its manifesto. Labour 
promised an immed ia te mora- 
torium on the use of mines, but 
when it made a formal an- 
nouncement three weeks after 
the election it banned only “op- 
erational use," thus allowing 

tr aining; and fasting fn continue. 

A further rider added that 
they could still be used if min- 
isters believed they were nec- 
essary for the security of British 
forces. 

A spokeswoman for the Min- 
istry of Defence confirmed that 
testing and training were con- 
tinuing as before, though the 
majority of training was in 
counter-mine measures. The 
Royal Engineers were taught 
anti- mine warfare while other 
soldiers going to areas such as 
Bosnia were given specific train- 
ing. 

“Troops need to maintain vi- 
ability in case die situation should 
arise where it was necessary for 
the security of our troops. Min- 
isters wouWobviousty think very 
carefully before making such 
decisions," she said. 

The ban will take full effect 
in 3X15 if an international mora- 
torium does not come in earli- 
er. Britain has spent £30m since 
1991 on mine clearance. There 
are no figures on bow many 
mines britain still holtfc, though 
it is believed there are tens of 
thousands. Half have now been 
destroyed with a view to phas- 
ing them onL 

The Liberal Democrat, de- 
fence spokesman, Menzies 
Campbell, said the public had 
been led to believe there was a 
complete ban. “Certainty it was 
not made dear to the House of 
Commons that this was the 
case. A little more frankness 
would have been welcome." 
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A-levels win 
image battle 
with GNVQs 

Judith Judd 


JudHh Judd 

Education Editor 

Exam officials and ministers yes- 
terday welcomed the growing 
popularity of vocational quali- 
fications, introduced as an al- 


onu /A-ievel, 

but academics said they were 
fading t0 compete with 
A-Ievels. 

More than 90,000 students 
achieved full General Nation- 
al Vocational Qualifies lions 
this year, an increase of more 
“f n 10 per cent on last year 
ror the advanced GNVQ, the 
proportion achieving the equiv- 
rdent of at least one Arlevel was 
almost 70 per cent. 


of only 6,000 this year compared 
to 1996, whereas in En glish 
A-level alone there were 7,000 
more passes. 

The proportion of students 
who succestfully completed a full 
arivn ncpH C , wvn *+.^^.,^-.1^- 


of two A- levels, fell sh'ghtty this 
year to just under halt Exam 
board officials said that it is too 
soon to say why the completion 
rate for advanced GNVQs was 
down. Ope possibility may be 
changes in the course. 

“rwvfef 1 Smithers said: 
GNVQs do not seem to be es- 
tablishing themselves as the 
equivalent of A-level in the 
way that we hoped. They are 
seen as qualifications for peo- 

ni>nihnm«».i . r . 


almost /U per cent. " - — iney are 

Kim Howells, the education Sf IIS quaUfications peo- 

and employment minister, S 5 ^ 

the Government was commit- t0 Jo ? again 31 

led to strengthening vacation- SSSSESS 1 -?!'* 


continue to gain in popularitv fi!? i GNV Q Business Studies 
with some 240.000 P student amlWt f°8 etber 355 311 
having achieved full GNVO . 

awards in the five years since the A-level and GCSE. 

qualification wITfa^nch^ Vfk ln<S° ^ for GN ' 

Theyare a motivating and 

sssssfiKsse 

=M»«a= 


el and GNVQ Business Studies 
should come together as an 
applied A-level.” 

Unlike A-level and GCSE, 

vrwf r* 5 no e5cam for GN- 
VQs. Instead, students’ work is 

aSSeSSed bv 9 


a. aeircsj ui pieces ul 

coursework and tests which 
may take longer than two years 
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news 


Job-share 
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U : ‘ 


breaks 

glass 

ceiling 


Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 


A ground-breaking settlement 
announced yesterday will make 
it easier for women at senior 
levels to force employers to 
agree a job-share following 
maternity leave. 

Management at the Zurich 
Insurance Company has signed 
a £20,000 out-of-court settle- 
ment with marketing manager 
Janet Schofield, who was 
refused such an arrangement 
and claimed ses discrimination. 

Although the informal agree- 
ment between the company 
and Ms Schofield will not form 
a precedent in future cases, the 
Equal Opportunities Commis- 
sion, which backed the litigation, 
believes companies will now 
think twice before refusing a 


job-share without good reason. 

Ms Schofield, 36, said that 
during ber four years with 
Zurich at its Portsmouth offices, 
many people worked hard to 
ensure equal opportunities. But 
a few senior managers only 
paid lip service to the idea: 
“I was told that if I wanted to 
work for the company I would 
have to be prepared to work a 
seven day week. That made roe 
angry and so I decided to stand 
up and be counted,'' she said. 

After the birth of her first 
child in 1995. Ms Schofield 
sought to return part-time to her 
job as a marketing support 
manager with Zurich's life 
assurance division. She was told 
there were overwhelming busi- 
ness reasons for insisting that 
the job should be full-time. 

She accepted the validity of 



management's objections, but 
tried to set up a job share 
involving a different post in 
another department. The com- 
pany contended there were 
sound arguments for the 
£40,000-a-year job being dune 


by one person working fail-time. 
Ms Schofield, of Winchester, 
Hampshire, disagreed and 
decided to take the company to 
an industrial tribunal. 

Elizabeth Hodder, deputy 
chairwoman of the commis- 


sion, said that access to job- 
shares and part-time working 
was a crucial issue for women 
in senior posts. “If women are 
ever to break through the glass 
ceiling, it is essential that 
employers offer family- friendly 


policies.” She pointed out that 
women made up 55 per cent of 
wickers in non-manual jobs, but 
still accounted for only 15 per 
cent of senior and middle 
managers. 

“Employers have to show 


strong objective reasons for not 
m 3 k mg job-sharing available to 

staff with family responsibilities. 
Intelligent employers already 
know that practices which 
encourage mothers to return to 
work maximise the return on 


Winner: Janet Schofield 
has received a settlement 
of £20,000 after being 
refused a Job share by her 
employers following 
maternity leave 

Photograph: Adrian Dennis 


their financial investment Keep- 
ing the skills and experience of 
senior staff and reducing re- 
training and turnover costs is 
good business sense.” 

Together with the financial 
settlement, Zurich has agreed 
to review its job-share policy for 
senior staff. Linda Taylor, the 
company’s employee relations 
manager, insisted that Zurich 
had a strong commitment to 
equal opportunities and pointed 
out that its workforce in Britain 
was almost exactly 50 per cent 
cent male and 50 per cent 
female. Out of 315 managers, 
42 were women and two out of 
11 senior directors were female, 
Ms Taylor said. 

The company also employed 
people on part-time and job- 
share arrangements and aflewed 
flexible working hours for those 
with family responsibilities. Ms 
Taylor said the company was 
happy to agree the senlement 
with its former employee, but it 
did so for “commercial and 
practical” reasons without any 
ad miss ion of liability. 
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Safety plea to 
parents as cot 
deaths rise 



* 


Alexandra IWBams 

The number of cot deaths in the 
United Kingdom has risen for 
the first time in eight years, fig- 
ures released yesterday reveal. 

The Foundation for the 
Study of Infant Deaths fears that 
last year's 6 per cent increase 
could signal complacency. The 
figures reverse a downward 
trend which had seen cot deaths 
fall by 61 per cent between 1991 
and 1995. The charity is urging 
parents to follow its six-point 
plan. Reduce the Risk, whidt re- 
sulted in die dramatic reduction 
in cot deaths in the first half of 
this decade. 

Last year, 441 babies died un- 
expectedly within a year of birth 
in England and Vfales, a rale of 
about 70 out of eveiy 100,000 live 
births, according to figures 
drawn up by the Office for 
National Statistics. Provisional 
figures provided by the founda- 
tion suggest there were a farther 
43 cot deaths in Scotland and 15 
in Northern Ireland, bringing the 
national total to 499. 

Cot death, or Sudden Infant 
Death Syndrome, is the most 
common killer of babies aged be- 
tween one month and one year, 
accounting for the death of al- 
most 10 babies each week. The 
number of deaths is substantially 
greater than the number of chil- 
dren under- 15 killed on the 
roads, or who develop cancer. 

Experts said it may materi- 
alise that the increase is a sta- 
tistical anomaly. Richard 
Cooke, professor of paediatric 
medicine at Liverpool Univer- 
sity. said: “Perhaps this is a blip. 
It's too early to rush around m 
a mad panic. I suspect it’s just 


a wobble. We couldn't expect 
the figures to keep going down. 
What’s interesting is that a 
third of the increase is made up 
of changes in Northern Ireland 
and in Scotland there was 
actually a decrease.” 

Professor Cooke said cot 
death was more prevalent in less 
privileged groups, due to 
changes in child management. 
“It’s not a single disorder, it’s 
a result of many things im- 
pinging on a vulnerable child. 
It used to be widely spread, but 
we are finding more and more 
that it occurs less in better off 
fa mili es. In a recent survey in 
Liverpool, more ihen 80 per 
cent of molhers whose tobies 
died of cot death, were heavy 
smokers. And heavy smoking 
amongst mothers tends to be in 
the poorer groups,” be said. 

Joyce Epstein, the founda- 
tion’s secretary-general, said: 
“While parents shouldn't feel 
unduly panicked, any increase 
is a worry, every single baby's 
death is tragic. We don't know 
exactly why this has occurred, 
we hope it is just a one-off rise. 
WhaL is clear is that further 
research is still needed to shed 
light on to why babies die.” 

Doctors advise parents to 
follow the foundation’s six- 
point Reduce the Risk plan: 

■ Put babies on their backs to 
sleep; 

■ Cut smoking during preg- 
nancy - fathers too; 

■Don’t let anyone smoke in the 
same room as the baby; 

■ Don’t let the baby get too hoc 

■ Keep the baby’s head 
uncovered and 

■ If the baby is unwell, seek 
medical help promptly. 
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DAILY POEM 


Morwenstow 

By Charles Causley 

Where do you come from, sea, 

’ To the sharp Cornish shore. 

Leaping up to the raven's crag? 

: ' From Labrador. 

Do you grow tired, sea? 

Are you weary ever 

Wken the storms burst over your head? 

Never 

Are you hard as a diamond, sea. 

As iron, as oak? 

At* you stronger than flint or steel? 

And the lightning stroke. 

Ten thousand years and mom, sea, 
ibu have gobbled your fill 

SwaBowing sitme and slateJ . 

I am hungrystiU. 

When vaS you nest, sea? : 

When moon and sun * 

Ride only fields ofsah water ... . 

And the land is gone. _'■■■ 

This week’s Daily Poems celebrate the- 80th birthday of the 
Garnish’ poet Charles Causley^ His CoUecied Poems 1941-1997 
— Mjshed by Macmillan (£20) and his Selected Poems for 
by Macmillan Children's Books (£5199). 


Collect pounds, not points, 

with Britain's leading money bock credit cord 


t - 


iat 


The new Alliance & Leicester Credit Card gives 
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There’s no limit on how much money back you 
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everyday purchases. 

It’s simple. Just use your card for all your 
purchases. You’ll find the money back you could 
earn soon adds up. 

You can use your Alliance & Leicester 
Credit Card instead of cash, cheques or other 
cards. Ir all means money back to you. 

double money back in 1 997 

During 1997 you’ll earn 1 % money back on 
every purchase up to £3,000, and 2% money back 
on every purchase over £3,000^ - with no upper 
limit on how much money back you can earn! 


just look at all the other 
advantages you enjoy: 

I money back on every purchase, every year 
I no upper limit on money back 
I low interest rate of 17.9% APR (variable) 

I 1Z9% APR (fixed) on transferred balances* 
until they are repaid 

I no annual fee, unlike many other credit cards \ yes -please send my f 
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I free Purchase Protection 
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Europe 


MOROCCAN \l/ 
HARVEST ^ 


It looks like a bumper 
harvest, writes 
Elizabeth Nash, 
starting a series on 
marijuana in Morocco 


Chefchaouen - The young woman 
flashed a smile and waved a cheery 
greeting as die approached across a 
stubbled field. She was bent double 
under a swaying burden of newly cut 
Irif, the cannabis plant that produces 
the resin or hashish known through- 
out Europe as Moroccan black. The 
luxuriant fronds waved as she 
walked, sending fierce gusts of a pun- 
gent, heady aroma wafting on the 
breeze. 

We had trekked for more than 
three hours up mountain paths be- 
hind the ancient Berber town of 
Chefchaouen in Morocco's northern 
Rif mountains, clambering among 
fragrant pines to reach precipitous 
limestone rocks. 1 wanted to see the 
fcjf harvest, and Mustafa (not his real 
name) look the opportunity to take 
me to the village where his famil y had 
some land. 

The cultivable land around the 
little mountain hamlet was covered 
with dark green cannabis, or Indian 
hemp. We walked amid fields of kif, 
whose delicate serrated leaves 
brushed my shoulders. Densely- 
packed tips exuded a pungent gum- 
my goo, and broke off in my fingers 
with a succulent “ping". 

Mustafa warned me sternly to lose 


my little souvenir before leaving the 
area. Cultivation is not illegal - no 
Moroccan government has dared to 
provoke a revolt among the warrior 
Berbers by banning their favourite 
agricultural activity - but possession 
and trafficking is severely punished. 

Farmers predict that 1997 will be 
a bumper year. 

“From the amount of land under 
cultivation, and the quality of the 
pianL I'd say we were in for a big- 
ger crop than usual,” reckoned one 
observer. “The sun and the rain came 
at the right time and in the right 
quantities. 1 * 

In coming weeks, hundreds of tons 
of this seasons Moroccan black will 
start its clandestine journey across 
the Mediterranean through Spain 
and the Netherlands, sub-divided 
from dealer to dealer with a bi_ 
markup at every step, to end up ! 
sale in London or Manchester at 50 
times the price paid to small pro- 
ducers around Chefchaouen. Up to 
70 per cent of hashish entering 
Britain is reckoned to originate 
from this remote but populous re- 
gion. in an illegal trade that is pros- 
pering, despite efforts by the 
authorities to stamp it oul 

The Grass That Heals, Allah’s 
Chocolate and Madame Tranquifle 
are among the local names, but, 
speaking in the Spanish lingua fran- 
ca of the north, Mustafa called it sim- 
ply La Pianta - the plant. 

It was Friday, and as we ap- 
proached an ancient mosque, a 
dozen or so men who had gathered 
for prayers were sitting quietly un- 
der the fig trees in their long cream 
robes having a smoke. They showed 
me the long wooden pipe that un- 
screws into three handy pieces, with 
its tiny bowl into which they pressed 
a thimbleful of this year's kjf mixed 
w ith last year’s tobacco. It was, they 
agreed, going to be a good year. 



Smoke screen: Moroccan families would rather grow MT, or cannabis, which is twice as profitable as wheat and easier to tend 


AH around, bundles of plant were 
laid tidily on the fiat roofs of the vil- 
lagers’ bouses, or on the ground, or 
on the little makeshift fences of tan- 
gled brandies that delineated indi- 
vidual plots and stopped the goats 
from wandering. 

Some of the stalks were being 
pecked by chickens, a good sign, 
Mustafa said. “When the chickens 
eat the plant they lay good eggs and 
more often," 

We strode on and up, past a few 
rows of tomatoes and peppers, and 
a wedge of land devoted to maize. 
Many villagers do not even bother 
to grow subsistence crops, which 
need careful tending and watering. 
They prefer to grow izf- which flour- 
ishes without great attention - and 
barter at the market for staples like 
potatoes and onions. Mustafa 
thought there seemed far more land 
devoted to kif than when he last vis- 
ited some years back. 

Even the local agricultural au- 
thorities concede kif is twice as 
profitable as alternatives such as 
wheat, and that hefty subsidies will 



be necessary to persuade fanners to 
grow alternative crops. “We have 
nothing else,” the villagers say. 
There were few signs of affluence. 
We were invited into the one- 


roomed house of Mustafa’s relatives, 
a young couple with three children, 
and offered syrupy mint tea. Kif 
fronds peeped over the hole in the 
roof that served as a skylight, but his 


kins man complained at the lack of 
electricity. They boiled up the tin 
teapot over a butane gas cylinder and 
said that at night they had only 
gaslight. It was harsh and bright and 
made it difficult to adjust to the dark- 
ness, uncomfortable for a people who 
navigate mountain ranges by the 
moon and stars. 

As we walked on across the moun- 
tain, looking down on the clusters of 
houses, we waved to a man sitting on 
his roof, carefully plucking off the 
leaves to keep to smoke at home, 
tearing the dose-packed seeds and 
pollen heads - the eyes. In coming 
days, these would be laid over a fine 
straw net for the resin to seep 
through to be collected and pressed 
into dark brown tablets of hashish or 
Chocolate. 

The best quality hashish, the so- 
called Sputnik Double-zero, was 
from this first natural draining 
process. Then the fanners would gen- 
tly tap and bruise the plant with a 
stick to produce more, though of in- 
ferior quality. A thousand kilos of 
plant produces 1kg of average 


Photograph: Rex Features 


hashish or between 300g and 600g 
of the superior stuff. 

Local traders would later comb the 
region, buying up the blocks, often 
loading them on mules for the 30- 
or 40- mile journey north through 
mountain passes to the sea. where 
bigger dealers, perhaps the Italian 
mafia or Spanish networks assisted 
by Britons on the Costa, would as- 
sume the risky - but immensely 
profitable - business of shipping the 
hashish, strapped into 30-kilo bails, 
to markets in the north. 

On our way back down to 
Chefchaouen - whose name means 
“look at the horns of the mountain” 
- we ran the gauntlet of a group of 
smiling young goatherds, harrying 
their charges and tootling on then- 
flutes. And as we neared the town, 
we came upon a wedding party, rau- 
cous with the music of strings and 
trumpets. Some little girls giggled and 
pranced in gold-threaded caftans and 
one paused to hitch her skirt clear 
of the ground, then dapped down the 
cobbled steps in her pointed velvet 
slippers. - ’ 
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Death calls time for an 
old man at Safari Bar 


James R ob ert s 

LIkoni 


They had done their best to 
dean the Safari Bar in LOrooi 
yesterday, but It still smelled of 
blood. “It was all old man's 
blood,” said Priscilla Laeela, 
one of three women, all heavy 
with shock, who were watching 
over the otherwise empty 
premises. “He was my neigb- 
Dour, my very good friend." 

The friend she was talking 
about was Samuel Kamau. the 
owner of the bar, who was mur- 
dered along with his son, David, 
during an armed raid on Sunday 
evening. The raid was the latest 
atrocity to mark the nm-up to 
Kenya’s elections, the date of 
which President Daniel arap 
Moi is expected to spring on the 
national any moment In the last 
elections, in 1992, the focus of 
violence was the Rift Vhlley. This 
year, it is Likoai, a sprawling 
township just across the water 
from Mombasa, where 46 peo- 
ple have been killed in the past 
two weeks. 

Ms Laeela was at the bar yes- 
terday giving what support she 
could to two women Kamau 
employed to manage the place 
- Grace Sfla, who was not work- 
ing on the night of the attack, 
and 35-year-old Hadija Mo- 
hamed, who was. 

Ms Laeela explained that the 
Kamau family were away mak- 
ing the funeral arrangements. 
Then Hadija described what 
happened on Sunday night 


“Only one man came first,” 
she said. “He wanted drinking 
water, and jumped over the 
gale. I told him there was no wa- 
ter, then another jumped over 
and opened the gate. The oth- 
ers invaded - about 100 of 
them. They wore uniforms, mil- 
itary clothes, and high boots - 
if you kick a door it just goes. 
They were armed with guns and 


everything. 
“They wi 


ley went through to the 
owner’s room, straight to it, they 
knew where it was. They 
stabbed the old man. cutting 
open his abdomen. After he fell, 
and his intestines fell out, they 
followed the son. The son said 
“Don’t kill me! The lady has all 
the money.’ I gave them all the 
money, 34,800 shillings (£350) 
I gave them." 


They then took Hadija into the 
bush and threw her into a ditch, 
warning her that she was not to 
make a noise or they would 
come back and finish her. Oth- 
erwise, they were not going to kill 
her as she came from this area. 

The police have not been vig- 
orous in their pursuit of the 
killers. In fact, once they heard 
about the uniforms of the raid- 
ing party, they were gone with- 
in three minutes. Their caution 
is not surprising as the 46 dead 
include 10 of their number. 
Tvn decomposing bodies dis- 
covered outside Likani on Mon- 
day were of officers missing 
since an attack on Likoni police 
station on 13 August, in which 
nine people, including several 
policemen, died. A large stock- 
pile of arms was stolen after that 



Sanctuary: Children in the grounds of 
likoni. where their femmes seek safely™ 


attack, an act to which Mr Moi 
responded by setting a deadline 
of one week for their return. 

Likoai is a township of cor- 
rugated iron built on dirt roads. 
Its inhabitants, a mixture of lo- 
cal people and diverse incom- 
ers hoping to catch some of the 
trickle-down from the tourist 
boom, have rubbed along with- 
out ethnic conflict. 

But now, the tension is pal- 
pable. The raiders have bad one 
message. Up-country people 
must leave the area. And that 
message is being heeded. There 
is only one way in and out of 
Likoni, and that is by ferry 
from Mombasa, If the ferry 
were to stop, there would be no 
escape without the complication 
of deep water. The first thing to 
greet the visitor off the ferry is 
an abandoned police post. 

Yesterday, scores of people 
acutely conscious of their vul- 
nerability were pushing hand- 
carts packed with their 
belongings off the feny and up 
the road Into Mombasa. 
Around -000 up-country peo- 
ple who have decided to leave 
their homes but have nowhere 

else to go are camped out in the 

grounds of the Catholic church, 
protected by soldiers at the 
gate and a wall thorned down 
its length by shards of glass. 

Even so, gunmen raided the 
compound last Friday and killed 
two people. And it is not pos- 
sible to find anyone who be- 
lieves that the raid on the Safari 
Bar will be the last. 


US troops ‘fought in Zaire’ 


John Lichfield 

Rails 


US military advisers trained 
the Rwandan army, and former 
United States special services 
troops fought in the civil war in 
the former Zaire over the last 
two years, according to the 
French newspaper Le Monde. 

The newspaper says that it 
has seen an internal Pentagon 
document which confirms that 
US military advisers helped to 
train Rwandan officers in com- 
bat command techniques. 


Previously, the US has admit- 
ted only that its advisers were 
training Rwandans in mine re- 
moval and concepts of military 
justice. 

The leaked document denies 
that serving US military per- 
sonnel were involved with the 
Rwandan army inside Zaire, 
^tmgside the ultimately suc- 
oessfttl rebel forces of Laurent 
Kabila. But Le Monde says 
French intelligence sources be- 
lieve that up to 60 former US 
special servicemen did serve on 
the front line of the civil war. 


They were, ostensibly, recruited 
as mercenaries by private com- 
panies in the US. but this could 
have been a “deniable" front for 
US government policy. 

Paris has been deeply suspi- 
cious about US intentions in foe 
region since the bloody Rwan- 
dan cnnl war of 1994 removed 
a genoeidal pro-French Hutu 

regime m Kigali and replay] 
an T . Al ¥ , ‘ , Phone. pro- 

'Wn.can Tuts ‘ regime. French 

RwS, haVe ‘hat the 

Rwandan-supported rebellion 
against President Mobutu 


J? 

been 


with Mobutu's forces. 

The document seen by Le 
Monde was prepared fora Con- 
gressional committee investi- 
gating daims by a US group. 
Physicians for Hitman Rights, of 
direct US involvement in the 

Zairean conflict. The paper de- 
nies this allegation. But it admits 
that 200 US troops trained 
Rwandans in “tactical skills " 
and “basic rifle marksmanship”. 
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Cook steams into Montserrat crisis 
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Foreign Secretary orders policy 
review of dependent territories 
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Ocean blue: HMS Liverpool went to Montserrat to supervise the 


Cramped islanders 
find a listening ear 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

Steve Crawshaw 

Kuala Lumpur 

Robin Cook has launched a six- 
mom h review of Britain's De- 
pendent Territories after 
admitting to a failure of com- 
munication over the Montser- 
rat crisis. It also emerged last 
night that the House of Com- 
mons Select Committee on In- 
ternational Development is to 
reconvene to draw up a report 
on the Government's handling 
of the issue. 

Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office officials will be asked to 
talk to each of the remaining 12 
dependencies in the run-up to 
a major policy speech to the De- 
pendent Territories Associa- 
tion (DTA) in February. 

The Foreign Secretary said: 
“There has clearly been a fail- 
ure of communication over the 
last few weeks - but not one of 
policy. We will go through the 
dozen territories and produce 
a custom-made solution for 
each one. The aim is to give 
them confidence that we are 
committed to them for the 
future. We want to give them 
the maximum opportunity to get 
on with their own business." 

Mr Cook, speaking to jour- 
nalists on his aircraft en route 
to South-east Asia, said that a 
review of policy on the depen- 


dent territories would be com- 
pleted by next February, when 
he wQ] address a DTA confer- 
ence. The announcement won 
a warm reception from the 
DTA yesterday. Its chairman, 
Rom Russell. 'said: “We wel- 
. come the statement by the For- 
eign Secretary about the review 
ofthe dependent territories, in 
particular that he has taken a 
personal interest" 

Mr Cook acknowledged that 
concerns orer the future of Hong 
Kong and its 6.5 million inhab- 
itants had dwarfed thinking on 
Britain’s other dependencies in 
the past The remaining territo- 
ries indude the Falkland Is- 
lands, Gibraltar. Bermuda, the 
Cayman Islands, St Helena and 
the Pitcairn Islands. 

It also emerged last night that 
the select committee planned an 
investigation into the back- 
ground to the Montserrat cri- 
sis. Bowen Wells, the Tory MP 
who chairs the committee, said 
he had written to its members 
and expected them to agree to 
reconvene. Some would prob- 
ably visit the island. 

“We recognise that this is an 
emergency and that there are 
very serious accusations being 
handed round. 1 think it is like- 
ly that we should get to the bot- 
tom of it," he said. 

The Liberal Democrats 
claimed credit for both an- 
nouncements last night, saying 


they had nudged both the gov- 
ernment and Mr Wells into ac- 
tion. Menzies Campbell, the 
party’s foreign affairs 
spokesman, said he had written 
to Mr Cook on the matter last 
week. He added that the review 
should lead to an offer of British 
citizenship for all the inhabitants 
ofthe territories -at present they 
do not have the right to live here. 

“The people of the depen- 
dent territories are British sub- 
jects and it is time they were 
treated with the respect they de- 
serve," he said. 

After the sidelining on Mon- 
day of dare Short, Secretary of 
State for International Devel- 
opment. Mr Cook issued a 
statement which appeared to 
praise Ms Short and her de- 
partment for the work that they 
had done. 

But Foreign Office officials 
do not hide tbeir disdain for the 
way that Ms Short and her 
deputy, George Foulkes. have 
handled matters. As one official 
noted: “They haven't done the 
best of jobs in winning hearts 
and minds in recent days." 

Ms Short was keen to take re- 
sponsibility for managing the vol- 
cano crisis, when it first erupted. 
Mr Cook is unlikely to regret the 
fact that Ms Short has been left 
with political egg on her face. 
The apparent message is that a 
“safe pair of hands" is needed. 

Leading article, page 13 




Phi Davison 

On board HMS Liverpool . 

The Rev Sally Theakston, the 
only female Anglican chaplain 
in the Royal Navy, came on 
board this British destroyer on 
Tuesday to help the warship’s 
crew and onshore Moctse rra- 
tiaas cope with volcano-related 
stress. 

The chaplain came on board 
at St John’s. Antigua, with the 
role of being “a friend and ad- 
viser, and a listening ear, to all 
on board and to any Montser- 
ratians I can help". 

Ms Theakston, a leading fig- 
ure in the fight to have women 
ordained, said sbe felt close to 
the islanders because there 
were many Moot serrati axis in 
her earlier Anglican church 
congregation of St John at 
Hackney. “I have two bosses, 
God and the captain," sbe said. 

The 4-5,000 Montserratiaos 
still on the island are increas- 
ingly complaining of stress, not 
only over the threat of another 


major volcanic eruption but 
because of cramped living con- 
ditions in the tiny northern 
zone where they are now 
squeezed. 

The 250-member crew of the 
Liverpool, including around 30 
women, are suffering mainly 
from a continuing cloudstream 
of black. volcanic ash, which gets 
into the eyes and tbroaL The ash 
was particularly thick on Tues- 
day as Captain David Snelson 
took the ship past the aban- 
doned capital of Plymouth, now 
a light grey wasteland of 
boulder-battered, bumt-out and 
ash-covered buildings. 

The HMS Lhvrpool came to 
Montserrat to supervise the 
“voluntary evacuation” of those 
of the remaining islanders who 
opted to leave for nearby islands 
or Britain. But as tbe volcano 
quietened down last week, most 
people opted to stay. “We came 
here expecting a large evacua- 
tion that hasn’t happened,” 
Captain Snelson said. “There 
are more people going back to 


Montserrat than leaving," ac- 
cording to one of his officers. 

Although 1,000 islanders reg- 
istered for the evacuation, only 
35 left during the first three 
days. There have usually been 
at least that number on the dai- 
ly ferry going in the opposite di- 
rection. Some of these are 
relatives coming back to help 
their families pack. Others are 
evacuees who are new mote 
confident the volcano will not 
affect the north of the island and 
that it will be developed with 
British aid. 

“We have made some 
changes. When we announced 
yesterday that people would be 
able to get their airline tickets 
[from Antigua to Britain] here 
on the island, a cheer went up,” 
said Mary Strode, of the aid 
management office of the De- 
partment for International De- 
velopment. “We think that 
system will be more popular and 
it saves us money on Antigua ho- 
tels. People didn’t like the idea 
of going to Antigua and waiting." 
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Notice to customers 
of Halifax International 
(Isle of Man) Limited. 

Halifax International (Isle of Man) Limited announces revised 
interest rates from 1st September 1997 


BALANCE 

ANNUAL INTEREST 

GROSS RA. 

% 

MONTHLY INTEREST 
GROSS RA. 

% 

HALIFAX INTERNATIONAL MANX PREMIUM 

£100,000+ 

7-45% 

7.21% 

£50,000+ 

7.40% 

7.16% 

£25,000+ 

7-15% 

6.93% 

£10,000+ 

6.70% 

6.50% 

. HALIFAX INTERNATIONAL MANX GOLD 




£ 100 , 000 + 
£50,000+ 
£25,000+ 
£ 10 , 000 + 
£5,000+ 
• £500+ 
£ 10 + 


6.90% 

6.75% 

6.30% 

5.60% 

4.45% 

3.45% 


6.69% 

6.55% 

6.13% 

5.46% 

4.36% 

N/A 
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SALE 
PRICE 


SINK, TAPS, WORKTOPS 

AND INTEGRATED DISHWASHER 


£ 1059 78 
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If you have less than £10,000 in your Halifax International Manx Premium account it will 
earn interest at the equivalent Halifax International Manx Gold rate. If you have less than 
£10 in your Halifax International Manx Premium or Halifax International Manx Gold account 
we will only pay interest at 1.00% gross p-a/Gross” means we will not take any tax off the 
interest we pay The accounts s hown above are oniyav^Tatte to residents of the Isle of Man. 

r urther details can be obtained by calling Halifax international 
(Isle of Man) Limited on 01624 612323 (from within the UK) or 
4 612323 (from outside the UK). 
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Milosevic enters Bosnian fray 


Andrew Gtanfael 

Slobodan Milosevic, the strong- 
man of Serbia, looks set to fly 
into Serb-controlled Bosnia to- 
day or tomorrow - his first vis- 
it to the region since the height 
of the war - to intervene in the 
increasingly bitter power strug- 
gle between supporters of his 
erstwhile protege, Radovan 
Karadzic, and the current dar- 
ling of the western diplomats, 
the Bosnian Serb President. 
Biljana Plavsic. 


■ A jS Sar ?' new heights of bitterness since 

jevo said that Mr Milosevic the weekend, when Mis Plavsic 

^ n&r^ ,0 - n i 0 2 y succeeded in wresting control of 
from Belgrade to Banja Luka, the Banja Luka studios ofstate- 
Mrs Plavsics headquarters, controlled television, 
sometime later this week and Thanks almost certainly to 
the trip, looked like a classic the noisy support she has re- 
Milosevic manoeuvre to en- ceived from the West, she has 


Mrs Plavsic's headquarters, 
sometime later this week and 
the trip looked like a classic 
Milosevic manoeuvre to en- 
sure that, whatever the outcome 
of (he crisis, he would get the 
credit for clearing it up. 

The power struggle in the so- 
called Republika Srpska, as the 
Serb-held north and east of 
Bosnia is known, has reached 


by the Serb member of the 
three-man Bosnian federal pres- 
idency, Momcilo Krajisnik, have 
seen their power base in Pale, 
in the mountains above Saraje- 
vo, gradually chipped away since 
the crisis erupted in July. 

Western governments are 


also won over as many as half portraying the conflict as a 
the deputies in the Bosnian Serb stand-off between a pragmatic 
parliament, a sizeable chunk of Mrs Plavsic— seen as willing to 


interested ultimately in parti- 
tioning Bosnia into two or three 
separate units. 

The reality is more compli- 
cated than that, since Mis 
Plavsic is an unrepentant na- 
tionalist with some highly un- 
savoury characters in her camp. 
While it is true that Mr Krajis- 


the police and possibly 50 per 
cent of the mini-state's army 
commanders. 

Mr Karadzic's followers, led 


standoff between a pragmatic nik has been organising a higb- 
Mrs Plavsic - seen as willing to iy lucrative black economy, he 


tor m the whole equation is Mr 
Karadzic, the numberone 
wanted man at the interna- 
tional war crimes tribunal 
The struggle boils down , to 
that subject on which Mr Milo- 
sevic is so learned - power. Up 
to now, the master manipulator 
of Balkan politics has played 
both sides against the middle. 


take steps to implement the 
Dayton peace accords - and a 
hardline Mr Krajisnik, who is 
denounced as a black marketeer 


is also believed by local ob- 
servers to be capable of prag- 


keeping 



Seedy affair: Throwers enjoying the annual Tomatina yesterday, the biggest tomato fight in the world, held in Bunyol, eastern Spain Photograph: Reuters 

Jospin buoyed up by the economic tide 


Everything is going right for Lionel 
Jospin: except for those things which 
arc beginning to go wrong. 

The French Prime Minister travels 
to Bonn today to give what amounts 
to a political and economic progress 
report to Chancellor Helmut Kohl. 
Since their last, difficult tele-a-letc in 
ftmiers in June. Mr Jospin's position 
has been greatly strengthened, partly 
through luck, partly through skill. 

The French economy is picking up: 
the markets have swallowed, for now. 
the promise Ui3t France will almost 
make the entry guidelines for mone- 
tary union this yean the franc remains 
usefully weak but not in free-fall; in- 
flation barely exists; exports are boom- 
ing; opinion polls are encouraging: the 
right-wing opposition is mostly engaged 
in savaging itself. For once, the Franco- 
German summit may be more pre- 
occupied with German political and 
economic problems than French ones. 

But Mr Jospin faces a somewhat 
rougher ride when he goes on to the 
“summer university" of his own 
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French Prime Minister enjoys greater popularity in his country 
than with his political allies, writes John Lichfield in Paris 


Socialist party in La Rochelle at the 
weekend. After three months of grace, 
the radical wing of the party, and Mr 
Jospin's Communist and Green coali- 
tion partners, are beginning to growl 
at his methodical and centrist approach 
to government. 

The immediate cause of the unrest 
is not economic. The left has reluctantly 
accepted that Maastricht wfll take 
precedence over most of the economic 
ideas on which the Socialists cam- 
paigned successfully in May. There is 
to be no large increase in slate-spend- 
ing: the plan to reduce the working 
week to 35 hours will probably be put 
off for three years; the promise of 
790,000 state-paid or subsidised jobs 
for the young will be phased in grad- 
ually; there will be no miraculous cure 
for unemployment. Everything wfll be 
mortgaged to Maastricht and an up- 


turn in growth (now forecast to reach 
3 per cent next year). 

In return, parts of the left and the 
Greens had hoped for some form of 
emotionally-satisfying, symbolic left- 
ward shift in cost-free social policy, es- 
pecially on immigration. Mr Jospin let 
it be known this week, however, that 
he would introduce only cosmetic 
changes to the restrictions on immi- 
gration. and the tougher controls on 
illegal immigration, introduced by 
successive right-wing governments. 

This has been greeted as a betrayal. 
Hundreds of thousands of left-leaning 
French people, led by prominent in- 
tellectuals. demonstrated against the 
previous government's toughening of 
the laws m March. Mr Jospin himself 
(reluctantly) joined one of the demon- 
strations. The Socialist programme in 
the May election promised to abolish 


all the laws and start from scratch. In 
fact, the proposals put forward by the 
interior minister, Jean-Pierre Chevene- 
raent. accepted the thrust of a judicial 
inquiry and suggested that the existing 
laws be softened in places but mostly 
preserved. The Greens warned yes- 
terday that the proposals “would cause 
a serious crisis of confidence, within the 
governing majority, and between this 
majority and its electors". A Socialist 
deputy, Yana GaluL warned that Mr 
Jospin would have enormous difficul- 
ties getting the proposals through the 
National Assembly. 

The issue is a dangerous one for Mr 
Jospin. It divides the Socialists down one 
of their most explosive fault lines: be- 
tween the mostly middle-class “moral” 
left on the one hand and the more work- 
ing class “economic” left on the other. 
Mr Chevenement, bead of a populist. 


Socialist splinter party, is one of the 
fiercest opponents of Maastricht but 
dose to white, woikmg-dass opinion on 
immigration. His silence on the pro- 
EMU approach of the Jospin adminis- 
tration may depend partly on beinggjven 
his own way on immigration policy. 

What is more surprising is thar Mr 
Jospin's retreat from campaign promis- 
es across a broad front has not dam- 
aged his popularity in the country. It 
was precisely the accusation that they 
had campaigned on one set of policies, 
and governed with others, which mor- 
tally damaged the previous adminis- 
tration of Alain Juppd Mr Jospin is 
getting away with it, so far. 

As said yesterday, the Prime 

Minister has perfected the art of “walk- 
ing backwards on tip-toes” How to ex- 
plain this paradox? Partly, it seems, the 
French instinctively like and trust the 
school-masterly Mr Jospin, where they 
instinctively disliked and distrusted 
the bureaucratic Mr Juppe. But the 
sense of a rising economic tide may also 
be buoying up Mr Jospin's popularity. 
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Disco bombing suspect held 

Musbah Abulghasem Eter, a Libyan who ^Gerreany - 

after allegedly confessing to a role in the 1986 bombmg of.- 
a Berlin disco was arrested as be strolled down a Rome ■ 
street. The disco bombing killed two US soldiers and a 
Turkish woman, and injured 230, many of them American 
soldiers. The attack prompted the US administration to 

order the bombings of Libya's two biggest cities m A P™ 

19S6. AP ~ Rome 

Paris’s new spymaster 

France appointed a left-winger, Jean- J acques Pascal, to 
head the country’s counter-espionage operations, the 

Direction de la Surveillance du Territoire. He has been ■ 

police personnel director and head of the Renseignements 

Generaux, the political intelligence unit. 

Reuters - Paris 

Croatian Serbs trek home 

More than 200 Croatian Seths left the enclave of Eastern 
Slavonia to return to their homes across Croatia in the 
biggest such movement so far. Eastern Slavonia, which has . 
been run by the UN for a year and a half, should revert to 
Zagreb rale in January next year. Between 110,000 and 
140.000 Serbs are estimated live there. Reuters - Zagreb 

Orthodox approach 

The head of the Russian Orthodox Church, Alexfy 13, said 
that “North American standards" of freedom of religion 
should not be applied to Russia. “We must completely bar 
proselytising.” Alexfy said, referring to “non-traditionar 
faiths, following a meeting with the archbishop of Vienna. 

Reuters - Moscow 

Follow that car 

Police in the Brazilian dty of Recife were left without 
transport after authorities seized about 100 stolen cars 
being used by officers. “It was normal practice for ■ 

detectives and inspectors to commandeer stolen cars and ~ . 
use them as if they were their own,” said PedroJkantisco 
da Silva, a spokesman for the security department^ ' : *• 
Pernambuco state. Reuters - Brasflta 

Swiss sterilisation scandal 

Swiss women's groups reacted with shock and outrage to ■ 
revelations by a historian that doctors sterilised mentally 
handicapped patients against iheirwill under a law passed 
in 1928. Hans Ulrich Jost, a professor of history at the 
University of Lausanne, told Swiss television that many 
Swiss people - nine out of 10 of them women - were 
affected by the campaign in the French-speaking western 
canton of \faud. He said that a copy of the law, which was - 
passed in Vaud in 1928, was requested by Adolf Hitler in - 
1934 as a basis for Nazi Germany's own racist legislation. 

Reuters - Geneva 

Sweden’s Olympic fears 

A week before the 2004 Olympics site is chosen, 

Stockholm's hopes of winning are overshadowed by threats 
that terrorists will strike again. A shadowy extremist group 
opposed to Stockholm's bid claimed responsibility for 
Monday's bombing of Sweden's largest stadium, the New 
Ullevi in Goteborg. The claim was contained in a letter 
sent from Sweden and received by The Associated Press in 
London - AP- Stockholm 

Gulf Americans warned 

The US embassy in Kuwait told Americans in the Gulf 

be . cauU ?“5 a caller warned of a possible 

attack against a US target today. Reuters - Kuwait 
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Richard Lloyd Parry 

Tokyo 

The Japanese government is 
developing a supersonic pas- 
senger aircraft, three times the 
size of Concorde, which could 
fly between Tbkyo and London 
in little more than five hours. 

Cbncorde-san, as the new pro- 
ject is likefy to become known, is 

intended to carry 300 passengers, 
about the same size as the cur- 
rent generation of sub-sonic jum- 
bo jets. It will fly at a speed of 
Mach 2-4 compared to Mail 0.85 
for a Boeing747-400, drastical- 
ly reducing the current flight 
time of 11 to 13 houis between 
Japan and western Europe. 

Financially viable supersonic 
travel is one of the holy grails of 
the aerospace industry. But the 
! high cost of the technology, has 
so far rendered projects lure 
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An artist’s impression of the Japanese supersonic passenger 
aircraft to rival Concorde Photograph: Quadrant Picture Library 


Concorde unprofitable- The 
aim a ft is beinedevel- 


| oKdbv the Ministry of Trade 
and International Industry m 
collaboration with a consortium 

of private companies including 
Mitsubishi Heavy Industries. 

Last year, the ministry spent 

3.75bn yen (£20m) on the re- 
search and development of a 
Mach 5 supersonic engine 
known as HYPR. and « is hop- 


ing to spend ¥800m in 1998 on 
developing materials for build- 
ing a supersonic aircraft body. 
The al umini um alloy currcnify 
used in passenger jets cannot 
withstand the 200 degrees centi- 
grade temperatures generated 
through wind resistance during 
supersonic flight, and Mit- 
subishi hopes to come up with 
a carbon fibre compound alloy 
capable of performing the task. 

Japan's aerospace industry 
has had little impact on the in- 
ternational marker, largely be- 
cause the country's post-war 
“peace constitution” forbids il 
from exporting any military 

equipment or technology. A 
number of civilian aircraft have 


been developed but they have all 
been commercial failures, and 
the latest effort, a small pas- 
senger jet called the YSX. is a 
“paper plane" and has not been 
manufactured in large numbers. 

"They've proved that they can 
build aircraft, but the problem is 
selling and supplying them in 
competition with far more ex- 
perienced companies like Boe- 
ing and Airbus.’’ said Paul Lewis, 
Asia editor of Flight Interna- 
tional. “Their imagination has 
been caught by ihe dream of pro- : 
during something futuristic for 
the 21si ceniuiy, but if they've 
continually failed to build a 
small 100-seat jet, it’s unlikely that 
they'll ever do it on their own." 


Remote control units are easily 
broken and are not cheap to 
replace so we are particularly 
pleased to after this reason- 
ably priced and effective method of protect- 
ing them. 

- Stretches to fit most sizes of remote 

control -TV. Video, Stereo and Satellite. 

. Suction pads secure to TV, glass, 
cupboards, etc. 

• Holds batteries in place even when 
battery cover is missing. 

• Nontax. i 

•Washable. i 

Colours available: Black, grey or red 

Two tor |ust £9.99 I 

HOW TO ORDER 

® 01 753 642234 Jj 

01753 648130 

UJ*3J your Credit Card or send p 

ccapleted coupon with crossed w 

cheque or postal orders to: * 

THE INDEPENDENT UNIVERSAL 

REMOTE CONTROL CHARD OFFER 

PO Box 261 
Slough SL2 3R.U 

OterawitaaB UK martfond only. Please T 

days tor dolivwy tram race** ! s 

' cays It n«campteteiy satefed. 

This dossnaieBea your stetlrtjfy rtgnts. T 

. 1 ^ 1 I- 



nry Ada™, 'T , ^ ffi . , 


I H 

-^^nmmirrn 

My Name Is (Mftbs/Msj 


p ° aeMe 

, 1 — ■ Signature 

CONmOL GUARD OFF 


jyj* 6- 


(JpPjtl £> }jSk> 


-BUS 


trek home 


roach 


at»n scare 


- y "s‘ 


E ■ 


U'i 

■ • '■ ’W* ✓ * ' **. ■ 

• • •' * i' - - -.1 

•vk- 


• v * 


"'w 


ip h-J 



****?•%%, • ' e? **‘ • 


: v<V • -v 


I J 


•\f&3 


PCwORLD 


„LOW 


— 


* 


i'% 





■jmmaefs "M.m K n s.mr. »— m f a w w wi c iB m' 








£, f/ * 


PC SALE 


SAVE to £400 


SAVE 

£200 


• j 



PACKARD 

BELL 

166MHz Pentium Processor. 
16Mb RAM. 2Cb hard disk. 
Eght speed multimedia. 

7 Mb PCI graphics. 

FREE over El 000 worth of 
software* inclu din g 
i Windows *95 & Works.* 

5 Was £1299. MODEL 9025. 
HURRY LIMITED STOCKS 


£1099 


the computer superstore 

jSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS^MSSSMiSiSSiSSSSil^SSSSSS^^ ^ ^ 

BRITAIN'S 

BIGGEST 

COMPUTER 



CTX 


)6AMHr Cyrix Media HLI 
CXPidccsSoc HI 

BMb EDORAM. ■ 

K2Cb hard disk I f i 

16 speed muMmedia. 

Windows "95. MODS: UCMlG&v. 


£799 


166JWHzPflnfim TB W I AV I 
Processor with HhMh 

£999 j 

1 -6Gb hard disk. Nil S*J*J*S 
2S6k cache menKHy. 16 speed multimedia. 
33.6Kbps data/fax modem. 

MODEL- Acres PI66 MMX Desktop. 


16GMHz Pufiolkl mk*k 
Processor with PmAmHBM 

MMXfedwibn: .HAI 

16Mb EDO RAM. 

2Gb harddisk. \=LU£i 
16 speed multimedia. 1Mb PCI Graphics. 
33^Xbps data/fax modem. MOOB.-MS40 5166. 


SAVE 

£400 

TTT 



150MHz Pcntiun. W -Ara T |T|W 

Processor. M— r» 

16Mb RAM. .AAA E 

T. 6Gb hard drive. I rUHH J 
256k cadre. 

1 MblrQ Graphics. Eight speed multimedia. 
16 bit stereo sound. FREE over £1008 
worth of software.* Was £1 199. 

MODEL' 90160. HURRY LIMITED STOCKS 


3.1Gb hard disk 
16 speed multimedia with sub-woofer. 
15“ monitor. Unique split case design. 
Was£2W. £1999. 

MODEL Aptwa 56S. 


233MHz Perth™* W jTj F ■ T a 
Processor with A-Om! 
MMX Technology. I .WAf] 

16Mb SyncD RAM. I £1 # zlz3 
4Gb hard drive. N="-SI" 
24 speed muJtimedia. 2Mb 3D Graphics. 
33.6Kbps data/bx modem. 2 x USB ports, 
was £2199. 

MODEL: Presario 4526 Minitowet- 


1 66MHz PccBnw B L| 

Processor wMb . !■■■■■■ 
MMXfedmotogy. -.ffOOl 

16Mb RAM. 2.1Gb- L FI ISfSf J 
harddisk 1 Mb PQ 

graphic. 16 speed muhnheda. 33.6Kbps cbt^fen 
modem. Was £1099. MODEL Pavilion 3120. 


UUtHxpnfin W jbTiTl 
Processor oRb MMX M T.^ ^. 

» Ge 219S 

4Gbhmlcfek \mowm 

24 speed mutemetfia. 336Kbps data/Eu modem. 
2Mb 64 bit graphics. 2 * USB ports. 

Was £2399. MODEL Presario 4810 Mnatowet 


280MHz Pertkm ■ ^ 

Processor widi 

sw*-&1199 

2.1Gb hard disk ^ 

512k cadie memory. 16 speed 
muftimedk 2Mb 30 Graphics. 

Windows 95 & Works. Was £1299. 
MODEL LPX20G. 


225MHz Power PC ■ 3 [|TV 
603o Processor 

srsi. U 169S 

12 speed multimedia. 

33^Kbps (fata/fax modem with speakerphone. ! ? 
Was £1799. 

MODEL- Power Macintosh 5500. 


*y 



*■ 


SAVE 

£300 








r . • 

, j.s*ec 







\r.. 4.V-V r. 



EPSON 


Colour InkJet Printer. 

Up to 1440 x 720 dpi resolution 
(Nack and colour). Up to 6 page 
per minute (black). Was £269. 

MODEL Stylus Color 600. 


3, 


■ ? . 


- -v** 


EPSON 


Up to 720 x 


£20 


£1Q 

KEir’ill 




wwtm 


SAVES £150 




Erf?* 


PLUSTEK 

24-bit Colour Flatbed 
Scanner. 

600 x 300 dpi optical resolution. 
4800 dpi interpolated resolution. 

Indudes 
software. 

Was £129. 


SAVE 


• ’ • 


Dpuc Pro 4800. 


AOPEN 76x 


SAVE ^ MIC ROTEK E3 SAVE 

£20 £30 







Ls* _ ~~ i w «** 1 ^ 





COMPAQ 

200MHz Pentium Processor with 
MMX Technology. 

1 6Mb SyncD RAM. 33Gb hand disk. 

T6 speed multimedia. 2Mb 3D Graphics 
card. 33.6Kbps data/faxmodem. 

2 x USB ports. Was £1999. 

MODEL Presario 4506 Mkrotower. . 


£400 

mm 




wiB , t „ 



OVER 




PC & PRINTER 
PACKAGE 






:3^-“ 


MICROSOFT 
3D PRO 


Unjo^e V,!^^ Ll59 

Uigna^opbcal technology, 
was 


SAVE ^ HAYES ACCUR A 56k SAVE' 

tl O ■ Ml i hi £20 


_MATRQ XMYSTIQU£ 4Mb SAVE ^ CANON CANOSCA N 300 SAVE 

£30 £130 


16 Mb SyncD RAM. 2 . 1 Cb hard disk. 16 speed 


modem. Was £1499*. £1299. MODEL: Presario 4220 


PORTABLE SALE nr 

ill , 

SCRltN 




Indudes software. 


SAVE 

£50 





US ROBOTICS kicix#mEPSONGT^ 9500 S^E 
WINMODEM jNtW »!■■ : , £150 

liFTtni 


MsraM Hs/Voke 


TEXAS 


/ SAVE 

£1 50 


16Mb RAM. 12Gb hard disk to 


1 13* SVGA TFT colour display 
2 x Type U PCMCIA slots. 

Was £1699. 

MODEL Ethos P133E 


SAVE 

£100 

lESBI 


HITACHI SOFTWARE ENGINEERING ^ SAVE 

£1QQ 

£200 

Mimna 


SOFTWARE SALE 


SAVE 





.-4UW 


l \ '&&, #• 


NORTON 

ANTI-VIRUS 2 PLUS UnUTIES 2. 

The best selling Anti Vims and 
Utilities titles all packaged into one 
superb bundle for your PC Total 
Separate Selling Pnce £108.99. 


HALF 


m 


m 


SiLEhllll THE COMPUTER 


PCWORLD 



FIRST AID SAVE 
97 £15 

iScray 


SAVE 

£15 . 


SAVE 

CIO. 


USE 


■‘■j i nil 


SAVE 

ero. 


SUPERSTORE 


ULTIMATE " SAVE OVER 
QUAKE PACK _ £ 3P . 

iSSOT 


ITT 


asE 







i %wtsm%s&mi 


■■tip-- 


t r 






SAVE 

CTO 

SAVE 

CTO 


Ti r /. 


fTT^ 


^ 

*\+rt+\ \ 


II 




SAVC 

£ 20 . 


m 











CrWr 


LONDON AREA 




NiiJL 




12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION 

WITH NO DEPOSIT ON ALL PRODUCTS OVER C 250 


%£Ut attired Fra InpadtiUIxfw^iXMhTlr I3hnionlHp9f»icrt 
lyplalrwri^fc- Cdih(Bte£l5DaftoiijiH. 1 1 ntnHypqncnKcl £M.7I BatSKcrf 
UUJ.l3®te(adhejnft;c#<wtl ir*pttneit[7*Mcrea'lpM^»iJf isca 




I” 

v a v # ■ SPREAD THE COST with 48 monthly repayments 


APR 


♦(Wttaawawnw*ujinBBi»iatws.f 


ft^fflampteltutoraena WrtrdbehmSw 13 irwrth oftm feacd 
£ lEOa M rrtcrtHy rvtrmentrd £ 5 ^ 71 . TbGi dmoun pail EMHffl 


I TU S«£, TWSD WTOraCNT ®UMC PSKE5 OF 0«_g?UIWia<riag (BEUIOUC KSffi JW*5 UlWliUS FOB PRE-L0UOT Wif,i4 II* IMR «*5Z>€ LOCO ?Qraj*1 J\flt RttaSIDSC «fli fc. VX M A -iKSDiftWy Of Tj^C: Jriifi CCt5W^I*.«. 

«iPMCH*ZUZ*WI HWTT&l CJE ' QwwWMSJWOmElf ON REQUEST ffiOtt: DS>I Itt/PO* I«njliax«aiu£, HESE. HBIPSIE<il HPJ 7TG 









































WIW.E * u.* 


25 


12 


obituaries / gazette 

David Warbeck 



When David Warbeck first ar- 
rived in London from New 
Zealand in 1965 he must have 

quickly realised th3t his face was 
bis fortune. Possessed of that 
brand of good looks usually de- 
scribed as ruggedly handsome, 
his powerfully masculine pres- 
ence was the very stuff of an ac- 
tion-man hero or the dashing, 
firm-jawed lover on the cover of 
a Barbara Cartland romance. 

He went on to achieve cult 
status as the star of a whole se- 
ries of cheaply made, racy Ital- 
ian action movies, but it was as 
a photographic model that he 
quickly earned his early success, 
becoming a familiar image in 
countless advertising shots 
across the world promoting 
everything from Courvoisier 
brandy and Martini to cable-knit 
pullovers, blue jeans and ice- 
cream. His modelling career 
proved lucrative and through the 
Seventies and Eighties he could 
command £300,000 for a couple 
of television commercials. 

However the dual career he 
pursued far less money but 
with far greater zest - and 
which appealed far more to his 
cheerfully extrovert sense of ad- 
venture and fun - was as an ac- 
tor in a huge number of shock 
and horror movies. During 25 
feverishly busy years he ap- 
peared in nearly SO films. Most 
were Italian, many of de- 
plorable quality, and nearly all 
of a genre known as exploita- 
tion or sexploitation films - and 
sometimes, to those in the 
know, as "spaghetti splarter'*- 
In 1972 he got his first Ital- 
ian film job in A Fistful of 
Dollars , actually a superior 
spaghetti western, directed by 
the redoubtable Sergio Leone, 
in which he was spotted by a wily 
Italian talent agent who se- 
cured him, five years later, the 
starring role in The Last Hunter 
which not only placed Whr- 
beck firmly in the lead but had 
him cruelly menaced by straf- 
ing helicopter fire, rats, snakes, 
giant spiders and some ap- 
palling oriental actors. 


such titles as Cat 
CTNine Tails , Slier Fish, Zom- 
bie Flesheaters and Cosmic 
KTBer, the posters for WSubeck’s 
films invariably depict him fend- 
ing off. with appropriate forti- 
tude. a whole barrage of lethal 
dangers including giant cobras, 
naked female vampires, whole 
armouries of deadly weapons, 
death rays from outer space, 
man-sized rats and frequently 
blonde bimbos. 

As a seasoned traveller in the 
gory land of schlock Wubeck’s 
forte was to shoulder the bur- 
den of these absurd inventions 
with a light and easy assurance 
and much self-effacing charm, 
retaining in the face of all this 
lurid mayhem a reasonably 
straight-faced dignity. The fact 
was that he relished the non- 
sense which frequently enabled 
him to appear with such dis- 
tinguished veterans as Joan 
Crawford. Ava Gardner. An- 
thony Quinn, Jack Pallance and 
Peter Cushing and he always ex- 
pressed amused incredulity 
when the vagaries of changing 
taste elevated what Warbeck 
hims elf had regarded as cheer- 
ful, simple -minded trash hi gh in 
the esteem of the fashionably 
avant-garde. 

Six years ago the defiantly 
tasteless Russ Meyer was 
awarded a retrospective at the 
National Film Theatre when 
clips were shown from Black 
Snake - the whip! (1973) in 
which Warbeck had starred op- 
posite the ubiquitously fash- 
ionable Anoushka Hempel. 
War beck’s career too, was 
celebrated in 1994 at the Every- 
man Gnema, Hampstead, with 
screenings of his films such as 
City of the Living Dead and 
Zombie Flesheaters and at which 
he made a appearance accom- 
panied by his long-time direc- 
tor. Lucdo FulcL 

Warbeck. born David 
Mitchell, in Christchurch, New 
Zealand, was of Scottish descent 
and after school in Christchurch 
and Invercargill he went on to 
train as an arts teacher. He also 


took up amateur dramatics, 
where his dashing good looks 
and natural aptitude quickly got 
him accepted by a small pro-: 
Sessional company which toured 
local schools. 

It was there that fas work was 
rewarded with a New Zealand 

Arts Council scholarship to 
RADA With his bride of one 

month be arrived in London in 

1965 and enrolled at RADA 
where he remained for only four 
terms. His failure to finish at 
drama'sehool did little to deat 
his progress however, and 
alongside his burgeoning career 
as a photographs: model he be- 
gan to appear regularly on tele- 
vision ana in rep. Appropriately 

dnemtawasin 1971 in the Ham- 
mer horror film "Brins of Evil, 
featuring a pair of vamipiric 
fanged asters. 

A year later came ^4 Fistful of 
Dollars and his break into the 
realms of Italian shock-horror. 
The big disappointment of his 
career, which prevented him 
from becoming universally 
known, was when he just missed 
being sel e cted from the short list 
of contenders to play James 
Bond, following in the footsteps 
of Sean Connery and Roger 
Moore. 

Wirbeck was a warm, gre- 
garious man with a boisterous 
sense of humour who was gen- 
uinely beguiled by the fact that 
what he called “my truly awful 
films” became taken up by the 
new connoisseurs of schlock. 
With his easy, open, down- 
under charm be was aiy* a 
generous and convivial host 
who liked nothing better than 
to entertain with his wife, Lois, 
and his long-time friend David 
Lehal, at his extraordinary tur- 
reted Hampstead palazzo. 

Known as the convent, this 
high Victorian gothic folly was 
built by associates of Sir George 
Gilbert Scott at the time of the 
construction of St Pancras Sta- 
tion and had been the scene of 
many a musical soir6e when 
Gilbert and Suffivan, George 



Fergus Provan 


Provan achieved renown as a 


gin eering with 
Brother? 


invention- Tbday, in an era 
when smart new restaurants 
seem to open by th e minut e, 
television cookery programmes 
are more frequent than stna- 
tion comedies, celebrity chefs 
Se^^Uight with pop- 
stars, sportsmen and models here that he . „ 
^^r?th^^lves the flavour the elaborate skills 

of the month, but then, Provan 
is of special interest ha r 

been a most unshowy and 


Macfariane. 

is in Calhcait, but in 

1962 he came to London hav- 
ing decided that he was far more 
suited to a career in the cater 
ing trade. Fbr the next five 
yeSrs he trained at the Saw 
Hotel, learning every branch of 
hotel management and ft whs 


restaurant 


Wmtoeck In Ark of tf» Sun God, one of *my truly awful TOms 1 , taken igi by new comofesens of sctdock 


Grossmith and Ellen Tbrry 
would perform in the house’s 
miniature salon theatre. Fbrtwo 
decades David 'Warbeck lovingly 
devoted himself to the con- 
vent’s restoration achieving an 
effect that was almost over- 
whelming, its cavernous crim- 
son intenor displaying a heady 
mix of mirror and gilt, cof- 


fered ceilings, pointed arches, 
falling draperies and glittering 
kmck-knacks, all merged to- 
gether into a spectacular and es- 
oteric fusion of camp and kitsch 
and the authentically Victorian. 
It could have served as the 
backdrop for one of his more ex- 
otic movie adventures, but for 
the ebullient British hero of Ital- 


ian schlock ft provkled the per- 
fect settaag. 

Dock Granger 

David Mitchell (David War- 
beck), actor and model: bom 
Christchurch, New Zealand 17 \ 
November 1941; married 1965 
Lois Shephard (one daughter); 
died London 23 July 1997. 


Professor Robin Skelton 


r 


Two important strands con- 
tribute to the rich life of the poet 
Robin Skelton. Six years ago he 
retired from the Department of 
English (and Department of 
Creative Writing, which he had 
founded) at the University of 
Victoria. British Columbia. He 
was. as he said of himself, first 
a poeL then a teacher, yet the 
teacher is a subtle ingredient in 
his work. 

In 1963 he published a vol- 
ume modestly called Poeuy in 
the "Teach Yourself* senes, 
and in 1 97 1 The Practice of Po- 
etry appeared, both of which 
may indicate a two-fold ap- 
proach to poetry. First, that to 
do it you must know how to. but 
secondly, that endowed with the 
creative energy, one can bring 
oneself to do it. Within these 
limitations, creative energy is 
teachable, and on these princi- 
ples all creative writing de- 
partments are predicated. 
However, the stress on the 
"how-to" which leads on to the 
“able-to" itself indicates a com- 
ponent in the character of Skel- 
ton’s own poeLiy. 

In 1964 he edited (with an in- 
troduction) for Penguin Books 
the influential and important Po- 
etry of the Thirties, and although 
Skelton claimed, rightly, to have 
responded in his poetry to many 
other poets, the attention to the 
Thirties poets, the work of 


David Gascoyne and Dylan 
Thomas notwithstanding, snows 
him to be not a modernist poet 
but a contemporary one, of the 
"tell*’ side of the dictum “show 
not lelT. The vigour of his work 
fuses with the impulse to tell and 
interpret how the experience is, 
rather than to show how it is, and 
in this he is not so much the 
modernist as having more in 
common with younger poets 
writing now. 

This positioning of the self, 
and re-creative self, with expe- 
rience. is visible in "Eagle”. 
Some affinity exists between this 
poem and Ted Hughes’s “Hawk 
Roosting”, in theme and in 
rhythm, but even the staunchest 
modernist would concede that 
Skelton's approach ("telling”) 
here widens the aperture of vi- 
sion (in both meanings) to pro- 
vide a view of man from the 
eagle's Olympian position, “I kill 
what I can bring into my 
height." Equally, what is com- 
pelling in the poem is not so 
much the eagle’s capacity to 
view up a height as what it is he 
sees - man with a small but not 
reductive “m”. Humans in their 
essence are composed of limi- 
tations. Fbr although it is the 
small(er) creature the eagle 
can and does lift up to their 
destruction, 

theywau± the dwindling of their day, 
perceive 


the small earth small, self-cancelling, 
ami share 

the shock that is the last discovery; 
here 

they learn abandonment of every 
word . 

and are self-rent before I rend . . . 

So ft is by compelling analo- 
gy that as the eagle sees these 
small creatures available to his 
predatory nature, so the read- 


ers, through the eagle’s inter- 
pretive vision, see humanity 
available to death's certainty. 
And in this we abruptly, realise 
the traditional depths of Robin 
Skelton’s art and psyche: 

... I mage - measGod 

I am the final judgement and the 

rock. 

So where Hughes is still 
(comparatively) predator- 


‘Eagle’ 

Vertigo is my territory. Man 
only another movement, another shift 
in arrangement of shadows beneath my shadow, 
angular, thick-boned, cumbersome, and bad meat 

Ido not trouble him or die larger kind, 
having no love of eating on the ground ; 

I kill what I can bring into my height, 
what I can raise up until, terror-stunned, 

they watch the dwindling of their day, perceive 
the small earth small, self-cancelling, and share 
the shock that is the last discovery; here 
they learn abandonment of every word 

and are self-rent before I rend and eat 
what they already have forgotten, locked 
on fear and splendour. Image me as God. 

Iam the final judgement and the rock. 

From New Oxford Book of Canadian Verse in English 
(Oxford University Press, 1982) 


creature centred, Skelton’s vi- 
sion sees life as judged by death 
inherent (as most myths have it) 
in creation. 

Realising this lesson in tra- 
dftkmality remtroducesus to the 
range of Skelton’s performance. 
He wrote much poetry, there 
are books on Synge (1971 and 
1972) and he is the editor of the 
work of the important poet 
David Gascoyne {Collected Po- 
ems, 1965 and Collected Verse 
Jhznslations, 1970); and he was 
co-founder and editor from 
1967 of the substantial Malahat 
Review, an issue of which was 
devoted to the work of the un- 
der-rated poet, art-critic and lit- 
erary essayist Herbert Read 
(whose poems were republished 
by Sinclair-Stevenson in 1992). 

Skelton was Yorkshire-born 
and educated (Pocklington 
Grammar School) and received 
his MA at Leeds University in 
1951. From lecturer in English 
at Manchester University, be 
became Centenary Lecturer 
at the University of Massa- 
chusetts in 1962, and a year lat- 
er moved to Canada, becoming 
Associate Professor of English, 
then Professor, at the Univer- 
sity of Victoria in British 
Columbia. 

In a substantial article on his 
poetry in Contemporary Poets 
(19S5) George Woodcock ends 
by declaring that Skelton “be- 



effaong pioneer. 

He first came to prominence 

m October 1968, as both chef 
and restaurateur, when at the 
ace of 27 and in partnership 
vnth his old friend and fellow 
Scot, Stewart G rims haw, he 
opened a small restaura n t next 
to the Brampton Cemetery m 
London. 

The site Provan had chosen 
for his first venture was a dis- 
used ladder storeroom and 
much imagination and effort 
was put into its conversion, 
with Provan masteamnding the 
kitchen and Grimshaw the 
restaurant’s style. In view of its 
location, the two partners were 
originally tempted to name it 
The Last Supper but eventual- 
ly this whimsical notion was re- 
sisted in favour of the chefs 
sturdy, no-nonsense Scottish 
surname. 

It was as Pravan’s that the 
restaurant opened its doors, 
quickly achieving fame and suc- 
cess as one of the most popu- 
lar places to eat out for the 
young trend-setters of the late 
Sixties. 

Unlike the gleaming, mini- 
malist emporia of the mid- 
Nine ties with their vast seating 
areas, brisk turnover of covers 
and now obligatory resem- 
blance to beached transatlantic 
Thirties liners, Provan's was 
essentially a crowded, cosy ren- 
dezvous. With its bright yellow 
table drabs, plain d£cor and rat- 
tan furniture it represented the 
best that a simple restaurant 
could offer gooa fresh food, un- 
pretentious surroundings, mod- 
est prices, a high degree of 
friendly, personal service and a 
lively and amusing clientele - a 
clientele which appreciated the 


of a first-class 
kitchen- , • 

In the same year he also met 
the urbane Walter Baxter, 
which marked a turning point 
in his life and which eventual- 
ly enabled him tO SCt Up OB his 
own. Baxter was nota ble for 
combining two very different 
flings, being both, a best- 
selling author and a highly suc- 
cessful restaurateur. His novel 
Look Down in Merer (1951) was 
hailed, like Gore Vidal’s The 
City and the Pillar (1948). as a 
pioneering study of gay 
relationships in a hostile and in- 
different world. Baxter's restau- 
rant The Chanterelle, in South 
Kensington, which specialised 
in French cuisine, was then 
one of the longest established 
and most influential restau- 
rants in private ownership and 
was to retain its hi g h reputation 
through another three decades. 

Provan became Baxter's 
long-time companion, enter- 
ing on a partnership which was 
to endure for 30 years. In- 
evitably their lives and work be- 



Pr o v a n: *a bormie big lad* 



Skelton: a poat, than a teacher 

longs not to one part but to the 
whole tradition of English po- 
etry”. True though this is, with 
the formula being more “Eng- 
lish poetry” than “poetry in Eng- 
lish languages” Skelton’s move 
to Canada was undeservedly at 
the expense of attention to his 
work in the UK since. 

jonSffkin 

Robin Skelton, poet, critic and 
English scholar: bom Easington, 
East Yorkshire 12 October 1925; 
Assistant Lecturer in English, 
Manchester Univen&y 1951, Lec- 
turer 1954; Associate Professor of \ 
English, University of Victoria, 
British Columbia 1963-66, Pro- 
fessor of English 1966-91. 

Founder Chairman cf Depart- 
ment of Creative Writing 1973- 
76; married 1957 Sylvia Jarrell 
(one son, two daughters); died 
Victoria, British Columbia, 
Canada 22 August 1997. 


huge platters of fresh vegetables 
which came with every main 
course and the chefs Scottish 
specialities such as smoked 
haddock souffle. In a rare aber- 
rational moment, Provan also 
Invented a camembert Ice- 
cream which proved not to be 
a great culinary success. 

The restaurant’s main dining 
area was a long corridor-like 
room that gave the not unwel- 
come feeling of dining in a 
spruced-up railway carriage, 
one which agreeably combined 
both animation and intimacy. It 
quickly drew a regular clientele 
from among the bright young 
people of the time and nearly 
always boasted a sprinkling of 
newsworthy celebrities with the 
chef himself invariably in vigi- 
lant attendance, supervising 
every last garnish on every 
last dish. 

The Beatles were among the 
restaurant’s early customers 
and so were David Bailey, Twig- 
gy, Donovan, Zandra Rhodes 
and Ossie Clarke. A frequent 
diner was the cookery writer 
Elizabeth David, of whom 
Provan confessed to be in awe 
although she quickly became 
both friend and mentor. Per- 
haps Provan’s worst moment 
came when he was unable to 
find a table for Richard Burton 
and Elizabeth Taylor. 

Provan was born in Paisley, 
Renfrewshire and educated at 
Paisley Grammar School. After 
leaving school he completed an 


came intertwined, and when 
Baxter finally retired from run- 
ning The Chanterelle in 1978 it 
was Provan who took over his 
friend's restaurant continuing to 
run it with his customaryskill 
and attention to detail until his 
own retiremenlin 1993. At the 
same time he continued work- 
ing at Provans until it fmally 
dosed in 1980. * 

Unlike the more histrionic, 
publicity-seeking stars of the 
new generation of London 
chefs, Provan was essentially 
a shy and private character 
with a great inner simplicity, a 
man who far preferred to work 
devotedly and quietly behind 
the scenes in bis kitchen than 
to indulge in the attention- 
seeking fits of temperament 
which have become the stock- 
in-trade of the personality cooks 
of today. 

Described at school by a 
contemporary's mother as “a 
bonnie big lad”. Provan’s stur- 
dy, big-boned Scottish frame 
concealed a naturally shy and 
self-effacing nature, but one of 
great integrity which offered to 
others both loyalty and thought- 
fulness, making for a lifetime of 
enduring friendships. In his 
kitchen, where he could best ex- 
press himself, he strove always 
to attain the very highest pro- 
fessional Standards. 

Derek Granger 

Fergus Provan, chef and restau- 
mteun bom Paisley, Renfrewshire 
16 June 1 941; died LesmahagfU, 
Lanarkshire 22Julv 1997. 


Jean Poperen 


Jean Poperen was well known 
in French politics for some 50 
years. From the 1970s he was 
one of the leaders of the So- 
cialist Party. But it is significant 
that he only held ministerial 
office once, when he held the 
somewhat nan-ministerial post 
of Minister in Charge of Rela- 
tions wife Parliament in the gov- 
ernment of Michel Rocaid from 
1988 to 1992. Poperen was con- 
cerned with ideas and with the 
organisation of the party 
around those ideas. 

Fterbaps he preferred being in 
opposition. He was often ac- 
cused of being too caught up 
wife detail His c o lleague Lionel 
Jospin, the present Prime Min- 
ister, is supposed to have said 
to him. “ rou are difficult". To 
which fee reply came, “Tm a so- 
cialist". The opponents of so- 
cialism used to make much of 
Pbperen's interventions in So- 


births 

HAICALiS: On 2 1 August 1997, io An- 
drew and tzaat(a£a Kogersan),aKHi, 
Patrick Leon. 

THORNTON: On 15 August to Beale 
and James, a daugfatcr. Eli»be^ 
Marie, and sister to Katherine, m 
Chlo. Norway. 

deaths 

CARCTAIRS: Jean [ate 
August, at home, aged 73. Deaifr 
Ewedmother, much missedtytam- 
flvand friends. DonotKnBifctesffCd 
ui Imperial Cancer Fund. QemattJp 
al MiflUyu Crematorium. Kmgs 
twin, Norfolk on Tuesday 2 Sep- 
tcnibcr ut 4pm. 



Poperen: constant opposition 

dalist Party conferences. They 
were often preceded by news- 
paper articles, much rumour 
and gossip, and they were ea- 
gerly awaited Then, his oppo- 
nents gleefully observed, he 
said very little. His constant op- 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


FLOYD: On 25 August, in hospital. 


and great grandfather. 

i service at Hcmor Oak Cre- 
matorium, Brockley Why, Fhna* MU 
London 5E22, on Friday 29 August at 
10am. No flowers, tan donations to 
partinmn' s Disease Society. 22 Upper 
WtoburoPhee, London WCIH uRA. 


position and criticism was part- 
ly a matter of temperament But 
it was also a matter of intellec- 
tual probity. Poperen saw him- 
self as being in fee line of fee 
“Rtpubtique des professeurs 

Bom in 1925 at Angers, Fop- 
ereri’s father was a school- 
teacher and his mother, who 
died when he was very young, 
a seamstress. He won a schol- 
arship to the Lycfie Louis le 
Grand in Paris and in _ 1943, 
when he was just 18, be joined 
tins Resistance. In April 1944, 
before fee Allied landings, he 
took part in a dangerous 
demonstration on the Boule- 
vard Saint Michel, handing out 
Communist leaflets. 

After the liberation he be- 
came the leader of the Com- 
munist students. His academic 
career was very successful In 
1947 he came first in the pres- 
tigious examination of the agre- 


VELIACOTT: PhiEp, atlwin e,23Aii- 
gnst, ap=d 90. Rural ai Aberystwyth 
Crematorium, Monday 1 September 
at 3am. Ita at the Ridnnond Hots, 
The Promenade, 4pm. Rmxfly flo»- 
enanly. 

AininiiMi f'rwtit fnr fiarf i *“ lllBinH:s - 
MARRIAGES Sc DEATHS ( Mirim, 
Adoption., 

don 

.JBUKBigS Sfg 

and a« charged at 050 a line 
(VAT extra). 


gation in history and taught in 
the lycees at Amiens and at Jan- 
sou-de-SiflZy in Plans, before be- 
ing appointed to the Sorborme 
as a specialist in the French Rev- 
olution. He wrote an admiring 
biography of Robespierre, Oeu- 
vres Choisies de Robespierre, 
published in three volumes 
1956-58. 

But fee Communist Party 
thought that his future lay with 
them. In 1953 he was sent to 
the Kominform centre in 
Bucharest. He remained a 
member of fee party at a time 
wins man y others were leaving. 
Although he criticised Soviet ac- 
tions he did not wish to desert 
his fellow-members. The cele- 
brated Khrushchev report in 
1956, condemning Stalinism, 
did not persuade Poperen to 
abandon the cause; he wanted 
rather a Marxist analysis of 
Stalinism. But he could only 


condemn fee ineffectiveness of 
the party as the political situa- 
tion of the Fbuith Republic 
worsened in fee course of 1958. 
He was under the surveillance 
of Philippe Robrieux, the future 
historian of the party and bi- 
ographer of Thorez. Poperen 
was expelled in 1959 after he 
had written, along wife other 
Gcnnmumst intellectuals, a con- 
demnation of the party that had 
accepted the coining to power 
of Charles de Gaulle and 
the defeat of the French 


He was one of the leaders of 
woold-be independent socialist 
parties, particularly that di- 
rected by Michel Rocard. He 
was expelled from this in 1967, 
and after some ineffective wan- 
dering. became part of fee re- 
formed Socialik Party feat 
emerged from fee congress at 
Epinay in 1971 with ftan$ois 


Mitterrand at its head. But 
Poperen was never an uncon- 
ditional follower of Mitterrand, 
and there was always a group, 
U une tendance”, which repre- 
sented his views. At this date 
some 12 per cent of party rep- 
resentatives supported Pop- 
eren, an importan t section in a 
divided party. 

In 1973 he was elected as 
deputy in fee Rhdne, a position 
he was to bold for the next 20 
years. In 1977 he became May- 
or of Meyzieu, also in the 
Rhdne, two years after he had 
joined fee Secretariat of fee So- 
cialist Party. Wife Mitterrand be- 
ing elected President of the 
Republic in 1981, Poperen be- 
came the number two of fee par- 
ty, wife Lionel Jospin as fee 
number one. But Pbperen's 
promises of being a loyal sup- 
porter of the government suf- 
fered a setback when the 


education law which sought to 
bring private (mainly religious) 
schools into a closer alignment 
with state schools was sudden- 
ly withdrawn. Mitterrand bowed 
to the pressure of large crowds, 
but did not inform the minister 
of education, Alain Savory, of 
what he was doing. Poperen was 
indignant that socialist principles 
were being abandoned and was 
bewildered that his friend 
Savaiy leaned of fee decision by 
listening to the radio. 

Poperen believed in Europe 
but he was reluctant to accept 
the austerity and fee abandon- 
ment of socialist measures. In 
tysb be was removed as the par- 
ty number two. 

As Minister in Charge of Re- 

lanons with Parliament, Poperen 
relatively successful. But 
when Pierre Beregovoy became 

rtime Minister in 1992 be did not 

keep Poperen in his govern- 


ment. Although he considered 
this to be an injustice, he also saw 
it as the opportunity for him to 
Mve fee Socialists. He stood 
down as deputy in 1993 and de- 
voted his time to organising the 
recovery of socialism. He pub- 
lished his own bulletin, be wrote 
books and he made many 
speeches, all towards the end of 
recreating a new socialism. 

What his attitude would have 
been in the elections of 1997 
cannot be divined. Early in 
January he had h fall in his 
house from which he never 
recovered. 

Douglas Johnson 


The Duke of Argyll, Keeper of the 
Great Seal of Scotland, 60; Mr 
Michael Arthur, diplomat, 47; Sir 
Kenneth Bemll, ec on omist, 77; The 
Right Rev John Bone, former Bish- 
op of Reading. 67; Sir Oecfl Cloth- 
ier QC, former chairman. Police 
Complaints Authority, 78; Miss Imo- 
gen Cooper, conceit pianist, 48; 
Lord Cudlipp, former newspaper 
chairman, 84; Professor Wendy 
Davies, historian, 55; Mr Windsor 
Davies, actor, 67; Miss Jste Ffame, 
novelist, 73; Mr Ben Gazzara. actor, 
67; Sr Rupert Hart-Dsvs, aulhor, ed- 


itor and farmer publisher, 90; Sir 
Godfrey Hou asfield, inventor of the 
EMl-Gcmner, 78; Mr Fmfy n Hugh- 
es, footballer and broadcaster, 50; 
Ge ne ral Sir William -Tarfeann. former 
Governor, Gibraltar, 80; Professor Sir 
John Kingman, Vice-Chancellor, 
Bristol University, 58; Dr Joseph 
Luns, former secretary-general of 
Nato, 86; Air Chief Marshal Sir 
Nigel Maynard, 76; Miss Bain Mel- 
lor, jockey, 54 ; Mr Donald O'Con- 
nor, actor and dancer, 72; Sir 
Glristopber Paine, ratiioJojpst, 62; Mr 
Max Robertson, radio commentator 
and broadcaster, 82; Miss Emma 
Saro* 0 *- actress, 37; Sir Thomas 


Scrivenor. former colonial adminis- 
trator, 89; Mr Julian Sheffield, chair- 
man. Portals Group, 59; Mr John 
Shirley-Quirk. bass baritone, 66; Mr 
David Soul, actor. 53; Mr Ian Stew- 
an MP, 47; Sir Peter Thornton, for- 
mer senior civil servant, 80; Professor 
Roger Williams, bepatologut, 66. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Johann Wolfgang von 
Goethe, poet, playwrij^t ami author. 
1749; Thomas Seddon, painter. IR2l; 
Dam O'Flaherly, novelist, 1896; 
Charles Boyer, actor. 1S97. Deaths: 
St Augustine of Hippo, 430; Karl 


Theodor Korner. poet, playwright 
tit??? 101 ' 18 ? 3: fames Henry 
and Voeu 185ft; 

Lawrence, physicist, 
1958; Pnnce William of GlotSS 
kflledm an air crash 1972, On this 
day: the Scots routed the Royalist 
army at the Battle of NcS? 

200.000 black Americans 
demonstrated in Wshington 
d rights, 1963 Today is the Feast Day 
of St Alexander of Constaminop^ 

***«!!•«* Hippo, St Edmund 


bom Angers, Maine-et-Loire 9 
January 1925; Minister in 
Charge of Relations with Parlia- 
ment 1988-92; married 1960 
Nathalie Valcourt ; died Paris 24 
August 1997. 


Christopher Harley 

The Thanksgiving Service J 
Christopher Harley will be held 
Hereford .Cathedral at 3pm 
Friday 3 October. 


royal engagements 

TiKMworvnrk.PreiJdau.aUHRbth 
“ah ijt the Faldo Junior Golf Series at tte 
« Ardre v&nHd*I«; 

opnBinenewGnmrifta Rsfice Office Ml 

drone, Aberdeen. 

Changing of the Guard 
Tho King's troop Royal Hone ArH 
mounts Uk Queen's Life Grand at Hi 
Guards, Ham. 
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Islands of uncertainty 

h obm Cook dnf^c nr\t mnnk - «- . . 


Iheleader page 

of a new status 


R obm Co°k does not much resem- 
ble Charles de Gaulle. But the 
Foreign Secretary has now set 
out to do something the French presi- 
dent accomplished a generation ago- 
dismantle an empire . Defeat in the bat- 
tle for Algiers pushed the French to 
wrap up their African presence, then, 
with impeccable logic, to make the cit- 
izens of what remained of non-metro- 
politan France foil citizens of France 
The inhabitants of Guadeloupe and 
Martinique do not - like the inhabitants 


of this rag-bag of distant islands. 

Clare Short’s deputy, George 
Foulkes, sets out for the West Indies at 
the weekend in what looks unmistakably 
like an exercise of stable-door closing. 
Volcanic eruptions permitting the sit- 
uation on the island of Montserrat is 
now settling down and — paradoxically 
- the island may now become a legiti- 
mate object of attention for the Depart- 
ment for International Development. A 
merit of the past week's event has been 
to involve the Foreign Office and No 10 


of Pitcairn or St - J mvoive tne foreign Office and No 10 

1 WMtefoAiSrfa ) be rompared w,th islands and their lack of a “parent 

; SSsSSi SfrSESSSBSSB 

®22i obe quick and »"*“ circumstances leading up to the Argen- 
and^fh circui ^tances, pop- tine invasion. It must not happen^n, 
th £ dependent 80 one necessaiy product ofMr c5s 
temtones forbid thaL There is no review has to be the identification of a 

dl ? e 316 ^ fced address for these islands, 

icai pitfalls in resolving the status of They are not, of couree. “foreign" just 

niSrM ^ FaMan ^- But Labour, as the Channel Islands are not “Bridie 

ou^no d m o M 2aS ^ eForeisn 01Ece ** Deed to stay h 


ought to be able to do what the Tories dose contact with the Home Office mid 

lv£ < ^ throUgh P°^ lcaI °° wardice other departments, for example con- 
- which is to recognise that this country suiting the latter’s archives. They will 
cannot accomplish modernisation, can- show, among other things, just how vari- 
not look the 21st century full in the able has been the status of the United 
face, without regularising the position Kingdom’s close-to islands: Jersey, 
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Guernsey, Heligoland (British for a the then Maltese government was keen 
decade after the First World War), ■ on. Is such a solution so outlandish, now. 


RockaU, St Kilda (once evacuated on 
official orders), and Man. Constitutional 
lawyers and Conservative MPs have 
been remarkably happy with the utterly 
anomalous position of Sark within these 
sceptrid isles; why shouldn't a similar 
leeway be extended to the Thrks and 
Caicos? We know from the public 
record how in the early Sixties ministers 
were prepared to give serious consid- 
eration to resolving problems with 
Malta by giving the Maltese a parlia- 


for St Helena? 

The bureaucratic mind always seeks 
uniform solutions. Fascinating propos- 
als have been in made, in the past for 
a new British Atlantic Territory status to 
include all the islands in, or in waters 
contiguous to. that ocean. But these turn 
out to be too different, too defined by 
their different histories. Mr Cook will 
need to play the tailor and devise plans 
for each. Tike the Falklands. Political 
realists will say that years still have to 
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mentary vote and absorbing their islands pass before the disposition of the arch- 
into the United Kingdom - something ipelago can sensibly be discussed, let 


alone determined; political cynics will 
observe bow political, let albne econ- 
omic, development south of the Kro 
Grande still seems to defy tfll the tra- 
jectories and certain upwards move- 
ments prepared and predicted by Rand 
Institute Hegelians. Yet neither poi nt 
absolves the- Foreign Secretary from 
seeking to regularise the islands^ status, 
let alone the political identity of their 
inhabitants. 

Or Gibraltar, whose citizens possess 
British passports and sport GB stickers 
on their cars. Determ ining the rock’s 
future is a test, to be sure, as much of 
the political maturity of Spain’s politi- 
cal class, media and people as of British 
willingness to grasp a nettie. Here is a 
test, too* of the capacity of the European 
Union to engage with the hard world of 
power plays and national symbolism as 
opposed to that of butter mountains and 
money banks. Or Pitcairn— surely to be 
placed under the protection of Australia 
or New Zealand, like South Pacific ter- 
ritories before. Or Diego Garda or 
Ascension (cede their sovereignties to 
the United States?). 

As for Montserrat, die Caribbean has 
been hospitable enough to other tiny 
inhabited islands fashinning themselves, 
after colonialism, as statelets or de facto 
American dependencies. Theprooess is 
rough and ready. It will, necessarily, 
involve balancing the inhabitants’ 
declared wishes with the reality princi- 
ple and British metropolitan interests. 


There is no single superior prindple 
(such as what islanders want) that has 

to prevail at all costs. A priori ty in British 
foreign policy has to be to accelerate the 
business of cutting the suit according to 
what doth is available to a middle-rank- 
ing European power which hves by com- 
merce and finance. Britain still spends 
far too inucfa in maintaining a preten- 
tious military and diplomatic profile. 
Resolving the future of the dependent 
territories is an essential part of this 
adjustment 

Be Fair Now, 
George 

F ollowing the lead of the Princess of 
Whies in speaking, out in the French 
press, George Harrison has laid in to the 
Gallagher brothers in an interview in 
Le Figaro, lb express a view about the 
musical quality of Oasis - and, given the 
Gallaghers’ ostentatious homages to 
the Fab Four, Harrison has every right 
to disclaim his would-be followers - is 
one thing, but to accuse the newcom- 
ers of excessive ego is a bit rich from 
someone who played with John 
Lennon. Still, where would the rock 
industry be without manufactured con- 
troversy - even if “Be Here Now" 
hardly needs the boost in sales the for- 
mer Beatle is bound to have generated. 



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Mines: first 
clear up the 
deadly legacy 

Sir. The controversy caused by 
Diana,-Princess of Wiles’s latest 
comments on the landmine ban 
” and the Foreign Secretary's 
response has heightened public 
awareness but may well have 
diverted attention from the central 
humanitarian concern. 

An immediate global ban on the 
production and use at least of anti- 
personnel mines is certainly 
desirable, but even more urgent 
and more easily politically 
attainable is a concerted drive to 
remove the mines already kid. 
Unless the international 
community, presumably under UN 
auspices, sets up and finances an 
operational command to co- 
ordinate, direct and finance 
demining on a global scale, the 
incidence of tragic human 
casualties will only mount and 
rehabilitation of large areas of 
countries such as Angola, 
Mozambique, Bosnia and 
Cambodia will remain impossible 
for decades. 

A variety of demining 
technologies exists and in a number 
of countries the military have 
developed the relevant skills to 
have personnel trained to meet 
their own specific needs, such as, by 
Britain, for the post-conflict 
clearance of the Falklands. South 
Africa, which announced a 
permanent ban in February, is 
already deploying its own human 
and technical resources for mine 
clearance in parts of southern 
Africa but needs the 
encouragement of international 
financial support to do this on a 
larger scale. 

Ik The question remains where the 
f practical initiative is to come from. 
A worthwhile first step would be 
for Britain, in conjunction with 
South Africa, to put the matter on 
the agenda of the Commonwealth 
Heads of Government Meeting in 

Edinburgh in October. 

. Professor WILLIAM F 
GUTTERIDGE 
Director 

Research Institute for the Study of 
Conflict and Terrorism 
London W1 


Errant priests 
must face reality 

Sin Tfe regime at Stroudfbr 
Catholic priests with personal 
problems described by an actively 
gay priest in the article “Behave or 
youil be sent to Stroud" (27 
August) seems very close to that 
freefy chosen by many men and 

women who join a religious order 

or undertake a retreat. 

Invasion or lack of privacy, 
restrictions on freedom of 
movement and an atmosphere that 
may seem oppressive and ' 
claustrophobic are not necessarily 
bad thingp. Indeed, religious vow 
are voDintarfly taken precisely with 
theintention of giving up some of 
PwXfrefidoms for “the sake of the 
kingdom". 

Catholic priests or religious who 
• refuse to accept restrictions on their 
freedoms are being unrealistic. 
There is agfowiDg number of 
Catholics who believe that their 
Priests should not be obliged to 
Staffice their God-given right to . 
intimacies of the type that marriage 
offers, but un til the rules are 
- changed itdoes not seem • 
Unreasonable for superiors to try to 
. make their errant deigy face reality. 

It certainly seems the very 
minimum that should be demanded 



of the small number of priests with 
a paedophile problem. Catholics 
should ire grateful to the Servants of 
the Paradete far providing this 
minis try in their name. 

SIMON BKYDEN-BROOK 
European Network Secretary 
Church on the Move 
London SW1 


Cars promise a 
nightmare future 

Sin Mark McArthur-Christie is 
mistaken to claim that a 50 per cent 
growth in car numbers is 
impossible because 80 per cent of 
those eligible to drive already 
possess driving licences (Letters, 22 
August). Such a simplistic 
argument fails to recognise the 
large number of licence holders 
wbo, Hke myself, do not own a car. 

It also ignores the fact that people 
are now tending to possess then- 
cars well beyond retirement age. 

Comparison with other countries 
shows the potential for further 
dramatic growth in car ownership. 
The UK has only 350 cards per 
1,000 population, compared with 
almost 600 in the United Slates, 
over 500mltalyi and nearly 500 in 
Germany. 

The claim that teleworking can 


volumes is unproven— his 
prediction of 3 million teleworkers 
by 2000 seems a little optimistic. 
There are concerns that working 
from home could increase demand 
for living outside cities in locations 
j where there is often tittle 
alternative to relying on the private 
car. 

The view that measures must be 
taken to discourage car use and 
. promote alternatives, such as 


walking, cycling and public 
transport, is shared across the 
political spectrum. The 
Government’s Transport White 
Paper consultation document 
recognises that “we cannot cany on 
as at present", and the former 
transport minister, Steven Norris, 
said last week, “People think they 
have a civil right to drive where 
they want; that is a civil right which 
has expired." 

Without government action, the 
freedom to drive will simply be 
restricted by worsening congestion, 
with disastrous implications for the 
environment and the economy. 

This vision of the future does not 
bear contempla non. 

Councillor DAVID BEGG 
Convener of Transportation 
Committee 

J The City of Edinburgh Council 

[ Sir: A compelling case for lower 
speed limits has been set out by Dr 
Mayer Hillman and Stephen 
Plowden in Speed Control and 
Transport Policy (Policy Studies 
Institute, 1996). 

Raising the costs of car 
ownership and use will simply 
discriminate against the less well- 
off and will have tittle impact on 
the wealthy and business users, who 
wall find the road space available to 
them increases as the poor are 
prioed off the road. Those who can 
continue to afford to drive as and 
when they want to will continue to 
drive at wasteful and dangerous 
speeds in overweight and over- 
powered cans. Speed control is 
absolutely equitable and brings 
with it many environmental 


benefits including fuel economy, 
reduced emissions and noise 
pollution and the saving of life and 
limb. Speed control over private 
cars also gives public forms of 
transport a vital advantage. 

Sweden and Norway already 
have lower limits which are stnctly 
enforced. 

RONALD SHARP 
Green Speed 
Abingdon, Oxfordshire 


A way out of the 
Cyprus impasse 

Sin The recent UN-sponsored talks 
in New York and Switzerland 
between the leaders of the Greek 
and Ibrkisb Cypriot communities 
in Cyprus have broken down. They 
hardly got started, because of a 
fundamental and persistent 
disagreement over the issue of 
sovereignty in the new bi- 
communal, bi-zonai federal state 
that is the object of the ■ 
negotiations. 

The Greek Cypriots want the 
Turkish Cypriots to recognise that 
the federation will have one 
undivided sovereignty over one 
people and one territory. The new 
federal state is to them a 
modification of the bi-communal 
state established in 2960, the 

Republic of Cyprus, a state from 
which the Turkish Cypriots were 
excluded in 1964-65 unless they 
agreed to changes which would 1 
have turned them into a minority 
and which offended against the 
Constitution, which was 


'‘guaranteed" (ineffectively) by 
Britain, Greece and Tiirkey. 
International recognition of the 
purely Greek Cypriot 
administration as the government 
of Cyprus has been, and sttil is, 
deeply resented by the TUrkish 
Cypriots and Turkey. 

Consequently, the TUrkish 
Cypriots, not trusting the Greek 
Cypriots, insist upon being treated 
as absolute equals in negotiations 
for a federation. In their view, in 
tiie final analysis, sovereignty rests 
in the two states which decide to 
create the federation. In other 
words they support the view that 
“sovereignty emanates equally 
from the two communities". The 
UN Secretary General tried this 
formulation in New York, but, it 
appears, in response to Greek 
Cypriot protests, has now 
abandoned it. The Turkish Cypriot 
response is to demand recognition 
of the Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus as a prelude to 
negotiations -a demand the UN 
will not accept 
The concept of sovereignty is 
bedevilling the issue. Both sides 
should be persuaded to drop it. In a 
federation sovereignty is, in fact 
divided since some powers are 
accorded to the federal arm of 
government and some to the 
governments of the constituent 
states. Since the structure is 
functional, sovereignly over 
territory is irrelevant; some (the 
federal) functions are carried out 
throughout the territory, but many 
functions are just state-wide. Also 
there is no need to stress one 
dtizenshtp; citizens relate to both 


Exam question 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor, and include a daytime telephone number. Fax: 0171-293 2056; 
e-mail: tenerstjxmdependentcauk. E-mail correspondents are asked to give a postal address. Letters may be 
edited for length and clarity We repel hv are unable to acknowledge unpublished letters. 


seen an increase in the number of 
first-class degrees, from 26 per cent 
to 34.1 per cent May I ask on behalf 
of my GCSE students whether this 
represents a decline in the standard 
of the examinations set? 

Dr W A PENNY 
Whitley Bay, North Yorkshire 


Miserable myth 
of happy families 

Sin I was struck although not 
shocked by the photographs of a 
“family at war” (25 August). These 
photographs are simply a graphic 
representation of the emotional 
chaos which happens in many 
families. 

Hostility, fear, dislike and 
manipulation - with occasional 
warmth - are what many people 
experience in the bosom of their 
families. Often, however, it is not 
expressed physically but rather 
through intense and unrelenting 
psychological pressure. Far less is it 
admitted. L and several of my 
valued friends, have “cmled"lhe 
terrible truth that we do not come 
from families whose members are 
supportive and happy. 

It is arguable that the rhetoric of 
the supportive family unit has 
distorted the thinking behind many 
social programmes and a great deal 
of soda! research. It has also 
contributed in large part to the 
sense of isolation that those of us 
who are not part of a mutually 
supportive “biood-is- thicker- than - 
water" soda] group feel. 

! • That is until you realise that 
many, marry others are in the same 
position, and admitting it is a great 
relief. What warmth I feel towards 
Jessica Mitiord: In response to 
Nancy Milford's view that “Sisters 
stand between one and life's cruel 
circumstances” she responded that 
surely sisters were life’s cruel 
circumstances. 

Dr MARGARET MITCHELL 


levels of authority. Still less is there 
any need to mention the Cypriot 
people, or nation. Federations are 
not necessarily nation states - 
usually not, in fact. 

The UN is still trying to reconcile 
theoretically irreconcilable 
positions. As in 1992, it has proved 
to be futile. 

Professor CLEMENT DODD 
Hemingford Grey. Cambridgeshire 

Asylum injustice 

Sin Michael Bartlet (letter, 27 
August) is quite right about the 
detention of asyi om-seekers. 
Detention by executive action 
without public bearing, without 
cause shown and without hearing 
both sides, infringes the very 
prindple of the rule of law. 

Libera] Democrats are 
committed to having all such 
detentions reviewed by a judge to 
discover whether they are, in fact 
undertaken with good cause. This 
would not merely uphold law and 
liberty, it would even save millions 
of pounds of public money. 

Eari RUSSELL 

Liberal Democrat Social Security 
Spokesman 

House of Lords j 

London SW1 1 


Glasgow Caledonian University 

Issues of write 
and wrong 

Sir Your report on the wayward 
grammar of school inspectors (19 
August) faults them for subject- 
verb agreement citing the solecism 
“attainment and progress is good". 
But there is nothing wrong with 
putting a singular verb after plural 
subjects, if those subjects can be 
taken as a single idea - you would 
not say, for instance, “Tbrring and 
feathering are too good a 
punishment for him.” 

As for the fuss about the 
apostrophe, why dont we just get 
rid of it? Like the French 
circumflex, it is merely decorative; 
after all we manage perfectly well 
without it in speech. 

And when are you guys going to 
give up your struggle against the 
“split infinitive"? There is, strictly 
speaking, no infinitive in English 
(merely a construct of “to" plus 
verb) and therefore nothing to be 
split But I must say its fun to watch 
y’all pretzeling your prose to come 
up wTth such gems as “a detailed 
discussion of bow safely to explore 
their sexuality". 

PETER BRODIE 
PaloAlto 
California 
USA 


Blair’s boar 

Sin I read with interest the press 
reports of the Prime Minister’s 
holiday eating. Local wOd boar in a 
white wine sauce, home-made pasta 
with a wild hare sauce and rabbit in 
a wine sauce were enjoyed. 

1 thought Mr Blair was against 
sporting pursuits and not a fan of 
the countryside rally. What don’t I 
understand? Will these culinary 
delights be available only to the 
overseas traveller in years to come? 
PAUL M COOPER 
Pickering 
North Yorkshire 
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Intensive 
fanning has 
made food in the 
US cheap and 
plentiful. But, 
says Mary 
Dejevsky, 
Americans are 
beginning to 
realise that 
their diet may 
also be bland 
and dangerous 



Ites another Tbone on the ; 
barbecue: Americans have =_ 
taken for ^rantsd that "r 

everyone can get 

affordable groceries 

Photograph: Goff Picture 
Library 
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America’s beef about food safety 


T here was a time, not 
so long ago. when 
Americans had a 
simple, if - to Euro- 
peans - somewhat 
naive, attitude to the food they 
ate. If the government said it 
was safe, then it was. That con- 
fidence was grounded, first, in 
the touching belief that the 
government had the best inter- 
ests of Americans at heart, and. 
second, in the plethora of rules, 
regulations and labelling 
requirements that govern food 
production and sales in the US. 

It was further reinforced by 
the near-certainty that the food 
in the supermarket, with few and 
dearly displayed exceptions, was 
ali-Amcrican. produced in the 
US by Americans, for Ameri- 
cans. Thanks to their innate 
optimism and their faith in the 
benefits of scientific advance, 
.Americans also had few qualms 
about intensive methods in agri- 
culture, or the swift application 
of technical advances. 

The interests of farmers in 
economies of method and 
scale, the interests of the food 
industry in effidency and profit 
and the interests of consumers 
in cheap and plentiful food, all 
seemed to come together in a 
symphony of affordable abund- 


ance that is stOl the envy of 
world. Whether you want a 
restaurant meal of steak and 
salad, a T-bone for the home 
barbecue or a hamburger and 
fries from the local takeaway, 
the national consensus is that it 
should be accessible to all - 
and. mostly, it is. 

This admirable picture, how- 
ever. has another side which is 
reflected in the shortcomings 
that have come to light during 
the investigation into the recent 
outbreak of E coli food poison- 
ing in Colorado. 

The United Stales is a huge 
market, and vast food process- 
ing conglomerates have grown 
up to supply it. Dubious prac- 
tices at one plant - in this case 
a meat plant in the cattle 
country of Nebraska belonging 
to an Arkansas-based firm 
Hudson Foods Inc - can affect 
wholesale and retail customers 
across America. The hamburg- 
ers produced by Hudson Foods 
made their way into 2S states, 
two of the country’s biggest 
supermarket chains - Whl-Mart 
and Safeway - and most of the 
Burger King restaurants in the 
Midwest (which were suddenly 
unable to supply any burgers at 
afL when the suspect meal bad 
been recalled ). 


The reams of regulation 
invite different interpretations 
and corner-cutting which may 
negate the hyper-hygiene dic- 
tated by law, however dutifully 
observed. It is no good having 
automatic toilet-flushing and 
requiring staff to wear caps 
and gloves and cover all hair 
and beards (as at Hudson), if 
even a small portion of one 
batch of what turns out to be 
contaminated meat is held over 
and added to an unspecified 
part of the next day’s produc- 
tion. At Hudson, this practice 
made it impossible to trace 
where the bacteria might be 
found, which is why the plant 
was summarily dosed. 

Public insouciance about the 
application of technology has 
led to the acceptance (or igno- 
rance) of developments that 
may be insufficiently tested or 
regulated. The use of hormone 
additives in beef cattle, for 
example, is now widespread 
and there is no requirement on 
the fanner, abattoir, processor 
or shop to label the meat 
accordingly. The beef farmers 
who use the hormones say that 
they enable the cows to reach 
slaughter weight more rapidly, 
so cutting costs; that the addi- 
tive is a naturally occurring 
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hormone (and thus harmless); 
and that no ‘residue'* remains 
in the beast at slaughter. Exten- 
sive scientific testing, they say, 
also shows that the procedure 
is harmless. The World Trade 
Organisation now appears to 
accept these arguments and 
last week decreed that the ELTs 
ban on beef bred with hormone 
additives is unwarranted. 

E xactly what proportion 
of fruit and vegetables 
on sale in US super- 
markets has been genetically 
modified is not recorded - a 
supermarket chain that tried to 
find out received replies from 
only 20 per cent of suppliers. 
The modifications are designed 
not just to make the product 
require less water, or resist 
particular ailments or insects, 
but to make ft sweeter, rounder, 
more or less juicy or a more 
attractive colour. There was 
never any public debate about 
the pros and cons of this, such 
as is starting up in Europe . 
(some scientists believe it can 
increase allergic reactions); 
there is no special labelling; it 
simply happened. 

To a European living in the 
United States, one of. the 
results is a plentiful supply of 
relatively inexpensive food, 
which none the less often lacks 
quality and taste. The water 
content of even fresh food 
seems very high compared to 
that of food bought from Euro- 
pean supermarkets, and as for 
the taste - well, bland would be 
the kindest qualifier. 

The size of the US food 
industry, moreover, makes it 
one of the biggest interest 
groups in the country, both as 
a whole and by sector. Chal- 
lenging farming or producer 
practices brings down the wrath 
of some very powerful lobbies 
on the hapless questioner. It is 
even an offence in 13 states to 


“disparage'’ food quality; legis- 
lation was introduced after one 
of the periodic (and often exag- 
gerated) cancer scares implic- 
ated Alar, a substance used to 
make apples look shinier- and 
caused the apple market to 
crash. The same law is currently 
being used in lexas against the 
television celebrity Oprah 
Winfrey, and a scientist who 
appeared on her programme to 
question whether the US was 
really free of BSE (mad cow 
. disease) and caused losses to 
Texas stock breeders. 

.- Nor is it true to say that qual- 
ity and safety monitoring 
arrangements in the United 
States are as foolproof as is 
often believed. Yes, there are 
separateauthorities overseeing 
agriculture (the Department 
of Agriculture) and food (the 
Food and Drug Administra- 
tion) - the model that the new 
British government says it will 
adopt. But the US structure is 
in fact more complicated, and 
the separation of producer and 
consumer interests less clear- 
cut. than appears. Meat, 
poultry and egg production are 
all overseen by the Agriculture 
Department; they are not the 
province of the FDA, while 
seafood and other food prod- 
ucts are. The powers of the 
Agriculture Department, more- 
over, are limited. It cannot 
recall produce or close plants 
without the agreement of the 
company concerned. 

The fact that all this is 
emerging into the public 
domain suggests that a new, 
more questioning mood is 
emerging in the United States 
where food safety is concerned. 
The administration's reaction - 
to some critics it is a huge 
over-reaction - to the fewer 
than 20 reported cases of E coli 
poisoning in Colorado, and the 
record speed with which the 
food recall was announced. 


indicate an awareness at the 
highest political level that pub- 
lic confidence in food, and its 
quality and safety, can no 
longer be taken for granted. 

This is by no means the first 
food scare this year. An earlier 
outbreak of poisoning was 
traced to the cyclospora para- 
site in a basil sauce supplied by 
a gourmet delicatessen chain. 
Raspberries also contaminated 
by cyclospora caused 1.000 

O le to foil sick. Annually, 
poisoning is thought to 
claim around 9,000 lives in the 
US, and reported cases are 
increasing. . 

hi . previous outbreaks, 
including the raspberries, there 
was an automatic- and ignoble 
- tendency to blame foreign 
imports, especially from Mex- 
ico and other Central American 
countries. (The raspberries 
came from Guatemala.) Food 
imports, which have doubled in 
quantity in five years, are a rel- 
ative novelty, and attract sus- 
picion and prejudice. What the 
two latest outbreaks had in 
common, however, was that - 
despite extraordinary efforts in 
the basfl case to prove the con- 
trary - both outbreaks were 
“home grown”. 

The increase in food imports 
(facilitated by the three-year- 
old North American Free Trade 
Agreement) and the perception 
of an increase in food poison- 
ing outbreaks have undoubt- 
edly contributed to a sense that 
food is less safe thanit was. But 
there were signs of a more 
questioning public attitude well 
before this summer. The evi- 
dence - in America’s cities, if 
not yet in the heartland - is 
everywhere. The small health- 
food shops that set up on the 
West Coast and in urban areas 
of the East during the Eighties 
have spawned several big 
supermarket chains that cater 
specifically to the demand for 


organically produced food, with 
no additives. 

The Fresh Fields chain, 
which originated in 1991 in 
Maryland and merged with the 
Texas-based Whole Foods com- 
pany in 19%, is just one of a 
flourishing genre that profits 
from the fears of middle-class 
Americans about the harm that 
poor quality and junk food may 
inflict on them and their child- 
ren. This year, mainstream 
supermarkets such as Safeway 
and Giant have followed the 
trend, buying in, advertising 
and labelling not just organic, 
but also locally grown produce. 

Over roughly the same five- 
year period, the number of 
farmers’ markets held at least 
weekly in many US towns and 
cities has increased dramat- 
ically. The first farmers’ market 
to be held in central Washing- 
ton DC - a city that often lags 
behind East Coast urban trends 
- was set up earlier this sum- 
mer. It is held on Sunday morn- 
ings in a bank car park on the 
edge of Dupont Circle, a fash- 
ionable city district populated 
mainly by young professionals. 

T his food is, as a rule, con- 
siderably more expensive 
than standard American 
supermarket fare. Those who 
can afford it. however, are now 
prepared to pay for what they 
perceive to be better quality. 
Consumers seem to be shifting 
away from the decade-old 
desire for slimness and fitness 
at all costs (the no-fat, no- 
diolesteroJ preoccupations that 
still dominate mainstream 
supermarkets) towards a pref- 
erence for food that is itself 
pure and healthy. 

This shift, if it continues, 
could have implications that go 
far beyond the supermarket 
and extend into America's 
international relations. Some of 
the most acrimonious disputes 


in the Western world pit the US: 
and the European Union! 
against each other on the mat- * 
ter of food: its quality, safety: 
and labelling. A few of the reg- \ 
ulatory problems were resolved 
earlier this summer. But there ^ 
remains a seemingly unbridge- 
able gulf - caused as much by i 
cultural attitudes as by scientific : 
evidence - on the question of ! 
altered foods: beef produced ; 
with hormone additives and j 
genetic modification of fruit j 
and vegetables! The US Agri- , 
culture Secretary, Dan dick- ; 
man, went so far as to say j 
recently that this difference ; 
was shaping up to.be the “battle 
royal of 21st-century world ! 
agriculture". 

Die EU is demanding, at : 
very least, that US produce , 
which has been altered should = 
be labelled as such. .France, 
with a large domestic market to '• 
protect, and ultra-demanding 
and traditionally-minded con- 
sumers, is in the forefrontof the 
objectors. The Americans sa yL 
this is discrimination, ana 
accuse the Europeans of using 
specious scientific arguments to 
keep cheaper US produce out 
The Europeans retort that the 
Americans use their laby- 
rinthine regulations for the 
same purpose. 

Until recently, the American 
public would have sided 
unquestioningly with the US 
government in this argument. 
The revelations that have fol- 
lowed the recent E coli poi- 
soningoutbreak, however, and 
the growing movement in the 
United States for healthy, nat- 
ural and, if necessary, more 
expensive food, suggest that . 
American consumers are start- jl 
ing to raise questions simil ar to “ 
the ones that worry European 
consumers. If that is so, the gap 
between the US and the EU on 
food exports may begin to nar- 
row by itself. 
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Those Greyhound conversations run on and on 


T he first thing I beard 
when I got back from 
North America earlier 
this month and pulled out of 
Heathrow in the cold dawn 
ligh t was the sound of Kerry 
■Shale on Radio 4 telling us 
yet again what BiD Bryson 
thought of Britain in Notes 
from a Small island. 

Now, I am usually happy 
to hear what Bill Bryson 
think s of the place 
(especially when Kerry Shale 
reads it - if I were a neb man 
I would pay Kerry Shale to 
come round to my house and 
read books to me) but this 
time there was something 
that stuck in my craw. Bryson 
was telling us never to talk to 
people on trains. People on 
trains are boring, be said. 
They talk about trains. And 
engines. There was. for 
example, this man who had 
approached him on a British 
train while he was reading a 
Paul Theroux book and had 
proceeded to lambast 
Theroux’s lack of interest in 
railway engines. “How can 
you travel from Laho re to 
Islamabad by train without 
mentioning the engine's 
number?!” the man had 
cried. All people on trains 
are like this, said Biyson. 
Avoid them .... 


This was so patently 
untrue that- 1 stirred in my 
jet-lagged sleep and cried out 
in protest, which was just as 
well, as when I awoke I 
turned out to be driving 
home down the M4. But 
recently I have met the most 
interesting people 
imaginable on trains, all very 
forthcoming, often funny and 
invariably quirky, and I do 
not regret having talked to 
any or them. Not on 
American trains, of course. 
They hardly have any trains 
left in America. In America 
you either fly at great expense 
and inconvenience, or you 
are forced to go by bus. 

My wife ana I were 
recently forced to go by bus 
on the simple three-hour 
journey from Burlington, 
Vermont (a most underrated 
little town), to Montreal 
(which I suspect may be 
overrated, but we weren’t 
there long) because there 
was no other way of making 
the journey. There was no air 
link. The Amtrak train link 
had been withdrawn. You 
can’t hire a car in the USA 
and leave it in Canada. So it 
had to be the dear old 
Greyhound bus. 

“Buy a bottle of cheap 
w ine for the journey,” 



Miles 

Kington 

chuckled an American friend 
when he heard we were 
mixing with lowly American 
bus passengers. He would 
have been surprised to learn 
that the young guy I sat next 
to was a post-graduate plant 
geneticist going lo a big 
conference in Montreal. He 
had come from 
Bloomington, Indiana, a long 
way away. 

“Bloomington? “ I mused. 
“That’s where Hoagy 
Carmichael came from.” 

“Funny you should say 
that" he replied, “but in the 
building where I work there 

is actually a Hoagy 

Carmichael room.” 


It was clear from the 
surprised way he said this 
that he hadn't the faintest 
idea who Hoagy was. 

“You from England?” he 
asked. 

You probably guessed it 
from my cute accent," I said. 

He laughed. “Well, we 
have two guys from Britain 
worlting in our lab. One from 
Uandon. one from Northern 
Ireland.” 

“No political problems. I 
hope?" 

He said nothing. He 
clearly wasn’t aware why 
there should be. so ! changed 
the subject. 

“Plant genetics, eh?” I 
said. “What's your 
speciality?” 

“Sunflowers,” he said. “In 

fact I have to do a short 
paper on it at Montreal. Tve 
been given 12 minutes. I’ve 
never given a talk at a 
conference before. I’m 
rather nervous." 

him PraCUSC ° n me ’” 1 inviled 

“Well." he said, “there are 
three basic species of 
sunflower growing wild in 
America. Two have quite 
distinct sets ofDNA, but the 
genome of the third shows 

charactensucsofboththe 

Others 


“Therefore it is a hybrid 
But nobody has the faintest 
idea how long the 
hybridisation process has 
taken — how long, that .-is, it 
took for the third to evolve 
from the other two. So we 
decided to use a combination 
of some computer simulati on 
and some experiments in the 
field...” 

He explained at some 
length, we arrived at the 
American-Canadia n border. 
We all filed out and had our 
luggage searched. We were 
seriously questioned. Itao 
people were not allowed to 
get back on the coacfe One 
of them had a DWI (Driving 
While Intoxicated) . . 
conviction on his papers, 
which may have bad . 
something to db.with it. We 
got back on... 

“This suggested that the 
hybridisation process did in 
fact take place faster than 
anyone had realised ...” 

Hie finally came to a halL 

“That was twenty-five 
minutes in toto,” I said, 
looking at my watcb', “You’ve 
got to cut it by half." 

Dear BUI Biyson, people on 
coaches talking about 
sunflowers can be jus? as bad 
as people on trains talking ■ 
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the commentators 


No more talk: 
let’s just put an 
end to poverty 


T oday 1 am back at work, 
on the same day Tony 
Blair returns to Downing 
Street. Like him, I have spent 
three weeks among olive groves, 

fig trees, piazzas and cathedrals 
where it is easy to forget that we 
holiday in Italian or French 
equivalents of the Cotswolds, as 
far from the housing estates of 
TUrin, Marseilles or Naples as 
Bourton-on-the-Water is from 
Sunderland. But that’s what 
holidays are for - brief respites 
from reality. 

I return to a desk piled high P« 

with, reports about poverty, in r ’ 

one form or another. The hyper- ToVi 

industrious research industry J 

has gone inro overdrive this 
year, drowning the Government TTffiW 

with every kind of statistic. Who v 

are the poor? How many? What msm 

is it to be poor? Do they move mall 

in and out of poverty? How W 

many are stuck for ever? What ^ 

becomes of their children? How _ 

many commit crimes? What can LUIIJJ. 

be done? What works? i ■ 

Yesterday, launching a cam- UV 

paign to strike at the roots of ■» 

crime, the National Association CflGi 

for the Care and Resettlement • , 

of Offenders (Nacro) published "JOWJ 

a report showing, yet again, how ° 
young criminals spring mainly lHOU 

from catastrophic famili es. Poor, , 

hopeless, helpless, uncaring, (161)1*] 

despairing, mad or bad parents " 

from hell breed infant demons. fyr\ 

Surprised? John Humphry* on V,AA 

the Today programme started (ioOT* 

his interview almost with a yawm uuul 1 

“But that’s obvious, isn’t it?" Of 
course it is. Blindingly. 

I wade through the other research that has 


Polly 

Toynbee 

How do we 
manage to 
be so 

complacent 
living 
cheek by 
jowl with 
mounting 
deprivation 
on our 
doorsteps? 


been pouring out in my absence: “Income up their children. Research shows that many 
Mobility in Britain” (very little: in or out of work or the children are saved from going into care. 


the poor stay in the lowest brackets). “Disad- 
vantaged Children at Greater Risk of Adult 
Mental Health Problems” (well, fancy that) and 
many other less than earth-shattering revel- 
ations. Only a month ago Bristol University’s 
Breacffine Britain research showed bow an extra 
3.5 million people' have become poor in the past 
15 years, making a total of 11 million. 

In Tony Blair's absence, Peter Mandelson 
announced a new “Social Exclusion Unit” set 
up within Downing Street. (Social exclusion is 
Euro-speak: countries can’t agree what poverty 
is, bitt thus nebulous,' polite phrase covers any- 
one who is, well, you know, sort of left out, with- 
out a job, or a bus fere, or a holiday - in other 
words, poor.) Mandelson spoke of Blair's 
“rock-hard determination to tackle social ills 
and the economic causes of social exclusion" 
and pledged that in 10 years “Britain will be a 
more equal society”. 

Now that he is back, the Prime Minister will 
have to spell out what exactly his unit will do. 
lb be sure, getting aD departments to work 
together is crudaJL But, even more important, 
nothing can be done without more money. 

Maybe it’s the effect of a king, luxurious holi- 
day, but returning to all this poverty research, 
I am brought up short again by the way we all 
live. How do we manage to be so complacent, 
living cheek by jowl with mounting deprivation 
on our doorsteps? Will Blair’s long hobday have 
the same effect on him? If I believed in a day 
of judgement (as he does). I wouldn't know 
What we should all say to justify ourselves. 
Excuses would stick in the throat For we know 
exactly what and where the problems are. All 
this research tells us over and over again what 
can be done. The poor need not always be with 
us (or oolya fraction of their presea t n umbers). 

We were brought up on history books that 


of the children are saved from going into care, 
but such schemes are few and far between. 

For lack of that early support, 50,000 child- 
ren are in care every year. They grow up to fill 
25 per cent of prison cells. Why do we let them 
slip through our hands? There is virtually no 
treatment for these most damaged children, or 
any education, and they are cared for by the 
least qualified people. The Soda] Exclusion 
Unit could start with them. 

There is a comfortable view that poverty is 
intractable: that the feckless and dysfunctional 
are beyond help. But among all this voluminous 
research on ray desk there is all the evidence 
to the contrary. 

Tbny Blair goes back into Downing Street 
this morning with very little of the shine 
rubbed off. Now his rock-bard determination 
to make Britain more equal means his Social 
Exclusion Unit needs to start at once. Most of 
all, there needs to be money. How can that be 
found? In the end, only with public will. The 
people need to be persuaded that money well 
spent can make a real difference to the way we 
all live. At its lowest, projects to help the poor 
means fewer young criminals in 10 years’ time. 
They mean ending the dead weight of the poor 
carried by all taxpayers. At its loftiest, Blair 
needs to keep hamm ering out the One Nation 
message of bis powerful speech on that South- 
wark housing estate. 

Individually, if we felt genuinely guilty about 
the poor we could give our money away vol- 
untarily. But in the end it is far better fora gov- 
ernment to do the right thing, imposing good- , 
ness and efficiency on us aU fairly, with our 
consent There is nothing wrong with tax and 
spend, but now Labour has to start to persuade ! 
the people that more tax would be fair and 
spending thrifty, and that the result would be | 
a better-functioning society. I 


The war on drugs is 
a dialogue of the deaf 


told of the onward march of 
social progress, reforms, factory 
fuid education acts, a story of 
inevitable, unstoppable social 
improvement. The teaching of 
history from 1800 judged civili- 
sation on progress for the poor- 
est. No more boys up chimneys, 
no more women hauling coal 
trucks down mines. But then his- 
tory stopped. In the past 18 
years it has even reversed. The 
DSS itself reported that the 
income of the bottom 10 per 
cent decreased by 17 per cent 
llY between 1979 and 1992. When 

- I was young, in 1964, the first 

Dee general election I can remem- 
ber, I believed without a doubt 
_ in inevitable progress. Now, 

iowe instead, the gap has widened. 

Can Labour kick-start history 
cm again? 

& Let the Social Exclusion Unit 

gQ do no more research. Let them 

*■" think up no more clever ideas, 

a ppyyf Let them not spend long, dreary 

aLCllu interdepartmental hours squab- 

ir*Q. bling over structures centrally, 

*■*& and structures locally. Let no 

L. ]___ new wheels be invented: stop the 

consultation documents: silence 
»j i the policy wonks- We know all 

tYltol we need to know. i 

j. Thke yesterday’s Nacro report 1 

LUng as just one programme that 

.. could be implemented toroor- 

ation row - with money. Delinquency 

springs mainly from disaster 
>ur families in the poorest neigh- 

bourhoods. Social services 
-0T\gY usually know the children, but 

• nothing gets done. The report 

describes family schemes run by 
voluntary organisations that help mothers at the 
end of their tether, teaching them how to bring 


O ver recent weeks a 
succession of back- 
bench MFs, senior 
police and commu- 
nity figures have 
been calling for a rethink on 
the so-called “war on drugs". 
Last month the Government 
called for applications for the 
post of “Drugs Czar", an 
impressive-sounding post 
whose bolder will be respon- 
sible for harmonising Britain's 
ragged drugs policy. And fol- 
lowing the shooting to death 
of a five-year-ola boy in 
Bolton, the Prince's Trust and 
the Police Foundation have 
announced an inquiry lofty 
enough to earn the epithet of 
an unofficial Royal Commis- 
sion into drugs. 

This is healthy. No matter 
where you stand'on the drugs 
debate, you are likely to settle 
upon a single point of agree- 
ment: Britain’s drugs policy is 
in a mess. In the quarter cen- 
tury since the passing of Lhe 
Misuse of Drugs Act, the 
world of substance use has 
become infinitely more com- 
plex. For prohibitionists and 
reformers alike, the way the 
drugs scene is currently 
policed is seen as being often 
counter-productive, inconsis- 
tent and largely unworkable. 
On that point at least we all 
agree- And it is a good place 
to start 

But there is something 
amiss in the craze to re-assess 
drugs policy, and it goes to the 
core of the relationship 
between authority and young 
people. Merely changing pol- 
icy will be pointless if young 
people become impervious to 
our efforts - and that unfor- 
tunately, is what seems to be 
happening. Recent surveys of 
drug use among children indi- 
cate a steady softening of the 
mythology and taboos that 
were once the engine room of 
the war on drugs. Official mes- 
sages about drug use are 
apparently becoming less 
effective. Warnings of hellfire 
and damnation are not trans- 
lating into constraint. 

Put simply, more young 
people are using drugs out of 
curiosity or for self-medication 
or recreation. And many of 
them see the practice as quite 
ordinary. Noel Gallagher tried 
to explain that attitude by 
likening drug use to drinking 
tea, but his point was lost in 
the subsequent wash of 
indignation. 

Forget the Drugs Czar for a 
while: the proposed appoint- 
ment is merely a reorganising 
of existing national drugs pol- 
icy. What we need is an advo- 
cate to monitor police activi- 
ties in lhe youth culture - 
someone who can perform the 
role of mediator, think-tank 
and sounding board - who 
can build clearer lines of com- 
munication between young 
people and the police. With- 
out this, any meaningful drugs 
policy is doomed. Arid yet, at 


hy Simon Davies 
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We need someone to monitor police activities 
in the youth culture ... without this, any 
meaningful drugs policy is doomed 


the moment, those lines of 
communication are deterio- 
rating fast. 

Since 1990, police have used 
a variety of new public order 
laws to try to exterminate 
emerging youth environments. 
Raves, warehouse parties, 
house parties and dance par- 
ties - the hub of “hard core” 
youth culture - are routinely 
subject to extreme forms of 
police action that have ou 
occasion ended with mass 
arrests and injuries. The result 
is that an entire generation of 
young people - generally law- 
abiding young people - are 
being turned pointlessly 
against authority. 

Thke recent events in Bris- 
tol as an example. Last New 
Year's Eve, local dance organ- 
isers tried to stage a free party 
in an isolated and deserted 
warehouse. By all accounts, 
care had been taken to ensure 


the party was not near any res- 
idential properties. Despite 
this, the police turned up in 
force and closed the party. 
There were many injuries in 
the melee. A thousand jpoung- 
sters turned in an mstant 
against the police, and their 
antipathy will now be difficult, 
if not impossible, to reverse. 

Police tactics are sometimes 
more subtle. Last month I 
met a Brighton funk guitar 
band by the name of Flannel, 
who told me that local police 
have forced the cancellation of 
three of their concerts this 
year. The justification: iconog- 
raphy. East Sussex Police says 
the band's icon, an alien head 
in a triangle, would attract 
“drug users, anarchists and 
an undesirable element”. The 
band is a recipient of Arts 
Council funding. Their most 
recent gig was a charity con- 
cert for local community 


groups. Hardfy a cocktail for 
revolution, _ 

Such sledgebammer-and- 
nut stories are replicated 
across the country. Perhaps 
the most celebrated case is the 
fete of a dance party group 
called Exodus, based outside 
Luton. A recent television 
documentary outlined how 
Exodus were subjected to what 
could only be described as a 
campaign of harassment by 
Bedfordshire Police. As far 
back as 1994, 3,000 youngsters 
laid siege to the local police 
station in protest at what they 
described as police persecu- 


tion. Michael O'Byrne, chief 
constable of Bedfordshire 
Police, is now at the forefront 
of the police campaign for the 
drugs policy rethink. 

Justice?, a national watch- 
dog group which monitors 
police activity, says that rela- 
tions between police and 
youth have deteriorated 
markedly since 1993 - even 
before the death of Leah 
Betts, daughter of a former 
policeman. “A pathology is 
setting in," says Peter Styles, a 
coordinator with the group 
for the past five years, “and it 
is not getting any better." 

The problem is not helped 
by the inconsistency of police 
tactics. Surrey Police, for 
example, has a virtual “zero 
tolerance" approach to dance 
parties, while the force’s coun- 
terpart in Norfolk is ambiva- 
lent. Internal reports from the 
two national units established 
to monitor police activities - 
the Southern and Northern 
Central Intelligence Units - 
indicate widely differing views 
among police representatives. 

A Drugs Czar might be able 
to iron out these anomalies, 
but the far greater need is for 
a change of attitude. While a 
national intelligence-gather- 
ing effort has been estab- 
lished, there is to be no com- 
parable monitoring body for 
police-youth relations. The 
Association of Chief Police 
Officers says the matter falls 
within the conventional com- 
munity relations mechanism. 

Efforts have been made at a 
local level to improve relations, 
but according to Alan Lodge, a 
Nottingham youth worker who 
has documented police activity 
for 27 years, “every meeting 
designed to work out a solution 
has been used by police merely 
as an intelligence-gathering 
exercise". 

This is not good enough. It 
is not as though we are talking 
about a few social deadbeats, 
the hard-core fringe-dwellers 
that were the targets of 1970s 
stereotyping. Today, each 
weekend, at least half a million 
young people - typically they 
are employed, law abiding and 
middle class - take ecstasy. It 
maybe the biggest mass drugs 
experiment in history. The 
current haphazard approach 
to policing it has to change: 
otherwise, it is going to take 
more than a few token invita- 
tions to No 20 to mend the 
bridges. 

The author is a Visiting Fellow 
in Law at the University of 
Essex and a Visiting Fellow at 
the London School of 
Economics. 
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Darling your fusion was simply wonderful 


I have developed a theory about 
why actons stereotypicalfy call 
one another darling. But you will 
have to be patient. I will come on to 
i .» that in a minute. I hh upon it in Cam- 
i ■ bridge, at Girton "College, to be pre- 
0 ill' 1 dse. The elusive concept of com- 
i; ; ‘ miinify has been my goal in this 

- * * month-long tour of the nation and 

the various summer schools that fill 
our universities during the vacation 
• • - .>■ seemed the place toiexamine it in its 

-most transient form. 

The day I arrived, Girton was 
-v hostess to three separate groups: the 
- -c" actors of the Cambridge Shake* 

• > speare Festival who were ensconced 

for 11 weeks; the teachers of St 
Andrew’s Language School, who 
were in residence for two months; 

- and the members of the Essex Young 

•>. Pteqpte's Orchestra, who were there 
for jost five days. 

• " w .- • It was mid-morning break m the 

/. red-brick Victorian gothic college 

v . , wife its trim lawns and stately cedars, 
and the adolescents of Essex were at- 
, ringiafoeTVroomwatchingTffles- 

- ' . ' tubbies. Communities do not dome 

mudi more temporary tban_ this. 

. The orchestra exists for only 15 days 
.each year. Its 98 members, aged 
between 14 and 18, do not rehearse 
> da a weekly basis, like a school 

orchestra. They meet only for three 

-■ *;• five-day sessions dirring the hohdays 

- * “Easter, summer and Christmas - 

g ' -when they put in at least eight solid 
hours' practice. “This way, said 
Richard Brittain who runs the enter- 
prise, “they can make progress on 

‘ oaiMes and teflures.** . 

: Progress is made on other fronts. 
Wo. “Richard, stop chatting to* up, 

• oneyttaagfiddforwasadnwmshedas 

• : concentration wandered wwanbthe 
end of the mornings three-hour 


section practice for the first violins. 
Rituals of courtship are just the unof- 
ficial part of the community-bufiding 
process. “Wfc deliberately programme 
group activities in the free time — 
swimming, a quiz night, a barn 
dance,” said Mr Brittain. ‘And they 
are all responsible for setting up the 
performance area and clearing it 
. afterwards.” Thus, they hope, the 
balance between self-disdpline and 
youthful rebellion will be arrived at. 

Similar processes were at work 
among the other groups visiting the 
college. Common purpose was not 
deemed a sufficient cement on the 
two-week courses at the language 
school down the corridor. “When 
they arrive we have a whole pn> 
gramme of ice-breakers - name 
games and non-language games 
designed to bu3d trust,” said Helen 
Holwil. the young course director. 
Morning classes are followed by 
afternoon games and day trips 
designed to bridge cultural gaps 
among pupils of different nationali- 
ties about what is acceptable in dass. 

“You learn, there is some tnnh in 
national stereotypes: ask the group 
an open question and an Italian will 
begin and talk for hours. But the 
Japanese will not, even if they know 
tire answer, because part of their cul- 
ture is not appearing to know more 
than your neighbour. Ask the class 
to go into pairs and talk about music 
and -an Arab may come back and say 
he’s not being paired with a. woman; , 
the Japanese wiD come back and ask 
what land of musk " The process is 
artificial, but It-is an effective accel- 
erator. “By the end of two weeks 
some wfll even ask to come back next 
year with the same group." 

The Cambridge Shakespeare Fes- 
tival actors had also created 
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techniques for fusion. A company of 
50 actors had gathered for eight 
shows over nine weeks. “Although 
they are all professionals, they are all 
expected to muck in," said Dr David 
Crfify, the director of the festival, 
which is now inits 10th year. “Weal! 
build the sets, pul up the lighting tow- 
ers, lay the cables.* 

They are also expected to take part 
in a rigorous social life. Punting, 
rounders, pub pool, bar football 
tournaments etc are all compulsory. 
“There’s 10 in each company so 
everyone has to join in to make the 
five-a-sides work,” said the effusive 
Crilly. “Performance may be the 
common denominator but much 
more is needed if everyone is to fuse 
instantly into a team." 

And then came the chre to the 
“darting” syndrome. “The week after 
the festival finishes I feel bereft.” said 
Crilly, who then reverts to his job as 
a university music lecturer. “These 
people have become my best friends 
and yet I may never meet them 
again." For professional actors such 
hothouse intensity is a part of every- 
day life. They build a tremendous 
sense of emotional familiarity with 
then fellow thesps. Then, years later, 
they meet and having forgotten each 
other’s names, they summon an 

appellation Much is, at once, intimate 
and anonymous. Hence, darling. 

' How odd, I then thought, that 
these transient communities all seem 
to know that they need conscious 
strategies to develop their common 
identity. How odd too, that those who 
lament the decline of a more perma- 
nent and deep-rooted sense of com- 
munity in the nation have not come 
to the same realisation, but rather 
assume that it wiU be nurtured and 
fostered without thought or effort 


Which is nor to be dewy-eyed. 
Communities are places of conflict as 
well as companionship. “If -this was 
a football team you'd never get 
selected," boomed the Essex con- 
ductor, Antoine Mitchell, as the 
French horn fluffed for the fifth 
time in the full orchestral run- 
through of Liszt’s Les Preludes. The 
back-row trombone looked up from 
reading FHM to gaze across the 
orchestra at his guilty colleague. 

“Why are you talking?" barked the 
conductor. The horn muttered. “Oh, 
so that isn’t talking, when your mouth 
moves up and down and noise comes 
out. Get ouL" 

Later in the day, I spotted the 
French horn in a “Why-should-yqu- 
not-be-sent-home?" conference with 
the orchestral authorities. He 
thought of a good reason, and was 
not Mechanisms of resolution are 
integral to community too. 

Late that night there was more 
jostling and jockeying in the bar 
where The Tempest was playing 
Borneo and Juliet in a knock-out tour- 
nament. The actors were on the 
pool table again, grumbled the teach- 
ers. The Essex youth were engaged 
in some private internal discord, to 
judge by the raised voices. And It 
would be the same in lhe weeks to 
come when the British Antarctic 
Survey, the World Conservation 
Monitoring Centre, or the British 
Organ Donors Society filled the col- 
lege for conferences that would be so 
similar in their dynamics for all the 
difference of their subject matter. 

“No one has brought the glasses 
back." grumbled Tom. the undent bar- 
man, as he pulled down the shutters 
at 2am. “But, then, no one ever does." 

Tomorrow: London. 


[whybother? 
She’ll 

probably die 
anyway 
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WH Smith chief 
rules out early 
break-up plans 
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Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 


W H Smith's chairman, Jeremy 
Hardie, ruled out a break-up of 
the struggling retail group yes- 
terday, saying the appointment 
of a new chief executive re- 
mained the priority. Speaking 
as W H Smith announced a re- 
bound in full-year underlying 
profits to £l24m, Mr Hardie 
said the company would stick to 
the strategy developed by Bill 
Cockbum, whose shock decision 
to quit as chief executive in June 
plunged the group into fresh 
turmoil. 

“We have no plans for a 
break-up,’* he said. “A year ago 
we had a strategic review and 
disposed of some assets such as 
Do It AH and business supplies. 
The strategy we developed then 
is being implemented now. 
What you don't do is thrash 
about changing things." 

Mr Hardie admitted that he 
could not dismiss a break-up 
entirely as the incoming chief 
executive may view the situa- 
tion differently. However, he 
said none of the candidates in- 
terviewed for the post had ex- 
pressed a different view as to 
the company's best method of 
rebuilding shareholder value. 

Mr Hardie. who has been 
spending all his time at the com- 
pany even though he is sup- 
posed to be part-time chairman, 
disappointed the City by giving 
precious little fresh information 
about the chief executive 
search. “It is only two months 
since Bill Cockbum left and if 
you are going to do a profes- 
sional job it takes longer than 
that. You don't find a chief ex- 
ecutive by looking at the small 
ads overnight." He said the in- 
terviews had been completed 
but did not rule out additional 
candidates coming forward. 



Hardie: ‘You don't find a CEO 
by looking at the small ads' 

At present the leading ex- 
ternal candidate is Stuart Rose, 
the former Burton director. 
The three internal candidates 
are Alan Giles, John Han- 
cock. and Richard Handover. 

Keith Hamill, the group's 
finance director who was con- 
sidered a front-runner prior to 
his decision to pull out at the 
w eekend, said he was happy to 
work under someone else and 
bad no plans to quit. Tin 
quite happy here. I'm not 
roving about talking to head- 
hunters." 

He denied he had canvassed 
support for a break-up but 
admitted that he had been 
“quite loud" about the com- 
pany being under-valued when 
the shares fell to 350p. 

Some analysts say the group 
could be worth more than its 
current market value of just 
over £lbn if parts of the group 
such as the Waterstones books 
division and Virgin Our Price, 
were sold. 

Mr Cockbum, who joins BT 


as head of its UK operations in 
October, will not return to 
Smith's after taking August as 
holiday. However, he tele- 
phoned the company yesterday 
saying he would waive his 
September salary, worth 
around £3S,000. 

WH Smith's pre-tax profits 
of £124m for tire year to 31 
May followed the previous 
year’s £194m loss, which was 
struck after heavy exceptional 
items. 

However, there were fresh 
oblems in the main WH 
oith retail business, where the 
group was forced to make a 
£6m provision for £20m of ex- 
cess stock. The company said 
the unsold books, , music and 
videos were a result of over- 
buying and a failure to mark 
poor sellers down soon 
enough. 

Mr Hardie said he was con- 
fident that the business could 
be turned around. “There is a 
big market for a mainstream 
store providing music, books 
and so on, regardless of the in- 
roads the specialist retailers and 
supermarkets are making." 

There was also a £73m pen- 
sion write-off caused by the 
recent changes to Advance 
Corporation lax in the Budget. 

Like-for-like sales at the 
core business rose by just 1.5 
per cent last year and by 2 per. 
cent in current trading. 

In the rest of the business, 
Waterstones remained the star 
performer, increasing profits 
from £15m to £20ra. But prof- 
its at Virgin Our Price fell 
from £18m to £14m due to a 
weak roster of music releases. 

Group sales were up 4 per 
cent at £2.75bn and the 
dividend was maintained at 
15.65p. The shares dosed 9p 
higher at 376 Jp. 

Comment, page 17 



Vote of confidence: The latest land sale in Hong Kong allayed fears that prices might fail sharply In the wake of the handover to China 


Stephen Votes 

Hong Kong - 


The Hong Kong stock market 
breathed a sigh of collective 
relief yesterday when the first 
government land auction since 
the return to Chinese rule pro- 
duced bids well to the high end 
of expectations. 

Investors had been antici- 
pating die outcome as a signal 
of developers' confidence in 
property, which in turn under- 
pins the stock market as a 
whole. Most attention was 
focused on a 10,570 square 
metre residential development 
site in the up-market Repulse 
Bay district which was sold for 
HK$5.5bn (£44 lm). This works 
out at about £1,290 per square 
foot 

The lowest estimate for the 
sale was HK$4JLbn, while the 
highest was around HKSfibn. 

As the overheated luxury 


Buoyant land prices take 
pressure off Hang Seng 


end of the residential property 
market has seen prices fall by 
as much as 30 per cent m recent 
months, yesterday's auction de- 
livered a dear signal that the 
big-league developers were not 
losing faith. 

After a slow start to the 
hour-long bidding, two big com- 
panies were left in the contest 
Eventually Chinahem pulled 
through, outbidding Cheung 
Kong, the flagship of the group 
controlled by Li Ka-shing, who 
is Hong Kong's most astute 
property developer. Mr Li’s 
son, Victor, who bid on behalf 
of the company, described the 


result as "a vote of confidence” 
in the Hong Kong market 

Misgivings about the auc- 
tion earlier in the day prompted 
investors to place a heavy vol- 
ume of sell orders, taking the 
market down 157 points at the 
morning close. However, as 
news of the auction seeped 
out buyers rushed back, leav- 
ing the blue-chip Hang Seng In- 
dex to close at 15,534 points, a 
fall of just 13 points on the day. 

James Osborn, director of 
sales at ING Barings Securities, 
said the real importance of the 
auction was that it contained 
“no nasty shocks". He said the 


market would have been seri- 
ously shaken if bidding had 
been below expectations but as 
the three sites on offer had been 
sold for good prices, the mar- 
ket could breathe easy. 

Although there was some 
evidence of renewed interest in 
blue chips yesterday, the Hong 
Kong market has spent most of 
the past month standing on its 
head. Retail and mainland Chi- 
nese investors have pushed big 
institutional investors to the 
side and poured unprecedented 
sums of money into the market. 
These punters have shunned 
blue chips and headed straight 


for small er companies, focusing . 
on those with Chinese connec- 
tions. 

As a result, the constituent 
stocks of the Hang Seng Index 
have seen their share of trades ! 
fall from about 60 per cent of . 
market volume 12 months ago 
to less than 20 per cent over the 
past month. 

On Tuesday the trade in blue . 
chips slumped to a new k>w, rep- 
resenting less than 10 per cent 
of the market volume. W 

The effect of this new pattern 
of trading is to make the noto- 
riously volatile Hong Kong 
market even more volatile as 
small punters move rapidly in 
and out of stocks. Institutional 
buyers have been scared away 
by some of the crazy valuations 
now prevailing in the market 
and are sticking mainly with 
blue chips which are beginning 
to look increasingly cheap com- 
pared to the rest of the market. 


United may 
axe 100 jobs 
in TV revamp 


Cathy Newman 


United News & Media's takeover 
of HTV has triggered a review 
of all Lord Hollick’s broadcast- 
ing interests, which could lead to 
around 100 job losses. 

In the wake of the £372m 
acquisition of HTV in June, 
United has kicked off a cost- 
cutting drive across the group's 
television portfolio, which also 
includes the Anglia and Merid- 
ian franchises. 

A spokesman for United 
Broadcasting confirmed the 
review, but said it was hard to 
see how many jobs would go at 
this stage. 

However, a source at the com- 
pany said the group was looking 
to make 100 people redundant 
to make savings of £3m. 

City analysts said yesterday 
that United had found HTV 
was “a tight ship", and had 
decided to seek cost savings 
elsewhere in the group. One 
said: “Costs will be cut more 
from United’s existing television 
operations than HTV." 

Another analyst said that, far 
from slashing large numbers of 
jobs from HTV, United would 
actually use the organisation of 
HTV as a template for its other 
franchises. He said: “United is 
discovering that maybe it will 
have to adopt the measures 
HTV had in place in its existing 
television operations." 


United reports its interim 
results next month, but it is not 
expected to have finalised the 
review by then. An announce- 
ment about the stre amlinin g is 
likely to be made in the next two 
months. 

United paid a full price for 
HTV in order to ensure it 
maintained its position as one 
of the biggest players in ITV, 
along with Carlton Communi- 
cations and Granada Groap. 
Whereas most recent bids val- 
ued television companies at 
around 30 times earnings, 
United’s 420p-a-share agreed 
bid was equivalent to around 40 
times earnings. Granada, which 
bought Yorkshir e-Tyne Tees 
Television earlier in the summer, 
paid £1 1.75 a share, valuing the 
company at £7Ilm, or just over 
30 times earnings. 

At the time of the deal, 
United said it could save around 
£10m by amalgamating pro- 
gramme transmission for HTV, 
Meridian and Anglia. How- 
ever, job losses were originally 
expected to be minimal, and 
Meridian and Anglia had 
hoped to escape unscathed. 

Apart from a 29 per cent stake 
in the newly launched terrestrial 
television station, Channel 5, 
Lord Hollick’s group also owns 
numerous press interests, in- 
cluding the Express newspapers 
and Miflef Freeman, publisher of 
business magazines. 


Gas suppliers refuse to back watchdog 


Chris Godsmaric 
Business Correspondent 


The high-profile watchdog set 
up to outlaw dubious sales 
tactics in the emerging domes- 
tic gas and electricity markets 
was facing a boycott yesterday 
by some of the leading inde- 
pendent supplieis. 

Two of the biggest gas com- 
panies competing with British 
Gas, Eastern Natural Gas and 
Calortex, have refused to join the 
Association of Energy Suppliers 
(AES) after reservations about 
its effectiveness. The association 
was launched tins summer by the 
Gas Consumers Council (GCC) 
and Electricity Association after 


complaints about door-to-door 
sales tactics in trials of household 
gas competition. 

The dispute emerged as Clare 
Spottiswoode, the gas industry 
regulator, yesterday confirmed 
that the next phase of gas com- 
petition, extending choice to 2 
million homes in Scotland and 
the North-east of England, 
would start on 1 November. 

The decision is Likely to prove 
controversial after demands 
from several independent gas 
companies that the trial be 
postponed to February. They 
claimed computer, systems be- 
ing built by TransCo, the 
pipeline network run by BG, 
would not be fully tested. 


Ms Spottiswoode said Hans- 
Co’s innovative approach to its 
data management systems had 
made the early launch date 
possible in time for the highest- 
spending winter quarter. 

Sue Slipman, director of the 
GCC, yesterday joined the crit- 
icism of the November launch. 
She said: “We are worried that 
the early opening of the market 
wffl lead to higher levels of prob- 
lems for consumers than would 
have been created by a later 
starting date. GCC does not 
have the resources to support 
a high level of consumer 
complaints.” 

The looming boycott of the 
AES is expected to lead to 


pressure for a fully fledged 
statutory sales code for the 
energy industry, despite Ms 
Spottiswoode’ s reluctance to 
incorporate a mandatory code 
into companies’ operating 
licences. 

The AES had expected all gas 
and electricity suppliers to join 
its ranks, with sanctions in- 
cluding public d ismiss al from 
the body after three warnings. 

Eastern, the gas arm of 
Energy Group, said its mem- 
bership was under review and 
it had no plans to join. A 
spokesman said: “We’re confi- 
dent the interests of our cus- 
tomers are already protected. 
We alreadjy have our own code 


of practice which is tougher than 
the AES’s." 

The company was at the 
centre of complaints about its 
sales tactics since the start of 
competition, resulting in the 
sacking of some sales repre- 
sentatives and a rebuke from 
Ofgas, the industry watchdog. 
Eastern said its own code had 
a 14-day cooling-off period for 
customers, double the seven- 
day period for the AES. 

Calortex, which has cam- 
paigned for a statutory code of 
conduct, was also unhappy. 
"We haven't signed yet and we 
have concerns about the effec- 
tiveness of the sanctions," said 
a spokeswoman. 



Clare Spottiswoode: Under 
fire over November launch 


Exports defy strong sterling 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


The strong pound is showing no 
signs of triggering the widely 
predicted plunge in exports, 
according to new figures for 
Britain's trade deficit. 

The gap between exports 
and imports widened slightly to 
£950m in June Jxom £733m in 
May, according to figures from 
the Office for National Statis- 
tics. But ris ing imports rather 
than falling overseas sales ex- 
plained the deterioration. 

The trade shortfall with non- 
EU countries alone fell sharply 
from £7I3m in June to only 
£65 m in July. This was thanks 
mainly to one-offs such as the 
shipment of a £400m drilling 


platform from Tyneside across 
the North Sea to Norway. 

Even excluding such items, 
the figures defied warnings of 
a nosedive in exports made by 
industrialists and many econo- 
mists. The overall deficit shrank 
in underlying terms from £l.lbn 
in May to £974m in June. 

“If you take out the erratics 
the trade balance is probably 
widening, but the cause is high- 
er imports rather than lower ex- 
ports,” said Dharshini David, an 
economist at HSBC Markets. 
“It suggests that windfall spend- 
ing is sucking in imports.” 

Excl uding both oil and erratic 
items, the undertying volume of 
imports from the rest of the 
world rose by 3.8 per cent in the 
three months to June, their 


growth picking up from near 
zero. However, underlying 
growth in export volumes has re- 
mained robust, picking up from 
17 per cent in May to 5 per cent 
in June. Growth in volumes 
shipped to non-EU markets 
was 4.4 per cent in the three 
months to July. 

Many analysts continue to ex- 
pect the impact of the strong 
pound will be reflected in the 
official figures before long. 

“Business surveys have 
shown a massive deterioration 
in export orders,” said Michael 
Saunders of Salomon Brothers. 
The surveys typically predicted 
the path of actual exports by one 
or two quarters, he said. 

Some economists are be- 
coming less convinced that the 


widely expected plunge will ma- 
terialise, however. Adam Cole 
at James Cape! pointed out 
that normally the impact of 
sterling's appreciation on export 
volumes should have been at its 
height about now. 

"Exporters have been able to 
take the impact on their profit 
margins because they had sus- 
tained virtually all of the im- 
provement in competitiveness 
brought about by the devaluation 
in 1992," he said. “The impact 
.of the higher pound on export 
volumes and output could turn 
out to be very muted." 

The. pound reacted little to 
yesterday’s figures. Its index 
against a range of currencies 
ended up 0.3 at 101.9. 

Comment, page 17 
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Fidelity to dose 
‘cumbersome’ 
Magellan fund 


Tom Stevenson 

Financial Editor 


Boston-based Fidelity is to dose 
its huge Magellan investment 
hind to new investors from the 
end of September in an effort 
to make it more manageable. 
MageUan, which is Fidelity’s 
flagship mutual fund and the 
biggest of its kind in the world, 
now worth almost S63bn 
(£39bn). 

The closure of the fund to 
pew investors follows an 
improvement in the fund’s for- 
tunes after a period of under- 
performance. Fidelity said an 
expected inflow of cash follow- 
ing the improved investment 
performance had prompted the 
*™on to close the fund. 

FIdeUty said existing investors 
would be allowed to continue 
topping up their holdings after 
30 September bur no new in- 
vestors would be allowed in. 
Participants in most group re- 
tirement niane — ii. 



continue 


■'-'•nen 


would also 
investing. 

Po * cn ’ head of 
Fidelity s S500bn mutual fund 

group, said of the decision: “Bv 
{SjyiFB foNrc access to the 

sonable levels." He said the 
move would allow the fund’s 
manager. Bob Stansky, “to con- 


tinue to manage the fund in the 
most effective m ann er for its 
shareholders". 

The move is unusual for a 
mutual fund manager, which 
usually likes to keep funds open 
to m a x i m ise their fee income. 
However, Fidelity has been un- 
der pressure to close the fund 
because, analysts claimed, its 
cumbersome size' was damaging 
shareholders’ returns. 

Erie Kobren, editor of Fidelity 
Insight , an independent newslet- 
ter that tracks the investment 
group, said: “It’s in the best 
interest of shareholders to dose 
Magellan. The fund is just too 
lai-ge." 

Fidelity’s Magellan is the 
biggest investment fund by far. 
Its closest rival. Vanguard 
Group’s Index 500 Portfolio, has 
about $45bn in assets. Fidelity 
has said in the past it would 
close Magellan if the company - 
determined that such a move 
would be in the best interests of . 
shareholders. . 

The closure of Magellan 
comes after record inflows of 
cash for the first time in IS : 
months during which poor per- 
formance has led to almost - 
SlObn being withdrawn. Tbe in- 
flow follows an improvement in 
performance since-Mr Stansky 
took over control of the fund 
from Jeff V mik in June 1996. 
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Waiving his salary is the least Cockbum can do 



'It is becoming 

. increasingly clear just 

how big a mess he 
has left poor old 
Smith's in. It was 
obvious from the 
outset that his abrupt 
- departure after just 18 
rfionths at the helm 
would cause great 
disruption. But the 
fall-out will probably 
be greater than was 
originally imagined’ 


X_Tow considerate of BOl Cockbum to tele- 
f- Apnone WH Smith yesterday and tell his 
former employer he was prepared to waive 
His September salaiy of £35,000. What a fine 
and magnanimous gesture from a man who 
comprehensively legged over the 
organisation for which he used to work. Not 
feeling guilty by any chance is he? 

He certainly ought to. For a start, Mr 
Cootbum will not actually be doing any work 
for WH Smith in September. He has already 
left and will be enjoying a wot of garden- 
ing leave prior to throwing in his Jot with BT 
■ kec° n< ^ it is becoming increasingly dear 
J* 15 * b, ‘fi a mess he has left poor old 
smith s in. it was obvious from the outset 
that his abrupt departure after just IS 
months at the helm would cause great dis- 
ruption in an already fragile business. But 
the fall-out wfl] probably be greater - cer- 
tainly at board level — than was origin ally 
imagined. 

Take Keith HammU, for instance. The for- 
mer Forte finance director, who was one of 
Mr Cockburn’s first appointments, was an 
eariy front runner for the top job but has now 
ruled himself out saying it should go to a 
retailer rather than a numbers man. He was 
putting a brave face on it yesterday, saying 
he was happy to stay on. But it is more likely 
that he will be off within six months to the 
next decent job offer that comes his way. 

The exodus wilJ probably not stop there. 
If the job goes to an outsider, the new boss 
will want to bring in his own team, which 


means ousting some of the incumbents. If 
it goes to one of the internal candidates, it 
is more than likely that one or two of those 
passed over will seek pastures new. 

Whal all this adds up to is that a business 
that has already lost 10 directors since the 
group s c a l ami tous profits warning two years 
ago, will lose yet more. Jeremy Hardie, WH 
Smith's chairman, is going to start feeling 
like a recruitment consultant soon. ° 

He certainly has his work cut ouL As the 
latest results show, this grand old name of 
the high street still has a long way to go 
before U even enters the recovery phase, let 
alone starts Vo come out of it. Weak sales 
growth is an old problem, but £ 2 Dm of 

unsold books, records and videos was a new j 

one thrown in for good measure. Whoever I 
gets Bill Cockburn's job will soon see why 
be left it in such a hurry. 

Conflicting signals 
on interest rates 

A re short-term interest rates high enough 
xVyet to bead off an inflationary boom? 
The Bank of England has indicated that there 
wfl] be a pause for reflection before anything 
further is done. Its newly formed Monetary 
Policy Committee will not, however, have 
drawn much comfort from the latest raft of 
economic statistics. There were further 
signs of the windfall-driven spending spree 
in the trade figures yesterday. Combine that 


with the record level of August car sales, re- 
ported on our front page, and there are dear 
signs the shortfall between exports and 
imports is on a deteriorating trend. 

The trade gap is widening not because the 
effects of the strong pound on exports, which 
remain largely at unchanged levels, but 
because of stronger imports, and particularly 
Imports of highly priced consumer goodies 
like cars and electrical goods. Exporters 
seem to have resisted the temptation to sac- 
rifice volume to sustain margins. The 
pound's appreciation has been taken on the 
chin, with most exporters prepared to accept 
that their dollar and German mark selling 
prices be left unchanged, despite the fact 
they now buy fewer pounds. 

Sterling’s ejection from the exchange rate 
mechanism gave competitiveness and mar , 
gins a big boost in 1992. Unusually, the 
effects of that devaluation have not been 
whittled away by higher wages and inflation. 
This means there has been plenty of scope 
for exporters to take the pain of the newly- 
strong pound on margins rather than mar- 
ket share. This in turn makes it hard to pre- 
dict whether a slowdown in export growth 
will occur later this year. Business surveys 
point to a share drop in orders which would 
normally be followed by a downturn in actual 
shipments. 

On the other hand, half of the pound's 
appreciation to its current level - which 
looks as though it might be the peak - had 
occurred 12 months ago, so normally the 


down turn in exports would already pave nap 
pened. The overall impact of a nse m_tne 
exchange rate on growth might therefore 
turn out to be much smaller than normal 
Combined with the ever-gr owing 
deuce of the scale of the spending bus 
makes some of the gloomier economist^ 
i predicting a sharodowntuni next year, took 
like realSyores. The Bank of England races 
quite a conundrum. - 

Magellan’s closure 
marks end of an era 

T he closure of Fidelity’s Magellan fund to 
new investors marie the end of an era 
on V&J1 Street T hanks to the stock-picking 
genius of its manager throughout the 1980s, 
Peter Lynch, the words Fidelity, Magellan 
and mutual fund are synonymous, for many j 
US private investors. 

Fidelity accounts for 13 per cent of the 
hoge Americ an mutual fund market and 
Magellan, its flagship, is a massive fund. It 
had $63bn of assets under ma n age m ent at 
the last count, bigger than the annual GDP 
of Ireland. It has a 10 per cent stake in more 
than 300 companies in its home market and 
at least 5 percent in almost 900 around the 
world. 

That is a measure of the fund's success bat 
it is also its biggest problem. Running Mag- 
ellan has beenUkened to steering an ocean 
liner in a crowded harbour. Attempting to 


steal a march on its smaller, nimbler rivals 
has required it to take bigger and bigger 
gambles on which sectors or asset classes 
^^cffltperfoim In recent years these cafls 
have tended to be wrong- 

Jeff Vinik, Magellan’s manager until last 
summer when be was replied by Bob 
Stansky, was a subscriber to the Tony Dye 
view of the market As a consequence he 
took a big position in bonds and cash and 
so missed out on the earlier stages of the 
recent staggering rise in the Dow. He f«id 
with his job, and Magellan with almost SlOtm 

of withdrawn funds. w „ , . 

Over the last year, Mr Stansky has 
dumped the bonds, reduced the cash pile 
andbet heavily on the market continuing to 
rise. So far he has been proved right, the 
l fund has started to outperform again and, 
as ever in this business, the punters are belat- 
edly piling in. 

Closing the fund makes good sense then, 
if only because the whole thing was becom- 
ing progressively unmanageable. What the 
move teus us about the level of the US mar- 
ket is less clear cut While size is probably 
more of a problem in a bear market than a 
bull one. Fidelity’s concerns about the 
expected flood of private investors into its 
funds aiguespersuasively that sheer weight 
of money will keep shares rising. He may 
have dosed his doors, but there is no sign 

1/^ knnriVlt TKtftl OlMtn 
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market than surging mutual fund 


’s mobile phone boss quits 


IN BRIEF 

Philip Morris holds dividend to save cash 



Chris Qodsmark 

Business Correspondent 

Securicor yesterday heralded a 
further shake-up of its troubled 
mobile phone business as it 
parted company with Ed 
Hough, chief executive of its 
communications division, by 
mutual agreement 
Mr Hough, 53, left his job 
with Securkor yesterday and did 
not have another post to go to. 
He is likely to Teceive a pay-off 
of around £280,000 from his 
^ two-year rolling contract Last 
W year he was paid £163,000 in- 

Wiggins 
to sue 
Brent 
Council 

Andrew Yates 

Wigging the properly invest- 
ment confpmty, yesterday said 
it was sumg Brent Council, 
claiming officials at the London 
borough had frustrated its at- 
^ tempt to build a £ 6 .Sm leisure 
complex at the site of an old 
swimming pool at Kingsbury, 
near Wembley. 


eluding bonuses, with a basic 
salary of £140,000. 

Jeff Pack, Securicor’s group 
treasurer, said; “He went home 
yesterday and is not coming 
back to work. His resignation 
was by mutual agreement. Ed’s 
interest in the business was re- 
ally more to do with the growth 
phase.” 

Securicor said Chris Shirt- 
diffe, its finance director, would 
take direct control over Se- 
curicor Cellular Services, the 
mobile phone business in the 
UK which sells Celinet airtime. 
Securicor owns 40 per cent of 


Celinet, with the remainder 
controlled by British Telecom. 

Roger Wiggs. Securicor's 
chief executive, said a further 
announcement would be made 
within days about restructuring 
measures and management 
changes. Securicor share s fell 
1 Up to 264p on the news. 

Mr Hough's departure fol- 
lows long-running troubles with 
the mobile business, which cul- 
minated in the spring with the 
announcement of an £18m ex- 
ceptional restructuring charge. 
It covered write downs on foe 
value of customer contracts in 


Securicor’s accounts because 
people were leaving foe Celinet 
network at a much faster rate. 
The charges contributed to a 
slump in Securicor's profits in 
foe six months to the end of 
March, which fell to £19.1m 
from £47.6m. 

Mr Pack said further action 
would be taken to weed out low- 
spending customers attracted on 
to foe network by big discounts. 

“The economies of service 
provision have changed dra- 
matically over the past two 
years. There's been such a de- 
gree of ted debt that it's become 


necessary to be more careful 
than before.” 

Though Mr Hough was not in 
direct control of Cefinet, the mo- 
bile operator has also fared a se- 
ries of fiascos, including foe 
revelation this month of a£40m 
charge after foe company aban- 
doned work on a new billing sys- 
tem. It came on top of a £25m 
provision to cover billing delays, 
taken last year, of which £ 10 m 
was charged to Securicor’s first- 
half profits. In March Howard 
Ford left Celinet as managing di- 
rector. 

Jim McCafferty, a telecom- 


munications analyst from ABN at 40 cents a share in a move designed to conserve cash for the 
Amro Hoare Govett, said Mr tobacco industry's proposed $368 -5bn (£229bn) national settle- 
Hougfa’s resignation suggested meat of health-related lawsuits. The company, which makes Marl- 
Securirerwas determined to get boro cigarettes, is expected to pay about half foe settlement Based 
to grips with foe division, on the company’s history of raking dividends by about 20 per cent, 
“IheyNie realised these are loss- the move wfll cost shareholders 8 cents a share, or about $194m 
making businesses, so reporting each quarter on foe 2.42 billion shares in issue. Philip Morris has 
direct to foe finance director increased its dividend 10 times in foe past 10 years. It last failed 
should help their visibility.’' to do so in 1993 after cutting foe price of Marlboro cigarettes to 
Other communicatioas op- hah the loss of market share to discount brands. The move is part 
erations in the US controlled by of the efforts by foe company’s chairman, Geoffrey Bible, to con- 
Mr Hough Wfl be foe respona- vince Congress and foe White House that the industry cannot 
bflity of Mr Wiggs. Securicor said afford to pay more. 


bility of Mr Wiggs. Securicor said 
Bob Shiver, a non-executive di- 
rector of Intek. its US radio di- 
vision, would become a full-time 
chairman and chief executive. 


London leads the world in costly hotels 


John WUicock 

JL#JL CJL 11/ ■ British athletics may be going 

— L- . ‘ • • through a dodgy patch, but' 

/ I there are two areas in which we 

VUUI Hsll still have clear world records: 

London has the most expensive 
hotels on foe planet, while foe 
Andrew Yates UK has the highest-priced rail 

travel. 

Wiggins*, foe property invest- These chastening facts come 

ment coiftpany, yesterday said from foe tenth edition of foe 
it was suing Brent Council, Prices and Earnings Around the 
claiming offioals at the London Globe survey from UBS. The 
borough had frustrated its at- Swiss bank started producing 
tempt to build a £ 6 .Sm leisure foe survey in foe 1970s, and it 
complex at foe site of an old appears every three years, 
swimming pool at Kingsbury, According to its compiler, 
near Wembley. Daniel Kalt, head of UBS Eco- . 

Oliver Iny, chief executive of; nomic Research in Zurich, 
Wiggins, said; “Brent granted us many companies use the report 
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a lease for the site but didn’t 
cany out their promises. We are 
putting in a huge claim for 
damages. We are claiming sig- 
nificantly more money than foe 
£3m we have spent to far tin foe. 
sitel Brent will hurt.” 

Wiggins also announced 
plans to create 6,000 jobs in 
Kent by developing a 400-acre 
site it has just acquired at 
Mansion airport near Margate, 
foe place where foe bouncing 

? bomb was developed by Barnes 
Wallace during the Second 
World War. 

It plans to build up to 6 mil- 
lion square feet of factories and 
industrial premises around the 
airport. Cummins, the US diesel 
engine manufacturer, has al- 


to fix employee pay levels 
around foe world. 

Thankfully the UK doesn’t 
break the bank in every de- 
partment London is foe world's 
ninth-most expensive city in a 
top ten dominated by Scandi- 
navian dries, although Tbkyo 
leads the pack. 

The survey finds that an 
overnight stay for two in the 
British capital wfll cost an av- 
erage £248, well ahead of foe 
global figure of $168 (£104}. 
Eating out cm foe other hand is 
good ralue compared with most 
Asian cities ana Moscow. 

For hard-pressed rafl trav- 
ellers in foe UK, privatisation 
does not seem to have trans- 
lated into more competitive 
orices ouite vet to nut it mild- 




ready agreed to set up a facto- . prices quite yet, to put it mild- 
ly on the land. The development fy- The UK is the most expen- 
wfll include two hoge lakes and sive in the world with fare 
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Rolls-Royce gets $75m order for engines 

Rolls-Royce has received an order for five RB211-53S engines, 
worth $75m (£47m), following Continental Airlines Holdings’ 
decision to convert five of foe options for 16 additional Boeing 
757 aircraft announced in April into firm orders. The five new 
aircraft wfll be delivered in June and December 1998, and Jan- 
uary, February and March 1999. Rolls-Royce Canada has 
signed a multi-year agreement with Continental Airlines for the 
repair and overhaul of foe RB211-535E4 engines which power 
the airline’s 757 fleet. 

Johnson Fry appoints finance director 

Johnson Fly Holdings has appointed Cathy Toman finance di- 
rector with effect from 18 September. Plaul Gflderdeeves, the pre- 
sent finance director, wfll remain on foe board as an executive 
director until 9 October, after which he will leave the company 
to pursue other business interests. 

Beales Hunter profits down 36 per cent 

Profits at Beales Hunter, the Loughborough -based engineers, fell 
36 per cent to £2.Ilm in theyear to the raid ofMay, although turnover 
rose 11 per cent to £63 8m. The group operates three divisions- 
electrical. refrigeration and textiles. “\fari^conditk>nfih^ YTiwH^ 
trading difficult," said chairman David Tittle. “The outlook is more 
encouraging following reorganisations this year.” 

Tinsley Robor buys pre-press company 

Tinsley Robor, a leading supplier of packaging to foe music and 
multimedia publishing industries, is baying Pinepaint, a pre-press 
wrnpany, for £2.7m cash, of which £lm is spread over foe next 
three years based on meeting performance targets. Colin Baker, 
one of Pin epo inf's two founders, wfll ™nap» Pmepoint as a sub- 
sidiary of Tinsley Robor. 

Proshare launches website for investors 

Proshare, a supporter of wider share ownership, has launched a 
new website aimed at private investors. It offers more than 40 
pages of free information to help investors understand key issues 


mmm 




relating to share ownership. The site is at www.proshare.org.uk 

Domnick Hunter warns of sterling knock 

Domnick Hunter, the filtration products group, yesterday reported 
a 9J5 per cent increase in interim pre-tax profits to £4.6m, but 
warned that sterling would knock second-hajfresults. Brfein Thomp- 
son, chairman, said foe company’s hedging policy would limi t foe 
effects of foe strong pound. Domnick said its industrial division 




uiiH iuy 


j 7 ,: - foe group even plans to import 

1,000 chestnut trees from Brus- 
sels to plant on the site. 

Mr Iny also plans to. expand 
. the airport. “We are looking to 
increase its passenger and cargo 
' operations, Wfeare in talks with 
,, a major tour operator to use foe 

airport and hope to start in- 
’•'** temafkmal flights ‘as soon as 

• . '' -next year;’* be said 

- Wgjins will soon unveil its j 
ideas lo revamp the stn^jlipg 
V Pleasure island Complex m Uv- 

-J 7 erpooiit acquired when it 

bought rival Tbrrorrows; Leisure 
last March. Mr Iny aims to 

•7 ^transform Liverpool” bybufl d- 

. /■ iug a spectacular leisure complex. 

Mrinybas revived .Wiggms* 
fortunes since joining foe com- 


prices of £32_for a 120-mfle seo- 
! ond-dass train ticket, some way 
ahead of the next most expen- 
sive - Switzerland. The global 
average is just £10.50. 

■ The survey wfll further fuel 
dinner-party gossip in London 
about nouse prices; London 
has the highest rents for un- 
furnished two-bedroom fiats, 
along with Moscow and Jakarta. 
Fbr three-bedroom flats Lon- 
don is on a par with cities in 
Asia, New York and Moscow. 

On the other hand, poor old 
Londoners earn less than foeif 
counterparts in 20 other cities 
around the globe, including 


a review of its process division after faltering progress 
“stronger sterling, changing market conditions andmte: 
structuring”. 


jess due to 
internal re- 


Paris and Frankfurt. London 
wages are foe same as those in 
Syraiey and only just ahead of 
Dublin - this, despite the fact 
that Londoners put in some of 
the longest boms in western Eu- 
rope. They make up fbr it a bit 
with their holidays, an average 
of 20.8 days, which is in the mid- 
dle of global comparisons. 

Globally the top earners are 
to be found in Zurich (home of 
UBS), Geneva, Copenhagen, 
Tbkyo and New York. The low- 
est gross wages were paid in 


places like Shanghai, Moscow, 
Budapest, Mexico City and 
Caracas. 

If you decide to leave foe 
restaurants behind and buy 
your own food, a basket of 
grub as defined by UBS would 
cost £226 in London, just below 
foe European average of £244, 
cheaper man Zurich at £342 but 
ahead of Lisbon at £168. (At 
this is obviously a Swiss 
hank’s idea of a “food basket") 
As for getting around, Lon- 
doners have foe fifth-most ex- 


pensive tube and bus fares - 13 
times- dearer than Sh anghai - 
but Londoners get a slight bet- 
ter deal when it comes to Laris 
with blade cabs only foe 10 th- 
most expensive in foe world. 

UBS likes to jazz up its fig- 
ures tty working out how long 
it takes to earn enough money 
to buy a Big Mac anywhere in 
foe world, to give an idea of 
comparative purchasing power. 
East-food fanatics in foe US 
come off . the best, taking just 12 
minutes to earn enough for a - 


burger, while their colleagues in 
London have to slog away for 
20 minutes. Thai compares with 
three hours for a worker in 
Nairobi 

It looks as if Brits travelling 
to foe Continent to buy foeir 
cars more cheaply are right to 
do so. Car prices are lowest in 
central and eastern Europe 
and in North America. Prices in 
the UK are foe sixth-most dear. 
Russian motorists get foe best | 
deal bn road tax at £930, while 
Singaporeans pay £617. I 


Chance expected 
to stay on at Sky 


The group has already built a 

500-fiotne village on foe site of 
a fonBer mentaf hospital in Lha- 
ootaw.whicfa includes pubs and 
amemties. Now it is developing 

another former mental borne in 
RurfieldL - 

complex it Kingsbury, which | 
would jnrtwte » multiscreeocin- 


BT tipped to take £310m Spanish stake 


^ee&.forcbdto provide £3m in 
^accounts for costsmonred cm 


ffie depute with Brent Council- 
Even so it announced a 384 per 


Chris Godsmaric 

British Tfelecom was yesterday 
tipped, to expand its overseas 
ambition* "further, with the 
prospect of a $500m (£3I0m) 
deal wi thin months to increase 
its interest m its Spanish 
partner, Telefonica. 

Analysts, said BX to be re- 
named Concert when the 
merger with MCI is completed 
on l January, would soon be 


Brent Council was unavail 
aMejbr comment last night 


ti pwai qiharijaiy .-The company. 


called Usa. owns stakes in 
several Latin American phone 
companies in a market forecast 
to alm ost double in size to 
Sffibnby 2000 . 

BT shares fell a further 9p 
yesterday to 4045p, as investors 
continued to digest the detail of 
its revised £llbn takeover bid 
for MCT, which knocked more 
than £3bn off foe purchase 
price. BTs big UK shareholder 
were unhappy at the lack of any 
“escape” clause allowing the 
campanyto back out of the new 
agreement, along with the 
$750m which BT will have to 


pay MCT if investors reject foe ABN Amro Hoare Govett, 
deal valued Tisa at $5.2bn. “If foe 

BT and MCI announced deal goes ahead it would be 
their alliance with Tfelefonlca in good for BT with a more direct 
April, scoring a coup by prising input into Latin America." 
the Sparnsh group out of foe Speculation has mounted in 
rival Unisource all ia n c e con- Spam abom a possible deal, after 
trolled by AT&T of the US. The foe government agreed to sell its 
deal included BT takinga 2 per remaining 23-8 per cent stake in. 
cent stake in Telefouica,.which Usa to Telefonica, giving foe 
bought 1 per cent of BT Madrid group full control. The 

Tisa is the biggest phone op- shares are expected to be haad- 
e rat or in Latin America, with ed over within weeks, allowing 


co mm unications companies in 
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Peru 
and Puerto Rico. James 
Downey, from stockbrokers 


Tfelefonica to offer stakes in 
Tisa to outsiders, a move would 
help reduce Tklefonica's $13bn 
of debts. 


Approaches to buy stakes'in 
Tisa are thought to have come 
from neighbouring Portugal 
Telecom and Citicorp, foe US 
banking giant. 

Next month Telefonica will 
confirm that John Reed, head 
of Citicorp, has joined TTsa’s 
board as non-executive vice- 
president, fuelling rumours of 
closer co-operation. 

If Telefonica does agree to 
sell stakes in Tisa to outside bid- 
ders, it would trigger the 10 per 
cent option currently held tty 
MCT, which will transfer to 
Concert after the meiger. 


Cathy Newman 

David Chance, second in com- 
mand at BSkyB, is likely to ex- 
tend his consultancy contract 
with the satellite broadcaster be- 
yond next summer, according to 
senior sources at foe company. 

The deputy m anag ing direc- 
tor announced he was to step 
down at foe same time as Sam 
Chisholm, chief executive and 
ma nag i n g director, who re- 
signed due to fll-health, 

Mr Chance said he would 
work as a consultant until next 
summer, but following a con- 
certed campaign by Sky to 
make him change his mind and 
stay on, he is considering re- 
maining for longer. 

The impending departure of 
foe top duo, combined with 
Sty’s enforced withdrawal from 
British digital broadcasting, 
knocked more than £ 2 bn off 
Sky's market value as foe shares 
declined from a peak of over 
600p to just above 400p. 

As a result. Sky had come 
under pressure to win Mr 
Chance back. In particular. 


some institutional shareholders 
had accused Rupert Murdoch, 
who has a 40 per rant stake in 
Sky through News Corpora- 
tion, of nepotism by promoting 
his daughter Elisabeth to gen- 
eral manager, broadcasting. 

thattfW Chance deaciedto ex- 
tend bis contract with Sky, he 
would help to assuage investors' 
concerns about the strength of 
foe management team. 

One analyst said: “It’s a 
demonstration of faith in foe 
future of the company. There 
was always a fear that the two 
bi gg est people were getting out 
before foe launch of digital.” 

Mark Booth, head of JSkyB, 
Mr Murdoch's Japanese satel- 
lite operation, has been ap- 
pointed to lead foe company 

through the difficult birth of dig - 

ital satellite television, which wfll 
see foe launch of 200 channels 
next springs 

Another analyst said: “It 
would be encouraging to have 
as strong a management team 
as possible is a formative peri- 
od for Sky.” 
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A fter a shy start, shares in Billi- 
ton, the base metals company 
recently demerged from South 
Africa's Gencor, are gaining confi- 
dence. Floated at 220p at the end of 
July, Billiton's share price closed yes- 
terday at 248p, pushed 6p higher by 
competent pro forma full-year figures 
and positive noises from analysts. 
There are good reasons to keep faith. 

In themselves, yesterdays sketchy, 
unaudited numbers included in 
Gencor's full year figures to June, were 
no more than reassuring. Unsurpris- 
ingly Billiton beat its own USS330m 
flotation forecasts, reporting pre-tax 
profits up 4 per cent to S355m. The 
43 per cent jump in aluminium prof- 
its, over 45 per cent of the total, to 
SI 93m reflected full inclusion of as- 
sociate Alusaf and die Call in feno-alknr 
profits was flagged. Billiton's audited 
figures, reported on 2 September, will 
be more meaningful. 

The argument too that Billiton[s 
share price will be driven by its immi- 
nent inclusion in the FTSE and the need 
for tracker funds to buy is weak. True, 
capitalised at over £5bn and with a pri- 
mary listing in London, BQliton is likely 
to join the FTSE dub, even though 70 
percent of its profits are made in South 
Africa. UK tracker funds are still short 
of Billiton's shares, given the strong 
South African shareholding. But ex- 
tractive industry stocks represent a 
small fraction of the total UK stock mar- 
ket -around 1.5 per cent -so fund man- 
agers need not rush to buy. 

More compelling is to look at base 
metals prices, particularly when com- 
paring share ratings for Billiton, an alu- 
minium player, with UK rival Rio 
Tinto, which makes around 40 per cent 
of hs profits from copper. Copper and 
aluminium prices have been heading in 
the opposite directions. The price of cop- 
per has been steadily falling. With the 
operating costs of producing copper con- 
siderably less than the copper spot price, 
players have expanded capacity. The 
pressure on prices is likely to put a brake 
on Rio's earnings growth. 

Aluminium is in better shape. A glut 
of the metal in the eariy 1 99fh hit prices, 
leading to a cartel of the big players, 
agreeing to cut capacity. 

Enduring caution about oversupplv. 
plus high operating costs relative to die 
metal’s spot price, should keep alu- 
minium prices firm. So wfl] crowing de- 
mand in US packaging and the 
automotive, aerospace and building in- 
dustries - all heavy users of aluminium. 

On UBS's numbers. Billiton is 
currently rated at just over 15 limes 
forward earnings compared to 16.5 
limes for Rio and 14 times for the ex- 
tractive sector. A discount to Rio is not 
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Kalon Group: At a glance 


Market rate: £606m, share price 17lp (+9p) 
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appetite to diversify. It has already out- 
lined bold expansion plans in the nick- 
el, coal and copper markets. Given that 
and prospects of faster earnings growth 
than Rio. Billiton's discount to Rio 
should narrow. Good value. 


inai 


tilliton is a less diversified compa- 
ny and needs to prove itself outside 
South Africa. But Billiton's manage- 
ment is aggressive and. with proceeds 
from the float, has the firepower and 


Kalon prepares 
to splash out 

■*" "7" akm. the Yorkshire-based paints 
1^ group, has been an erratic per- 
XVionner since its merger with Eu- 
ridep. the French paints subsidiary of 
Total, two years ago. 

Shares in the group have sunk from 
I60p to barely over lOOp towards the 
end of 1995. before recovering strong- 
ly this year. 

" The price perked up another 9p to 
171p yesterday on the back of a 24 per 
cent increase in first-half profits and 
news of greater cost cutting at the 
merged entity. 

At Lhe time of the deal Kalon said 
it anticipated £10m total cost savings. 
Yesterday it revised that to £23 -5m sav- 
ings by 2000. Most of the additional 
benefits will come from France as the 
UK restructure is already completed. 

Kalon’s performance has been cred- 
itable given the unfortunate timing of 
Euridep, a deal giving Total a 66 per 
cent holding. 


The French economy hit the skids 
almost as soon as the meigeT was con- 
summated. Managing director Mike 
Hennessy estimates the economic 
downturn in France has knocked 
£10m off profits with no sign of an up- 
turn. 

As France is the group's largest mar- 
ket, Kalon has had to work hard to 
achieve growth with most benefits com- 
ing from cost catting and in-fill ac- 
quisitions. 

The hike in interim profits to June 
to £24.4m was achieved in spite the 
strong pound. This knocked 10 per 
cent off sales, but shaved just £1.8m 
from profits. 

Though France remains grim, the 
UK is showing signs of life. UK sales 
were 5 per cent down due to the pre- 
viously announced loss of some pri- 
vate-label contracts. 

Sales of decorative paints to DIY 
sheds such as Sainsbuiys Homebase 
and Do It All rose by 4 percent. This 
is the first glimmer of hope in the mar- 
ket for several years. 

But the limiting factor for Kalon is 
that though house prices have risen 
strongly in the South-east, the relatively 
low level of housing transactions has 
kept the lid on sales. 

In France margins are ahead but" 
trade volumes have been badly hit by 
lower government spending _ . •• _ 

On the acquisition front, talk of a 
foray into the US was dismissed by the 


company yesterday. Kalon is more 
likely to concentrate on Europe, 
where it is already the second-largest 
paints group. Germany, which is the 
largest paint market in Europe, should 
be the next target. 

On full-year forecasts of £45 m, the 
shares trade on a forward rating of 22 
falling to 18 times. High enough. 

Time that Marley 
homedin 


W ith the housing maxket and 
the commercial . property 
sector taking off it is logical 
to assume that the' building material 
sector should also be booming. 

So why then has the materials sec- 
tor fallen by more than 5 per cent in 
the last year at a time when the stock 
market has raced away? 

The simple answer is that many of 
the building suppliers went overseas to 
. tty to escape problems at home when 
the bousing market fell into recession 
in the early 1990s. That was fine while 
continental European markets were 
flourishing. Bat the strong pound and 
an alarming taQ-off in important mar- 
kets such as Germany has pat a real 
dent in profits. 

Marley, which sells everything from 
roof tiles to plastic drainage and 
plumbing systems, has been one of the 
worst casualties. Its shares, which 
slipped another -5A> to 109 Jp yester- 
day, have plunged from 140p Last Oc- 
tober. 

However, the fall looks overdone. 
Hue, sterling’s strength knocked £23m 
off profits in the six months to June and 

manyJEven so, un d^lyiiigpofi ts rose 
13 percent to £28 An, ignoring the one- 
off profit the company made from sell- 
ing its automotive business last year. 

Strong growth in housing starts in 
Britain, forecast to rise by around 10 
per cent this year, is helping Marley’s 
blocks and roof tiles business and it 
should be able to make price rises of 
10 per cent stick this year. 

The rate of growth will no doubt 
slow, but the market looks set fair for 
the next few years. 

Syroco, the US plastic furniture 
manufacturer bought in 1995, has 
been a serious disappointment due to 
an indifferent US retail market 
The episode gives little confidence 
that Marley, which is on the hunt for 
more acq uisiti ons, can spend its money 
wisefy- 

Tbat said, the recent purchase of 
Flexco, a US flooring group, looks 

f iromising, and the worries are more 
ban reflected in Marley’s low rating. 
Analysts are foretasting full-year prof- 
its of £50m. putting the’shares on a 
prospective price/eaniings ratio of 11. 
Good value. 


Carl Lewis speeds 
off-track to back 
AIM flotation 


Andrew YSries 


Carl Lewis, one of the world’s 
greatest athletes and winner of 
nin e Olympic gold medals, 
yesterday took a break front the 
track to launch the flotation of 
Trial tii, a company which has 
developed a revolutionary 
mountain bike used by the 
sports star. 

Mr Lewis likes the new bike 
so much he indicated he was 
looking to buy shares in the 
company when it floats on the 
AIM market next month. He 
will receive a royalty on eveiy 
bike, which retails for USS500 
(£310), in return for starring in 
a world-wide advertising cam- 
paign. 

Robin Kesner, Trialtir's 
largest shareholder and_ its 
American chief executive, 
stands to make a paper profit 
of up to £4m on flotation. She 
wilJ own 50 per cent of the com- 
pany which is likely to be val- 
ued at around £8m. The 
directors win also be eligible for 
a share-option scheme but 
TtiaJtir has no plans to make Mr 
Lewis a director and be wfll not 
receive any options. 

The mountain bike has a 
unique dual-action system which 
means that cyclists can pump 
their arms up and down as well 
as pedalling to set the wheels in 
motion. The cyclist can activate 
the new action, which drives 
both wheels, by flicking a switch 
on the handlebars, making It 
easier to go up hiOs or pedal over 
rough terrain. 

Mr Lewis said at a press 
conference in London: ‘This is 
something that could change the 
way we think about health and 
fitness. I have had the bike for 
over a year and use it eveiy day. 

I use it to take my dog out for 
a run and the bike goes every- 
where; on hills, sand or just the 
street.” 

This is the first business ven- 
ture Mr Lewis has become in- 
votved with since announcing his 
retirement from athletics. On 
Tuesday be crowned his glitter- 
ing international career by an- 
choring a US 4x1 00m relay team 
to victory In Berlin, his last Eu- 
ropean track appearance. " 

Mr Lewis demed he would be 



Carl Lewis sporting the revolutionary Triafflr bike in his first 
post-retirement business venture Photograph: Adrian Dennis 


tempted to return to the track 
against some of the world's 
current sprinting greats for one 
last big pay day. “Financially 
thing s tire fine. The only reason 
I run is for passion and from my 
standpoint the passion is no 
longer there,” he said. 

He plans to continue his lu- 
crative association with the 
sportswear giant Nike and is 
planning to get involved with 
other entertainment and busi- 
ness opportunities. “I am look- 
ing forward to my retirement 
[next month]. It is like gradu- 
ating from high school and it is 
easier as I have had such a great 
career," he said. 


Triallir raised £160,000 via a 
private placing earlier this year 
to develop the bike and plans 
to raise another £lm on flota- 
tion. If the London flotation is 
successful it is considering a sec- 
ondary listing on the. US 
Nasdaq market. 

The group aims to market the 
product in the US and Europe 
on QVC. the home shopping 
channel and on “infomercials" 
starring Mr Lewis. 

It aims to sell 200,000 bikes 
a year within two years. The 
company has published illus- 
trative profit forecasts of 
£l.S75m on sales of £6-5m for 
the year to September 1998. 


‘New MJN Best Buy 
MMX Systems’ 

MJN's 200M system based on Intel Pentium 2Q0Mhz 
processor with MMX Technology, large 4.3Gb hard drive, 32Mb 
RAM, superb 15" screen and 33.6 voice modem is now 
available at a a truly sensational price of just £999 +VAT 

Tie new 200M-2 systems featuring taste 1 IBM MX processor 
with MMX Techndoar provides the highest specification with a 
massive 64Mb RAM, 56K voice modem, 24 max speed CD 
and latest SIS advanced graphics using 4Mb and 3D Wauetable 
stereo sound - all from an amazing £1099 +VAT 



MJN200M 

° Intel Pentium 1 200Mhz processor wrtti 
MMX" 1 technology 
» 32Mb EDO RAM 
“ 43Gb had tfek 
o 16 Speed MAX CD-ROM drive 
■ 33.6 V34+ race modem 
« 15' SVGA 0-28Up screen 
° 256K pipdne bust cache 
“ 64-bit graphics usng 2Mb system RAM 
0 l&ttt stereo souid 
° SoundForce 525 stereo mains powered 
speaker system 

° MJN 7 bay mtt tow system (no* shewn) 
« Windows 11 95 and Lotus Smart&ite 97 
a standard features feted bsow 


MJN 200M-2 MJN 200M-2 XL 


6x86MXPR200 processor vwtfi MMX ~ 

technatagr manufactured by EM 

64Mb EDO RAM 

43Gb hard dsk 

24 speed MAX CD-ROM tfwe 

56K flex modem 

15" SVGA 038dp screen 

512K ppeiine bust cache 

SB 64-tat adwnrad gaptics usfrig 4Mb 

system RAM 

30 stereo sound urtti Wavetabte softwe 
SoundForce 525 stereo mains pwered 


MJN advanced AIXmlcfi tow system 
Windows 95 and Lotus SmutSute 97 
Standend features feted below 


&S6MX PR200 processor with MMX’" 

ffichnokj©' manufactured by IBM 

64Mb EDO RAM 

43Gb hard dish 

24 speed MAX CD-ROM drive 

56K flex voice modem 

17* SVGA (X28dp screen 

512K pipdhe bust cache 

SIS 64-bfc adwnced graphics lofeB 4Mb 

system RAM 

3D stereo sound with Wave&We software 
Becufoe speaker system Mtfi large 

subwoofer 

MJN advanced ATX n*J tower system 
Windows 95 and Lotus SmartSufte 97 
Standad features feted below 
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.83 
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33“ 1.44Mb floppy drtae. P&2 mouse, 105 teyboaiti, software MPEG, Year 2000 oompfeant BIOS. PS/2 
mouse port, fast serial port, parafleJ pot flames port, Microsoft* Windows* 95 and Lotus SmartSufte 97. 



HUN Plus Models 

1 MJN PLUS modtes only £79 +VAT = £9233 
tnc. Wtr«ra ml ndude Joys**. Miourtona 
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MJN Interest Free Option 
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US company mounts 
Kalamazoo rescue 


Sameena Ahmad 


Kalamazoo, the troubled UK 
computer services company 
which named itself after a one- 
horse town in Michigan, has 
once again turned to the US, this 
time for a rescue refinancing. 

Reynolds & Reynolds, a US 
leader in car dealer software, is 
to buy a 26 j5 per cent stake in 
Kalamazoo for£215n, with an 
initial cadi injection of £1 7.68m. 
The cash deal at 130p a share 
is a staggering 72 per cent pre- 
mium to the pre-bid price. 

Shares in Kalamazoo, which 
took the opportunity to warn of 
a substantial first-half loss due 
mainly to investment in its car 
dealer software Elite, dosed 
9 2>p ahead at 85p. 

The deal ends months of 
takeover speculation. Shares 
in the company, which tumbled 
earlier this year after a profits 


warning and revelations of ac- 
counting problems, have been 
supported by bid rumours, in- 
cluding a shunned approach 
from UK rival Lynx. 

Bob Jordan, chairman, called 
the link-up with Ohio-based 
Reynolds, an “elegant solution 
to a difficult problem”. Analysts 
said the deal looked remarkably 
free of strings, wiping out Kala- 
mazoo’s sky-high debt. Though 
Reynolds, which is capitalised 
at $1.6bn (£lbn), will appoint 
non-executive directors to Kala- 
mazoo's board and share prod- 
ucts, there are few other binding 
conditions and Reynolds has 
agreed not to buy more shares 
in Kalamazoo for two years. 

“This is a true strategic 
alliance,” said Mr Jordan. 
“They are putting £20m inLo our 
company at a hell of a premi- 
um, they will exchange products 
and put non-executives in, but 


they have no special privileges." 

The deal will give Kalamazoo 
the cash it desperately needs to 
develop its car dealer software 
system. “We were near the lim- 
it of our bank borrowing facil- 
ities. Our gearing was 
uncomfortably high. We are 
having a torrid first half,” said 
Mr Jordan. 

He was equivocal on whether 
Reynolds was planning to 
launch a full bid after two years: 
“We'D cross that bridge when we 
come to it." 

Analysts said that Reynolds, 
which has a good spread of 
products in the US. was a sound 
partner and was probably in- 
terested in Kalamazoo for the 
platform it would provide into 
the European car dealer soft- 
ware market, where it has no 
foothold. Kalamazoo has a 45 
per cent market share in the 
UK. 


Investment banking helps 
Credit Suisse profits rise 70% 


Tom Stevenson 

Financial Editor 


A good performance from in- 
vestment banking helped 
Switzerland's largest bank, 
Credit Suisse, to a 70 per cent 
increase in first-half profits. 
Credit Suisse First Boston con- 
tributed almost two- thirds of the 
group’s interim profit of 1.4bn 
Swiss francs (£5 80m), despite a 
sharp rise in staff costs. 

Credit Suisse highlighted 
CSFR’s “outstanding” perfor- 
mance, which it said had bene- 
fited from strong economic and 
market conditions in most coun- 
tries, including the emerging 
markets. The bank said revenues 


ItaimverE 


and profits were growing faster 
than most of its competitor." 

CSFB contributed net profits 
of SFr8S5m, 62 per cent of the 
total and a 51 per cent increase 
on the first half of 1996. The rise 
came despite a 40 per cent rise 
in expenses. John Leonard, an 
analyst at Salomon Brothers, 
warned: “Although cost in- 
creases were weO covered by rev- 
enue growth in the first half, an 
awful lot of revenue growth 
just went straight into cost.” 

CSFB produced a return on 
equity of 18.6 per cent, below 
the 25 per cent reported re- 
cently by SBC Wfarburg, the 
London-ba^cd investment bank 
owned fcy rival Swiss Bank Cor- 


Company Results 


B3.79m (S7^4tn) 
asm (7.7m) 


Pre-tax E 
l.71m 


EPS 


poration. Credit Suisse said its 
underlying return, stripping out 
CSFB’s money markets and 
lending operations, was a more 
respectable 26 per cent. 

. Elsewhere, CS Private Bank- 
ing made SFr676m, up 30 per 
cent, while CS Asset Manage- 
ment chipped in SFr98m. Cred- 
it Suisse's domestic operations 
struggled, in line with its com- 
petitors, losing SFrl50m. 

Credit Suisse is in the middle 
°* a £5.8bn takeover of Swiss in- 
surance group Winterthur, with 
shareholders due to vote on the 
deal on 5 September. 

The deal will produce one of 
the world's leading bancassur- 
ance groups. 
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Rushmere 
turns to 
business 
training 

Clifford German 


Rushmere Wynne, the loss- 
making former publisher, yes- 
terday agreed to buy the 
residential training division of 
Coutts Consulting for £6.5m in 
cash in a deal which completes 
its conversion into a provider of 
business training services. 

The division consists of two 
operating companies, Eynsham 
Hall near Witney in Oxford- 
shire. and Chewton Place, near 
Keynsham, not Car from BristoL 
The two centres are hired out 
to UK companies for staff train- 
ing activities and made an op- 
erating profit of £ 1.06m on a 
turnover of £3.7m in 1996. 

The deal is being financed by 
a £4m loan, a bank overdraft fa- 
cility of £500,000 and an open 
offer of 230 million shares at lp 
each. Shareholders will be of- 
fered three new shares for each 
two shares held. 

It is the third big reorgani- 
sation this year for the struggling 
group which was launched on 
AJ M two years ago when 27 per 
cent of the company was float- 
ed, raising £750,000. The cash 
was used to take over another 
small publisher. Rosters, and a 
jobbing printer, HS Printers. 

The shares were suspended 
at 2p last November when the 
company warned it would make 
a loss of £100.000 in the 10 
months to the end of Septem- 
ber 1995 instead of the profit it 
forecast when it floated It lat- 
er reported losses of £329,000 
for the period, and a further loss 
of £293,000 for the six months 
to the end of March this year. 

In March Rushmere Wynne 
bought Fairplace Training, ' 
which operates training facili- 
ties at Birchin Court in London, 
from Fairplace Consulting for 
cash and 50 million shares, and 
Fa irplace ■framing’s chief exec- 
utive, Colyn Gardner, became 
executive chairman of Rush- 
mere Wfynne. ' 

Last month the original loss- 
making pubU^xmg interests were 
sold to BT Bacsford for.£225,0Q0 
in cash and shares. The business 
will be renamed Birchin In- 
ternational. Tie group yesterday 
reported an unaudited loss of 
£370,000 for the nine months to 
the end of March, 
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idustrial decline is no horror 
story, just a sign of success 



T here is a spectre haunting 
Europe, or so you might .have 
been led to believe. It is the 
threat of a haemorrhage of indus- 
triai jobs from the rich countries to 
the cheap-labour Third World. 

An unholy political alliance erf left- 
wing bleeding hearts and right-wing 
nationalists is taking arms against the 
process of “globalisation", espe- 
cially direct investment by multina- 
tionals in the newly industrialising 
countries, which they blame for the 
loss of jobs in manufacturing at 
home. The demands vaiy from out- 
right protectionism 10 the imposition 
of minimum labour standards on de- 
veloping countries, but they rest on 
the same interpretation of the “eco- 
nomic horror” f to quote the title of 
a recent French bestseller) of the 
global economy. 

Some voices of reason bare long 
been pointing out the excesses ana 
errors of this global nightmare 
school of economic analysis. (One 
of Paul Krugman's excellent de- 
molition jots. The Age of Dimin- 
ished Expectations , has just been 
issued in paperback by MTT Press.) 
However, a recent paper published 
by the International Monetary 
Fund goes even further, suggesting 
that de-industrialisation in the rich 
economies is not only caused by 
trade with poorer countries, it is also 
a sign of a vigorous and dynamic 
economy. The more the share of 
manufacturing has shrunk, the 
more successful the economy. 

The authors, Robert Rowthom. 
a professor of economics at Cam- 
bridge University, and the IMF 
economist Ranzana Ramaswamy, 
write: “De-industrialisation is not 
necessarily a symptom of the failure 
of a country's manufacturing sec- 
tor, or for that mauer of the econ- 
omy as a whole. On the contrary, 
de-industrialisation is simply the 
natural outcome of the process of 
successful economic development-” 
Their argument is that econom- 
ic development involves a process 
of shifting employment and output 
from one sector to another, from 
agriculture to manufacturing and 
then to services. The process is 
driven by productivity growth. Em- 
ployment, in particular, shifts from 
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in manufacturing 
at home 


high productivity to low productivity 
activities. De-industrialisation 
therefore reflects the success of 
manufacturing in boosting levels of 
productivity and efficiency. 

The paper gives figures showing 
that the manufacturing shar e in 
total employment and value added 


has been declining in the OECD 

countries since about 1970- earlier 

m. the US. For the “industrial” 
countries as a whole (or should that 
be “post-industrial”), the propor- 
tion of employees working in man- 
ufacturing has fallen from 28 per 
centm 1970 to 18 per cent by 1994. 
By contrast, service sector em- 
ployment has climbed from 42 per 
cent to 65 per cent. Although die 
shift from spending on manufac- 
tures to spending on services has 
been smaller, the greater produc- 
r gains in manufacturing have 
led down the share of em- 
ployment in manufacturing. 

There are differences between 
countries that seem to be. ex- 
trade patterns, but not 
ilopinn coi 


trade with developing countries. 
Specifically, Japan has gained a 
bigger chunk of the export market 
for manu f actures, while the I IS has 
lost a big chunk. This ex plains the 
faster- than-ave rage pace of de- 
industrialisation in America and its 
slower pace in Japan. 

A second difference is that the 
level of employment in US indus- 
try has not declined in absolute 
terms, whereas it has in Europe. In 
the latter case slow growth has 
linked de-industrialisation with un- 
employment and stagnant eamingp. 
But the authors conclude: “Even if 
these countries had grown faster 
than they actually did during this 
period, de-industrialisation would 
still have occurred, though with 
more favourable effects on living 
standards and employment” 

Breaking down the possible 
causes of de-industrialisation, they 
find that for the group of OECD 
countries as a whole, the 9.6 per 
cent drop in the share of manu- 
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facturing employment can be at- 
tributed to: higher productivity 
growth in industry (minus 63 per 
cent); trade (03 per cent - small 
but positive); weak investment 
(min os 1.8 per cent); and miscel- 
laneous (ramus L7 per cent). 

The trade effect for the whole 
group combines a big negative for 
the US and a big positive for Japan. 
Low investment played a small 
part in manufacturing job losses 
everywhere apart from the US. 

Their conclusions are that the 
decline of industry is a concern to 
the extent that it causes disruption 
during the adjustment, but no 
further. Future prosperity in the 
rich nations will depend on the 
growth of productivity in the 
dominant service sector. 

Separate IMF papers in the 
same batch provide more ammu- 
nition against the ghoulish ten- 
dency. One confirms earlier 
research that it is hard to find any 
evidence that imports from devel- 
oping countries have had a big im- 
pact on either wage levels or 
income inequality in the rich coun- 
tries. Increased trade accounts for 
10-20 per cent of the changes in 
earnings during the past two 
decades, although die nsjxnt warns 
that future growth in trade could 
make workers increasingly vulner- 
able and insecure. 

Another finds that low foreign 
labour standards, like low wages, are 
the mirror of low levels of produc- 
tivity on the part of 711110 World 
workers. They are not a form of un- 
feir competition. “There is little ba- 
sis for fearing a competitive ‘race 
to the bottom’,” it says, warnin g that 
the introduction nf m m i rm nn lab our 
standards in trade agreements 
would harm the very people - the 
exploited poor of the developing 
world - they are claimed to help. 

“DdndussriaBsatim: causes and im- 
plications", by Robert Rowthom and 
RamanaRamaswamy, '"The Effect of 
Globalization on Wages in the Ad- 
vanced Economies ", bv Matthew 
Slaughter and Phillip S waeel; “ In - 
temational Labour Standams and bi- 
temationalThde", by Stephen Golub. 
AUTMF working papers, April 1997. 
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Fancy taking a punt on Pugwash? 
Britt ABcroft, the AIM-listed 
company headed by Angus 
Wright, owns die world-wide 
rights to f’a prain Pugwash and 
has begun shooting 26 new 
ies of the cartoon pirate 


The programmes should be 
shown m a year’s time, and while 
Britt Allcroft’s share price has 
been a party-pooper over the past 
year they might perk up when the 
market hears about plans to 
screen Pugwash in the US. 

An industry source said: “This 
could be bigger than Thomas the 
Bulk Engine. It knocks the spots 
off Sooty and Noddy in the popu- 
larity stakes.” 

Britt Aflcroft also holds the 
licence to develop products based 
on another cartoon hero, Thomas 
the Tank Engine, including toys 
and T-shirts. 

Watch out in your local shops 
for Pugwash T-shirts. Other pirat- 
ical clothes are mooted. Such 
products will never compare how- 
ever with “Thomas the Thule En- 
gine Fromage Frais” as wefl as 
Thomas rice seasoning, popular 
in Japan, apparently. 

There has never been a better 
time to be a slimming train- 
spotter, it appears. 

Thomas alone generated sales 
of £11 3m and profits of £2m for 
the year to June 1996, with this 
year’s results due out on Monday. 
City sources expect the numbers 
comfortably to beat analysts’ fore- 
casts thanks to pre-Christmas 
sales of Thomas. 

James Sherwood, the larger than 
life millionaire industrialist who 
owns the Great North Eastern 
Railway, has given an interview to 
this month’s issue of The Railway 
Magazine which makes sobering 
reading for anyone pl anning a 
train journey. 

At one point the American- 
born tycoon was asked about the 
teleph one inquiry bureaux 
(TEBs) the Government ordered 
the new rail owners to set up 
after privatisation, to enable pas- 
sengers nation-wide to find out 
train times, despite the fragmen- 
tation of the industry. 

The TEBs were criticised in a 
recent report for failing to answer 


he sets sail for US 
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Pugwash: He could be bigger 
than Thomas the Tank Engine 

up to half of customers' enquiries. 
Mr Sherwood was unimpressed 
by the fuss. 

“As far as Fm concerned, every 
phone call which comes into a 
TEB is an opportunity to sell, so 
we are going to have a blitz on our 
network and are going to say to 
eve ryone who rails in: ‘Don't call 
the TEB in future, call telesales.' " 

Great North Eastern’s telesales 
dep artme nts are separate from 
the TF.rts and, unlik e the latter, 
can actually flog tickets. 

The rail mogul continues: 

“After a while, we will be able to 
go to the regulator and say, 

‘Look, the number of calls we are 
ge tting to our TEBs is miniscule, 
so why not do away with them?' It 
will happen eventually, anyway, 
for a s the number of rails to the 
TEBs drops we will reduce the 
staffing levels.” 

Mr Sherwood concludes with a 
flourish: “I know the regulator 
and the franchise director might 
not like it, but I couldn't care less 
what they think! Train operators 
have to be motivated and this is 
one way of doing iL" 

Rank Holidays is planning a big 
announcement for its Bultin's 


holiday camp business next . 
Monday, which is why perhaps it 
has recruited Ken Johnston as 
Bu din’s sales and marketin g^ 
director. Mr. Johnston joins from 
Pepsi Cola Company, where he 

was director of brand marketing - 

for Pepsi's investment into central 

El prior to that he was the country 
manager for PfcpsTs launch in 
Israel, so he has plenty of interna- 
tional experience. Perhaps 
p .iriin' sTs going to take on Euro 
Disney in France? ... 

Back to reality. Mr Johnston, 
37, got a BSc in civil engineering 
from die University of Lancaster 

after attending Exeter School, 
and he also has an MBA. 

One of his first jobs was at 
WeUa, the health care company, 
in 1986. 

In 1988 he joined Pepsi Cola 
and spent the next eight years 
working abroad for the fizay 
drinks company, including stints 
in Cyprus and Vienna. 

Part of the reason for his 
joining Butlin’s, I hear, is that 
he wanted to come home. 

Hi de-HL 

Hearing that Michael Hardern, 
the zany freelance butler and . 
building society carpetbagger-in- 
chief, had been expelled by the 
Coventry Building Society before 
he could “make any trouble 
there”, I phoned him up to hear 
his reaction. 

1 got a recorded message, 
addressed, no doubt, to the many 
people interested in obtaining 
his “Carpetbagger’s Guide" on 
how to pressurise building 
societies into converting to bank 
status. 

Mr Hordern’s message says: 
“This is rbe close season for 
building societies until Michael- 
mas - 29 September. If, however, 
you can't resist helping, please 
consult carpetbagger.com fon the 
Internet] or send us a self- 
addressed envelope. 

“We will send you information 
when hostilities rc -commence in 
October." 

John WiDcock 
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Foreign Exchange Rates 


Starling 

Coutry Spot Inonfli 3 immlha 


US 

Canada 

Germany 

France 

Italy 

S 

sctginn 

Denmark 

Netherlands 

'raiand 

Norway 

Spain 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

AcstraSa* 

Hcng Kcng 

Sagi A rabia 
Singapore 


t6113 23-21 
22428 71-86 
29170 97-90 
98242340-320 
23500 02-14 
19150 104-100 
14346 35-31 
60245 21-0 
1109340-290 
32862 106-98 
109® 8-2 

12083360-290 
34672 37-36 
12.703 310-240 
24122 H4-OS 
21739 39-34 
12473 0-2 

45639 34-51 
25041 28-36 
60432 37-33 
24282 49-44 


6340 

209-201 

289-278 

£0-830 

16-0.7 

307-302 

108-101 

59-51 

100-900 

319-304 

22-0 

990880 

10-97 

920-800 

342-328 

125-10 

03-46 

02-143 

63-77 

129-10 

153-141 


Dollar 

Spct 

1000 

13920 

1804 

BC373 

17623 

mss 

10854 

37390 

68943 

20336 

14761 

7493S 

1530 

78839 

K971 

13492 

73543 

28325 

15541 

3J5G6 

15070 


t month 3 mootha 


32-31 

39- 38 

113-113 

174-179 

52-51 

14-15 

75-7.4 

TO- 115 

43 SZ 
3-7 
147-142 
5-4 

93-88 

54-53 

7-5 

5® 

40- 50 
7-9 
6 ® 

19-16 


8968 

T17-T® 

359-348 

465490 

152-61 

4647 

229-224 

365-355 

12B-127 

0-6 

439-39 

23-21 

289-279 

01-159 

25-23 

0-6 

125-145 

31-33 

6-19 

58-53 


D-Mark 

Spot 

05524 

07689 

10000 

33679 

977022 

656512 

05089 

smggq 

38085 

U266 

03B2 

41421 

845808 

43548 

nnum 

07452 

42777 

15646 

08584 

207T7 

08324 


Other Spot Rates 

Country 

Argentina 
Austria 
BrazS 
Chra 


Stertng 

Dollar 

Country 

Staring 

Dollar 

16112 

09998 

Nigeria 

02304 

B2UOOO 

205285 

■E.WJ7 

Oman 

06204 

03850 

17594 

10918 

Pakistan 

6S2327 

404795 

133580 

54766 

82892 

33995 

Phfapines 

Portugal 

483128 

295664 

299800 

183500 

a7812 

54367 

Qatar 

58857 

36410 

355336 

220500 

Rase 

939343 


45956 

284900 

South Africa 

75684 


585832 

363650 

Taiwan 

483790 

28.7800 

04812 

03048 

UAE 

59S4 

36732 


Ghana 
Greece 
Mia 
Kuwait 

Forward cates quoted high to tow are at a discount subtract from spat rata 
Rate quoted low to high are at a premium: add to spot rata 

'Dollar rases quoted as redprocaia. 

Fbr the latest foreign ex ch ang e rates cal 0891 123 3003. 

Calls cost 50p par minute. 


Interest Rates 






UK 


Germany 


US 


Japan 


Base 

700% 

Discount 

250% 

Prime 

850% 

Discount 

050% 

France 


LontJard' 

450% 

Discount 

500% 

Betaken 


hterantton 

3m 

Canaria 


Fad Fields 

550% 

Discount 

250% 

My 


Prime 

475% 

Spain 


Central 

300% 

DdcouV 

625% 

Discount 

296% 

V-Dey Repo 525% 

SwBzeriand 


Nethertamts 

Dennnrit 


Sweden . 

Discount 

100% 

Advances 

300% 

Discounl 

325% 

Repo (Are) 

40% 

Lombatd 

na% 


Bond Yields 





HS8CUWHH*nHC*di 

Contey Syr ytodK 

IDyr 

jUU% 

Country 

Syr yMd% 

10fT 

ytoU% 

UK 790% 

7.04 

725% 

709 

Netfwtands829% 

498 

5.75% 

5.68 

us am 

622 

625% 

838 

Spate 

790% 

582 

728% 

624 

Japan 550% 

124 

2.90% 

Z18 

W&rnn 

029% 

623 

&7S% 

&72 

Aujoafa 1000% 

622 

8.75% 

667 

6.0% 

483 

629% 

580 

Germany 8-00% 

4.99 

6.00% 

6.71 

Sweden 

13.0% 

5.8/ 

680% 

658 

France 4.75% 

478 

550% 

5.81 

ECU OAT 

8JXM 

520 

5.50% 

597 

VMkw ctootort an toed tafek 


Iiim laitoai 



Money Market Rates 







OWeM 

7 toy 
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7‘i 71. 
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8N 

am 

Be 
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8«a 

Sto 

7m 

7* 


7n» 
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547 
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Tourist Rates 


£ Buys 
Aus&aSapofcjrc) 

AustriatSchOngs) 

Balgsnr(Francs) 

Canada(DoBara) 

CypmsfPtxxKte) 

Dcnmarkftttmer) 

Holaix^GuMera) 

RntandfMartcs) 


22660 

109500 

585800 

2.1600 

nnaaw 

108700 

3.1825 

&G580 


£ Buys 

FranctKFranc a) . 85415 
Germany (MataJ 28350 
Greece (Drachms) 447.7500 
Hang KongfCtafara) 115600 
IretendfPunts) 1.0650 
BatyQJni) 2788.0000 

JapanfVen) 1825000 

Matta(Lh1) 08170 


£ Buys 

ItBwZbstandfDansnQ 24075 

NorwaypCraneO H-8525 

PottugaJ{&cudos) 2865000 
Spain (Pesetas) 2382500 
BrndonflOonoO 124575 
Srtnrtxid(Fnrcs) 23300 
TlrteyfUraJ 2549705000 
United StatB3(Daltan) 15550 


Uffe Financial Futures 

Contract SetHement High/Low 

price ter day 


EetConts 


Open 

Interest 


Long 

GafeanGvcBd 
■elan Bond 
Japan Out Bd 
3 Hm Storing 

SMhEuramek 

3lttiEun*a 

3 Itti Euroyen 
3 Mtti Euosartss 

3 Mh ECU 

FTSEI00 

FTSE 250 


Sap 97 
Sap 97 
Sap 97 
Sap 97 
Sap 97 
Dec 97 
OdOT 
Dec 97) 
Sap 97 
Dec 97 
Dec 97 
Sep 97 
pec 97 
Sep 97 
Dec 97 
Sep 97 
Sep 97 


114-09 

10198 

13529 

12726 

asm 

9655 

9640 

9321 

9350 

99.40 

98.47 

9617 

855B 

9546 

49195 

47125 


114-10 11458 

1 Q227" 101 58 

13593 135.15 

127.33 1Z72S 

92.71 92.69 

0256 9251 

9643 96.40 

83.27 9321 

9359 9350 

9648 9942 

96.18 99.13 

966D 9 55 « 

9546 9546 

4953 0 48785 


161382 

47931 

4302 

9938 

11090 

0 

33213 

7883 

15367 

0 

7941 

4199 

512 

453 

7426 

0 


1256*5 

251*53 

91135 

rva 

110176 

129662 

1903 

28873 

96705 

90192 

nM 

58632 

66360 

9527 

10120 

89835 

9103 


Liffe FTSE 100 Index Option 


SeUenmat price: 4805 


cioateg offer prica 


Cafl/Put 

SartH 

4850 

4900 

4950 

5000 

ToW/voto 

Sep 

145/74 

114/98 

86/120 

84/151 

— 

Oct 

203/117 

203/140 

144/163 

121/192 

-- 

Nov 

255/149 

255/170 

196/192 

170/218 

-- 

Dec 

297172 

287/193 

238/215 

211041 

110/161 


Energy 

Brant Crude (S/barraf) Qes ol (S/tonne) 
PE 5J0pm *chg Yrago re dose *chg 


MI Products! (JftMMj 

6pm SpctOFHWBmpe 


Oa 1842 +0.18 

No* 1987 +0.18 

Dec 1999 +016 


Sep 18350 +050 
QCI 185.75 +080 
Nov 18850 +075 


Vofc 26144 Index: 1830 Vofc 18435 
Ttoca mwn =*«ntor. fmtmcOcmm m tmior 


Oct 1950 Pram-Unleaded 219020 

Nov 1965 NapWhn 1B5/1BS 

Dec IB 75 ECGascS 182/163 

Jar 1980 RwlOi «W2 

(Oil 


Commodity Indices 


BSCMatSoM. 



Bh. Ms 

+Spal 

***9 tor 

91 Dae 

WatuYID 

Index 

1970=100 

19022 

-028 

21528 

-1121 

Agrtaultural 

1070=100 

23727 

-048 

23123 

+ZS2 


1983-100 

8828 . 

+023 

8528 

-1920 

1977=100 

18427 

+1.12 

168.79 

+923 

LjvORkxi 

1970*100 

188.11 

-023 

19123 

-121 

Precious Matato 1973- 100 
toon a of as Aug 07 

42223 

+029 

483-54 

-829 


187.80 

27157 

68.07 

19321 

18917 


•938 

-1937 

■932 

+1927 

•90S 

-15.17 


Latest Unit Trust Prices 
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“Information professionals rank 
Financial Times information as the most 
important UK business information provider” 


Annua! Business Intbnnaixai Survey 1996, 
HwalnnH Rmineft c I nfi nmatinn 


FinHuoal Times Tn fnrmatirm provides CHiliDe infcnnnatioii 
from over 5JW0 business sources comprising 43 million 
rW-itmpn Kj as vwgfl as a rtarahase of 35 miltion securities 
- and fundamental data on quoted companies. 

Fbr more inlbnnotioo caoiact Andrew Hunt on +44 171 825 8420, 
qr wnafF mfrvgexarn For free Sandies of omservkxs, visit cor webste: 
hBp^/wwwjnfoAraoV 
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FINANCIAL TIMES 
Information 
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TINS TAT - The comprehensive data feed service, delivering prices and] 
related information from Financial Times Information direct to your PC. 
financial times For further information, call +44 171-825-8430 or email: leeanne.giUiar@ft.com 
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Industrial Metals 


LontterrMefe/ Exchange 


Store Cash 

3rmtn 

Volume 

LME Stocks 


chg 

NurfrtomHG 

1680 0-852 

1657.0-58.0 

113816 

- 881700 

+ 

flaw 

Akflnfrdm Aloy 

14450-55.0 

1460.0-85.0 

1156 

54300 

• 

140 

£sr A 

21962-98 0 

21782-79.8 

42668 

273100 

+ 

525 

63220-320 

643.004.00 

5840 

117875 

- - 

22S 

Metal 

6495-6505 

65808596 

28274 

58890 

_ 

54 

Tin 

5395-5400 

54405445 

4856 

380775 

. 

755 

Zinc 

1692.035.0 

150628.0 

17734 

10775 


a 

SetHement Convenaon C/S $/Dm 

S/V 

Sncfc vo*™* 8 enrage h 


exchange Mbs' 


1.6078 1.8038 1 19.08 Draw nai Tin ZQ Aug 


Precious Metals 

pnbfe 3 


Coins 


Spink & Son 
S C 


PMntm 406.00 252.95 Bntama 

PaNdun 10850 11920 Bntannia.5az 

Sinrapat 4.65 258 Britannia. 25 oz 

Gold BUPn 32475 20125 Bnt»wa.10oz 


355 220 Kiugtande 32673402021211 

197 122 Sow 79185 47/53 

90 56 Noblas 400/416248/259 

39 24 MaptaLaaf 331/355205/220 


Agricultural 

Cocoa Coffee 

UFFE Htonrw UFFE Stone 


CMS 


Sep 1085 
Oac 1120 

Mar H37 
Vbt 5660 

WWW Sugar 
LBTE Stone 

Oct 32990 
Doc 324.90 
32950 
W 2092 


Sep 1529 
MOV 1580 
Jar 1558 
Vot 6529 

Fratjp 

UFFE Sttftkpt 

Aug 1315 
Sep 1460 
Vat 1559 
Index 1318 


Barter 

UFFE Iffimna 

Sep 8025 
Nov B3.Q0 
Jan 8550 
Vet; 79 

WTuat 

UFFE Stone 

Sep 8725 
Nov 8950 
Jan 91.50 
Vot 486 


LFFE Stone ATA QdlOCkg 

Nov 82.00 
Mar 33.00 
Apr 10900 
Vbl: 90 


VdI; 

Nov 

% 


24 40 
300 


Corn 

C80T 


H-Lq 


Cents/butfia 

Sets 


Sep 26825-262.79 264.75 
2“ 26875 

Mar 27B.75275.00 27750 


Other Softs 

Mato [No. 3 j**s/tonne unp 

Copra ft] Stone imo 

Colton (NV) USoanMb 72.70 

Wool Acert/kg unq 

fW*er UcenHcg 2 S 350 

■ w, a^n — 
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sSp 


Oct Soya OSS Fl/IOOhg 10900 

n? CoOTxHWmytorvS 575.0 

oa SmSower Oita stonra -5355 

Ort Rapasrad OiSFUlODkg 10950 
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Fallon ready to travel for title 


RACIH6 

GREG WOOD 


yesterday, is that hardly anyone 
tver bets at odds-on. Instead, 
pun ters weigh in at odds Hfce the 


Brighton with a combined val- 
ue of less than £7,500. “leeway 
1 look at it, whether it’s 



sport 

Brittle’s pledge 
to investigate 


it i if-— ‘uv™u*.us * iuui ii, wanner II S ration added “There « 

asked reeentiy why Ws to u tSnvLS h ^ ^ Brighton or Bath, they are all lot of the seasonkft, and 
to didnot bet on the jockeys' and then ri?CS2S' TS* 8, ^meraand they aU count, sell- what happened to Frankii 
championship, the PR man for S shrin w ? - ant l walch 35 er ?J Ild ^ vearwbeh an injury pul Mr 

ewe leading bookmaker rpnii^ shnnks to 7-4 m the course The depth of that commit- fhr a inn* hirii» WqH nnti 


- one leading bookmaker replied 
that doing so invariably cost 
them a packet. Hard though it 
is to sympathise with a boolde 
the wfld shifts in betting on the' 
1997 Hat tide in recent daS 
pfy that his reluctance was 
borne of commercial reality 
rather than cowardice. 3 
The problem for a book- 
maker in a topsy-turvy two- 
horse race like the one 
underway between Frankie 
Detton and Kieren Fallon, who 

are kn^n 1 25 winners after the 
latterrrjfc double at Brighton 


- The depth of that comrait- 

aSf? 000 ' ment may be tested as soon as 

With Dettori idle for five 

days next week, it is more than 

bkely that those who took a price RICHARD EDMONDSON 

yesterday wiD be able to bade the NAP: Newport Knight 
Italian and guarantee them- (U«gfieM4w30) 

selves a profit within little more NB: K®® 11 Waters 

than 10 days. (Lingfield 5 j00) 

Those who do not cover their — 

bet can be sure that Fallon will next Monday, when H amil ton 
spare no effort in the pursuit of stages the only Flat racing in 
Jus first title. “I can’t afford to Britain, but on the day when 
take time off like Frankie, Fm Dettori begins his suspension, it 
not as wealthy as him." Fallon is a far bet that Fallon will 
said yesterday after winning a make the trek to one of the more 
maiden and a handicap at remote tracks in die country. 


not as wealthy as him." Fallon 
said yesterday after winning a 
maiden and a handicap at 


“It is loo early to begin wor- 
rying about the championship,’’ 
Fallon added. “There is still a 
lot of the season left, and look 
what happened to Frankie last 
year when an injury pul him out 
for a long rime. Wail until the 
last pro weeks of the season, but 
it might be exciting." In truth, 
of course, it already is. 

Pat Eddery's chance of de- 
fending the due basal! but evap- 
orated, but he can at least look 
forward to the Ayr Gold Cup 
next month with some optimism 
after Plaisir D 'Amour, a winner 
for the Irishman at York last 
week, was installed as 14-1 
favourite for the event yester- 
day. 

Owned by Michael labor 
and trained by Neville 
Callaghan, Plaisir D’Amour is 


one of 142 entries, a record for 
the race, a field which is head- 
ed by Coastal Bluff, last year's 
winner, with a burden of lOst 
21b. 

Coastal Bluff who dead- 
heated with Ya Malak for the 
Nunthorpe Stakes at York last 
week, has an alternative en- 
gagement, however, in the 
Sprint Cup at Haydock on Sat- 
urday week. That k also the next 
destination for another of la- 
bor’s runners, the Stewards* 
Cup winner, Danetime, who was 
reported yesterday to have re- 
covered from the slight set- 
back which forced him to miss 
die Nunthorpe. “He seems per- 
fect now,” Callaghan said. 

There was disappointment 
yesterday for Mick Fitzgerald 
in his attempt to equal the 



BiMflty Union _ 

CHRIS HEWETT 

Cliff Brittle, arch bogeyman of 
Fmriand’s professional clubs 
during the ovfl.war that almost 
brought domestic rugby to ds 
knees last season, yesterday 
donned the mantle of honest 
broker man effort to avoid an 
outbreak of renewed hostilities. 

The much-maligned chair- 
man of the Rugby Footbajl 
Union’s management board 
promised to investigate allega- 
tions his representatives had 


HYPERION 

230 Erft^oni/ Em ** race 400 DASHING BLUE (nap) 

430 Bow Buster 

330 ^ SXH) Sixties Melody 

**5 J «*** AWT- inside. 

■ iTft W, f h "umbcrauMuanjr bwa trn to and induefinff 7 rn 0 yU*. 

S2^^ 8BeW *“ Uon (wrwJ tsfndotL, V.acrm) atfrolnN 

g^Aram^CWjMOTbersiJa. Tottef^SS.CARPiUtKiauhSS-. reroairatofiree. 
r^riTirr G h,*! 00 " ~ 00 wmn * -n ’ from 38* nmnem &vs a woe » 

b ° m 200 K <TS*l Iteu 4ii &um295 (14.0%). 

B]LEADINC.KX,iLlirS: J Weaver 78 wnM from WOrkfes gives a smwre o*. 

L Dettori 70 from S77 (27.4ftj; R Coeh rue 48 
S wins in J^TO races Cll.Tft). 

i FW*b»M1s Bo sm (vfecradl, Mol Cw.nl (£3 j); Jawsr 
-3Q); Rear Win dow (v teoredl. Aegean (5.00). 

WINNBSS EN THE LAST SVEN DATS: Ntw. 

[2 HO | LABfiTT ICE CLAMMG STAKES (CLASS F) £3300 added 
Lf!^j2YDef Penalty Value £2377 j ww «x»eo 

\ 5 ®m^a^tt(l«)(BWidWT}m^««^D£Jsni«h9^ JUdlS 

2 0100 T HUTH TH1EB TO WUC&nBffBHarwit90 P Dotes ( 7 ) 8 

3 ISO MYSUGOSUEfT) (Noodles taon@R Hamm 8 11___ DanetTNateB 

4 NUVHIftto (ftchrart WTtosJ S 8 U SDrorerell 

5 0 SAFARI SAU ( 8 ) HU»n terfOJ M TtfiUdE 8 11 DBtBU 

B 00 SHARP STS. ( 8 ) (C F SpancWlarfO G L Moore 8 9 £mteyMonta 2 

7 3462 JtSTAH MHbHBME( 22 )tVta 5 ltoB)jn) JBenyBB _JS Urate IB 7 

8 40 10Sp9)(Higiclem'PDotgiimdRBOnBlaOWJaw88 1 Detroit 4 

9 0000 GHDMFAM (IQ (RankMcEntaet MSN Mac&ukw86 to Kaon (7) 12 V 

10 5036 C0BSECAN (13) (Hen BUtert S Dew 8 5 M Roberts 6 

11 EB336 EMNDEIMES (8) {Crawl Stest) K hay 8 5 ____Mreta teer ( 3 ) 10 

12 04 CM F0WtAN E{33?(TUg<aopne)WfiM Timers 4 DSKenoy(313 

13 0 RESURRECnDH(l^ (R Vlen»jRHamcr64_ ft Stalk (7) 14 

14 00260 PBMMGft7)(heimVafleyTlwfo^trednBMeflhaiS2 SIMM IB 

15 55 SWEHGEL[13}{ERKdlEnack£f)C(tojer713 R Hrenc* ( 3 j 5 

■’lSdsdsnid ■ 

BBTMft24rrawww ntesuta. 4-ltoMAaaMwltoW) Oflltaira MliwhTdtor, 8-lPctfe aa-l 
Mpfe 00 », 12-1 Onto Tines, RhumBm, 1M Cedbai Im, Safi* Sn, Stf* Be*, 20-1 oUmb 
1996: Oowy 8 6 R« Edttey 94 tor (H hamwi) draw © 8 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

GENEROUS EMBRACE got betmtl after beng rmmperad at me s»r wt»i maWr^ her tte^ 
but oerind Fret Vttage a Bath 1 ? days ago but Kept or In good style to frnti fifth ol 17 - 
bcstEfi less than nsie lengths. David Etownth's Cadee ux GenomuifflVB bound to process 
as a result erf the experience, espedaiy over We bxdb furtong, and Jam fekl, »mo was on 
board at me Awn tracK. suds wtth her here. Jost Another Ttoa has run credrtaWy ei three 
of hs four lac*, most recently when freawt a length and a half Dy Daynabee ut a sarrtar 
event ower me minimum pip at N on* gam . He gats tf» extra futa^. Dayrafree. who was 
compteong a het-piclt that dty. drti l let the fomi down «mn «Bng me minor placmg a^inst 
Cool Secret In a Ripon nursery next Dree and the selection can prowie most danger «wtr 
smart dafew Carl Lowther tsiong off 5to. Ooreecan ran PM to OeynaDee In a Leicester 
seder so weeks ago and, on a hie through that winner, comes out Just in bait of Just An- 
other Time. This could prow mmteadlng. however, because Oayrabee has Improved since 
Lenesrer. And Coisacan came home last of six at Brighton next time. Ihitfi Taler, the only 
wner in the 15- strong field, matte an in a tour-runner Bngiton auction event m May but 
that bum amounts to Btte. Satodtaos GENEROUS EMBRACE 

fQ-offl MURPHYS HSH STOUT HANDICAP (CLASS 5 £4,025 added 
l^ ,ou l 7f(flW) Penalty Vahio £3338 

1 000480 HOI CANARD (13) (CO) (Retail J Goy! B Ibarra 4 ID 0 DHotartflB 

2 330260 NAPBt8IM(22HPUHBaEn)MsNk«0Buley4912 5MDeUV 

3 502000 LANCASHRE LE 6 BO (32) (CJJ)(flT^£rADMfeort)SCtt*4 9 12 .Q DufDaMA 

4 225221 SHARP BP (9) fd (B) 0*5 G M Taireermail R M Fkww 7 9 12 (7o4 — SSMtas7B 

5 560003 MVOCAH0«(33){CD)IRKIananJ6LMoCTel099 ACMU 

6 • 610-00 RB>AD«AL(9)(Q*EAibr^ltoaWCAftfiw799 MboH H narth 10 

7 014543 BKB£N(W)PD}CLaPyDaeiRHarQr39B OmbOTMIS 

8 06JP05 OtoKALB (USAJ (13J (CD) U«* flftw Bootorate) D Jtxes 7 9 4„3 (*»■■ 16 

9 654220 sots A»«KJWB« (1SJ (RMCyzeO CCy»391 LDHtodl 

10 -342M SDWTUMH(Mawftodng)MBel3a0 HMoof 

11 4004 BOGAN (27) |G Cosme*) lap Hrenglcn 3 8 13 MMertslAV 

12 60060- tEBAHBAM(41fl(lftwsUBamBamftnicartCAIsr5813_JhrthO^W«a 

13 -30006 IOCHLAS3 ( 12 ) (Mam D Jofreorj S W3a& 3 8 13 WRyaaS 

14 000133 RHKIB6)(C0)(awVIHreml&yHe*«w4812 R»t«*CTlfiB 

15 001060 MWEimHKWpi)(te)(MSCl)»Baod)MUsftff8812 KAta32 

16 003524 EDS F0UY (32) (Gdde Qwess) S Daw48 11 ft OTJonotofl (3 ) 2 

BETTTHG: 5-1 Step bvp, M WtotoNn RteL 7-1 Hg Ben, 8-1 EiT* Fa*y, towrcaPOB, 9-1 RwA, 
10-1 Napier Star, apa Aad Warelam. 9tarB*a, la- Hiwr ii Mm U— H. 34-1 Bqgm, Hri Ca- 
onl, Red MM, 3frl DnA, 20-1 otharo 
1996: Speed) Ctosslc 7 9 7 ACtoh 20-1 (M Heaton- Qua] Pmi (51 16 ran 


FORM GUnc 

IVeren FaConB bask on WHATEVER*S RIGHT for tt» first umeance the OffT-war-oW went 

m a IMndsor seven weew agj. ddeattog CteW 01 Dawn a neck m a beW ol 17. Thai was 

off a handicap mark ot S3 and Hharewri: Right goes off a 9to lower made in Pits aH-treath- 
et heat He Is no strange: to success on Offs surface, having scored three times on it. in- 
crurffng when ooereng he account m 1994. InvocBlkMi hos an even better PacK record than 
my seteepon wnh wms here starting n 1992. He could oo no bene: rhan flosn tendi 

to Whatever's Roe a Windsor and meets him on 21 Jb wone tarns, moudr he did g« home 

by a ton 0 h and a tslt from Signs And Wonders over course and distance Asa tbns. What- 

e««r's Rtgyn have more PmMe, m dtoposfcig of Sharp toqp, a dual course wnia, boot 
a six furlongs bur just as effeettre over severe He last track vfctay was « January and he 
ganed a veff deserved return to the wrmet'sdfcie at Foftestonemre days ago, having run 
second five Drees in between those wtns. Big Ben, successful on both Equrtrack and turf 
nets, ran thud lo Windy Treat a Newmarket on Ns most recant outing and can aesn tone 
- along vrtth Raert and Ed's FcOy. 1 M—Bw WHATEVHfS RIGHT 

lOnnl BODOiNGTONS MANCHESTER GOLD MAIDEN STAKES 
1V1 (CLASS D) (DfV I) £A050 2Y0 7f 340yds Penalty Vahie £3^43 

1 06 AUAT0N 34)(TCxMoanl MrtPS>y90 JHCMrts2 

2 0 ASMCBI (35) (Msb J S empel B Meehan 90 JAMtattl 

3 0 BR0M2MO (15) 0tasB&M)G Baking 90 S DremreT 

4 DANCMB PHANIUI (H R H fthce F^xf Safenarj U Store 90 IMIS 

5 0 DAGWK OEF (69) (Uxd Hamr®onl U Jane 9 0 Mikbatol2 

8 0ESBfrSPA(USA)(?heCMffain9}PHana90 AMU 

7 HUDU|AM(HantonNMaHtun}AStare)t90 RMBi9 

8 PMRU M Mt STAR (Wnottawg OiaaBB Hokmg ino J tXrtxi 90. .6 Color 10 

9 420 QUMIUSflJSAHteiarGe(i«BeUe)reUPQte90 DooMM4 

10 06 TICTWB»ERPDmiMSWRHBrOWRHpn90 TSprrteB 

11 0 UDrFSJX(lQ(TheFMB0anealMnennp)SMeia89 AUcQooa 3 

12 00 nSAM(9)(LAIBErof%«dDLate89 WftaiS 

"IZdodarsd — 

BETTMft M Uutamam, 72 Daoctog HisMMV 13r2 DmHC Chief, 8-1 Prtneaeal SMr, 1JM. The 
Tbnater, U-l Astatxu, Rlsacto, 20-1 Deset Spa, 50-1 ethers 
1996: Barmin Sands 9 0 T Qum evens tn (J Diriop) dawn 11 } 9 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

None of these with experience has mown much and it seems best to 0 ) ter Alec Stewart's 
debutant MUTAMAM. who is by 1984 Pnx Du Joctey-Club hero Darshaan out of b half-as- 
ter Stewart's dual Edlpsa victor Mtoto. The yard's Qshamms jusified favountiam in tramen- 
oous ayla on her debut at Newnarta a the Da 0 mneof tf» morm and Mutamam to reported^ 
- cxie of Stewart's bear juveniles. Mtehari Stoura's debutart Dancing Phantom, another 9 on 
of (teishaan, is out of a Sadler's Wails mere and axAd also be useful. Pafrumani Stro. from 

John Oitfop's In-form stable, s by Caerteon out of Dawn Star, who has thrown many win- 
ners inducing the same sable's Dawning Street aid Special Dawn. Px* of those to have 
raced m0it be DkA Here's The thnster. who flopped when market leadBr at WohortianBiion 
in June rferan unplaced Doncaster debut run. SetodHon: MUTADAM 

IOOAI BODOINGTONS MANCHESTER GOLD MAIDEN STAKES 

(CLASS D)(OVD £4,050 2VO 7f 340yds Penalty Value £3434 

1 laBRK (HamraiN AMroun) JGosaen 90 GMnda 

2 MUM! (USA) (Hamdan A 1 IMooun) MSoueBO RIM 12 

3 0 MDOrHCGafM(USA){33)DC9hff|)0BsMVlh90 SMM2 

4 06 PRAEIMHAN GOLD (12) (DBGoUBto0S)refcaBQ))R Hannon 90 DwOMB 

5 SAOAH(ftraAAfesMHCed90 KMowl 

6 00 2URr*F(4O)WmiRaon6Lft*£<9BIA*n0n9O UtebbrtlS 

7 6 ZTOECO (20) CJamasHarmuJ Dunlop 9 0 LDetodS 

8 0URK0UyHAUKnheFannsF9esl^rtnnh(fi0l4Brtey89 MMnS 

9 00 SARUSUqtNatMbfchflMHtonesSR Marta Owyar {3)4 

10 0 SUMBAMtA CM) U K R^IJes A Mb A R Riggea D Haph Jonas 8 9 ADaaalS 

11 0 TRPffTY REff (17) MssncrrsSextJ J Diriop89 G Carter 7 

11 ill i fail 

BETTBEt 74 Sadtow, 7-2 AMkb, 5-1 MUbdk. 7-1 Zydeeo, 10-1 TtHly Reef, 12-1 Paddy HcGooa, 
14-UBnaf, 10-1 PtarinrM Gold, 2S4. othas 
199ft SMttetan one 

FORM GUIDE 

TMs can afeo 03 to a newcomer in SADIAN, who la a son of dial Derby hero Shirley heights 
oed rf Raffia, who captured Pie 1990 PrtxdeDtone ter pie same yoro. HamdanAIMaktoum 
is represented by Die newcomen ftdxft. a LahU> colt named by John Gosdan - and Michael 
Saute's US-bred Met*. «rtn to by Red Ransom, zydaore easy to back vdien unplaced apinst 
berind RaU at Newmarket. w<1 have benefftBd from me ouong as wdl PWMy McGoon fbr 
htsronbetsnd la-FaahatAscoL SH oBt SADIAN 

Mnnl STELLA ARTDiS STAKES (CLASS Q £7^25 added Sf 
Penalty Value £4^84 

1 -21032 CA3HEORAL(Sq)(D)(hantVtoky1)XKi0diedriBMeBhen391 JIMdMtt7 

2 600434 BRAVE H*E{2S)(D) (Homs lOeParVCrta) RHrenond90 Dsn01M5 

3 205233 nkSHHBBUE{2fi)(D)9teDfmMen|l8Mng490 LMM 2 

4 650-50 BUIERBGE(aO)(D)6dehAlHorneei)VSaane3812 Ctodtor* 

5 -00224 Iff HHHOf PARAE5 (B) (D| (Jceepfi HaleO J Etoiy 4 8 9 C Carter I 

6 426010 WUOWDAl£BP)(lfchrtJBddreBto0dSI0(MOBsMrth489 Doobttdl 

7 42 MAgf COHMaStUiS (19) (Bf) U fa OaxlB l^l G WOgg 3 S 7 lfWi3 

BETlMft U -10 CafbadnL 2-1 Dartbg Btae, S-l ftma Bte. 12-1 My IMady Partita, 19-1 Btoe 
tSdgfi, 20-1 Bay C u t wl i 

3B98: Lucky Patkes 6 9 2 J Cam 7-1 U Benyl rtwre 151 9 mn 
FORM GUIDE 

CATIORAL should lead Pie way home here after two cracMng runs on his Iasi couple of 
starts - third beheld NuStopa dead-heoterYa Malak »i the Sandown Spnnt and half-tengm 
second to Avert m tt« Gnafi Three Nog Garage Stakes at Goodwod, where he led Inside 


Pie final hiking but was unable to contain the vmnerfs wttrtvand finish. Bnwe Ed 0 eh» 
nm many sound races save fas last van, at Kempton in June of 1990. tut was arty tenth 
m pie Sandown evert. Dashing Bfcta rates the mam Pmat. having taBowed ffis^ York dateat 
of Crofters Calidh wnh a ttort of 30 behind Oanetme in the Stewante 1 Cup, bBatsn a neck 

and a natf a length - WHow Dale 22nd snd 15® worse n. The' Joseph HeJer-Jack Bany 
combi ra non. Euccessfui tn uu a year ago with Lucky Parlies, try again w«i her hatf-Mster 
My Melady Pwrttea but trw Tecnoso Mly has something to find tottowng a fee-ter&h forth 
to Qnartm at Netmarhet tast tme. Sel ecthw : CATHEDRAL 

A on) STH±A DRY CLASSK HANDICAP (CLASS D) £4^00 added 
LI!£rj lm 3f lO^ds Penalty Value £3^00 

1 06-205 HUBMNO (USA) (1^ [Wialfa DasraQ W Haggs 5 10 0 KMrell 

2 521-00 PRQSra»aR(MsGavcrScrtaon)M5AFteea498 IRrid 2 

3 4-90 JASEUR|USA)p4)l9iertiSton8n«nBcOJOrtslen4 98. — LDbUbHIV 

4 4-6025 SHMK(|SA)C20|«Hire)DHay*)Jare&79 6 SDRNM22 

5 0-5422 TM>SOCRSO6)(CO)0KoSatuMak»JNng495 DHoMMdS 

6 3300 MARMST{lR(MesMShaAIRCIafeon394 JSpnfca* 

7 100 W 8AW0BE {78)85 flaVtesre)Dloder394 RCocfc*ae7 

8 0-40 BOLD BU51S (HrtGrt & &xre Ian DffibeS> Htcrra I Baxfing4 92 MHBsS 

S 000043 NEWPORrRMGHr(M)(CO)UT-MrttieadSJ(i>nMRNrtust6812 S Saedn9 

10 -43035 H0mct3SSr(17)(nieGrGaiCWieGPHails3811 CLowtt»r(S)lS 

11 OOO QHARD(USA)P37)6tendan*ll4atoin) WRHem3811 RWM3 

12 60652 MUBI0N(2Q)fME5BSrts)Gaattre380 RMeelD 

13 00500 Wa«IMK(mMsBSunE>)CH0&n4 712 HCartWelA 

14 002622 PEER PBVECT{2SQ0he Pops Parras) R Cuts 3 7 12 flauelS 

15 050022 BBIAGRANA(2U(CDODtonParrarttelMF0lieiStttoOodey3711 RfBwhfflS 

16 563550 SWUED(iq(SiaertKnFiBUd)SDlM3 710 thrifeOwyerAB 

-IBBecM- 

Winlmum negrc ha JOB. True hantlcap SaOed 7a 71b. 

BEITWft 4-lNMport KP0A. 13-2TkoSodB, 7-1 Node Crest, 8-1 BUtar, lO-lAtoffMat 

~*r“^ n i fmrr. it r niii niiiii. run -hthi i 1 1 nmr - ~r i wn i — 

ed, 20-1 otters 

1996c Vokfian 3 B 12 G Hind 9-1 (P Hams) ckaan (2) 10 an 
FORM GUIDE 

NBVPORT KNIGHT gained the test of fss three wins m date over course and distance n 
1995 - Pie other two at Windsor in 1996 - and looks sat to regain wmng brackets after 
(ping down a net* and the same behind Kxaioona and lotaK at the Barioten track three 
weeks ^J 3 . Isrtofl boosted the form wrien gorig one better at Rtpon on Tueday. Two Socks, 
whose sai 0 e success so tar came over couse a efiaanee 13 morphs off), has shown Mgna 
of ramming to form in fas last two oudn^ - beaten three parts d a lengh by Eage Carbon 
at LaKester and Itaff a len^h by ftenma From Haaren over mis top here 16 days agi whan 
Proapem ( 6 B> better) ms more than seven lenEJhs ateift at seventh of 11. Jeff Kings chaqe 
is up 3tt but trvgit be the one who gves Newport Kni^it mast tn do. Buroteg has n't Miow n 
much to his bvo runs since he short-head defeat by Whet A Fuss on Ms re a ppe a rance at 
Yatmouh sb weeks back and s on 10st but must g> on pie shordfit with Kieren Mon 
booked. John Gosden’s Jwswer. who tackles handkap company tor Ihe first wne. could Im- 
prove far the first tone wsor. Sefecttaa: NEWPORT KNIGHT 

| con I H P BULKIER HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3^00 added 3YD 
1 JA/Vi l 2m tAW) Penafty Vahie £2^77 

1 602351 R0B80 03) f&jy fteecj CIhtxr«Dn9 7 Dan IkKeoMi 8 B 

2 050 REAR WK 00 W (51) (U LCberstttn) Lrt HurangHn 9 3 MRgliarte7V 

3 200960 SADMADBAD(USA){lD(PDSa«l*sURBveiBy92 WJ CTCawrlll 

4 04320 SAM GLAM0BE MQftdl r (HQ (54) pf) (949 Raon^ R tigam 9 1 A McSkxM 9 

5 0-4646 GOUENMEUVr ( 8 Q France I bB M hBBBrvflfeS 12 S Sandra 6 V 

6 225090 JMSMlA{13)9fcSBveratattemmiPeeica&12 LDMMB 

7 03002 SWB KOOW( 21 J(te Joan Rood R Bos 810 K Mnaii 

8 150134 smnZ(19)(D9 6fMC)ttrtCQn87 AMWn( 9 M 

9 040531 B0U)SA»ff(Ul (Stems fete) Prims 8 5 ClowfharBSB 

10 -05121 B.n»CK{8)(Ihel997Mnertto)J(fnBBiy85f4a9 DHtrttoad 13 E 

U 062003 B0HICMNG lADf (12) (Moal (knu D ArtWDirai a 4 J Qatar 12 

12 403021 KEEN MATERS (13) (UrsK Osman) MrcSHteanK 80 AM(5)6 

13 000005 WPnS(nu&SMyiS(kM712 

14 4006 AEGEAN (BHTheobrtds Stuff Kkay 7 UL Mtafln Dwjer (3) * B 

-Mdactamd- 

BETTWC: 5-1 1 Prtafes, B-lShttoeMtax^ 7 -IBbUw, frlBald Saint. Steerttt. 9-lJMtoere Bnr 
Wtadow, 10-1 BotrtMMatoih 1 , 12-1 Pit rfifuterty. San Hamm tartoibr, 144. Rare ltoliii,lS-l 
Sul Mad Bed, 20-1 ottan 

1 BBB; IfecM Sfflr 3 9 S T QUm 7-1 (D BsnrtM dram (1U11 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

B. PRMCIPE has Improved stoce be«ng beaten out of sign on his ordy previous effort on 
ttfis surface last Nncmber. John Berry's char^ comes here In good heart having won Wo 
of h»s last three races, at Hanwhon and Mussetourgi, finishing a good second to Globe Riro- 
ner on the tamer track In between. True, he has yet to race beyond a mde and a half but. 
pnaadad he lasts home, o* son of Eta- Uana-Mou can score again. Lord HunungJoris Rear 
Whxfcm, half-hrt*her m three mnets mOudmg Diskette ftdio was to the sanw stable) is 
an nteresdng rumer on tts handicap debut and in a first-nine wsw. Rabbo stormed «i by 
n ton^hs n an amateurs mardan hantecap on Pw sano at Soutteiell pvo weeta ago and 
wfdposea threattfaseffectneontDday'ssurface.Juefcida.vifiomafcesheraff-weathBrde- 
but. hasn’t shown much to her last teutoun^s but was second nvtce at Nowfliam In May 
before that - behind Tanga Ktnfe beaten half a langdi, and Rtf* Man - and could prove 
Ptxrtiesome if sne sdftXs to the surface. Rantoe Datum takes the rfcte. lightly raced Sh- 
Hew Melody had a dasn lengths m spare over Sipoaritz when mched out by Pie oddson 
Gtogar Rogers In a tour-ntoner race at Bate three waeks ago and should confirm the farm 
on9tiwois8termfi.RreiBosshasbookedKtorenPanonterPiBgelcto«.Slpoiittz.aHrtnnBr 
at MAdiarhampun in June and on turf here last moiffh, made Ms Equrtrack debut a coupie 
of ite)s after Barti flrtehtog a remote fourth of nne behind Mister Aspecto. Sao Glaeiora 
btfyuas beaten 11 lengths when rumer-up to Media Star at Radcar In June and was mfcs 
behind when market leader in Bnde^ Pnda's race at Chepstow, ffelertkwr B. PRINCIPE 


Fallon: drew level fTtonei 

record sequence of winners broker 

for ajump jockey of 10 in a row. outbreak ofj^ewedhDSttUQ^- 

SiD«x bis wfciOT Irie Mon at 

Market Rasen on 8 Angust, man of the RvgyFoottau 
Fitzgerald had partnered eigbt Unions man^e^ntbo^ 
consecutive winners - for sev- proinKed to 
en different trainers - but he tkms that hBrepresentatwes 
could finish only ninth on Gen- attempted to persuade iMri^ 
eral Glow in the opening race players toditeh *effdubMn- 
at Worcester, his only ride of tracts m favour 
Ihe afternoon. "* 

wra^whtowredffmrto.Bra^Edgateto] land' 

nptoft in June of 1998, but was ort ytanth redOT of TUgfiy St Newcastle. 

nan Piraai. having taBowed lbs Ybrk defeat rjoirned last Week that ,A Under- 

etme to the Stewarts' Cup, beaten a neck . l j u™. 

5» worse *t The - Joseph HeJer-Jack Bany hand approaches had been 

Lucky Parties, by again wtti her half-tester made, aimed at “wresting COO- 
roettengrofind I M qmtf ajke- tatfhfegth tio! away from the dubs”. Brit- 

tle reacted quickly, corres- 
BXCAP (CLASS D) £4^00 addad ponding with the 24-strong 

lue£^900 membeidnp of the Allied Dun- 

HtBPs5ioo k mob ii bar Premiership to reassure 

ias ag r da; aemrfhisgoodfaiih.-n^ 

ares 796 s pram z2 the accasatJOQS extremely sen- 

jwng495 P H°*»od 8 oiisly” he said, before calCngon 

ai3 94 Andrew to produce evidence in 

MabetoHaam iBatfing492 MHBss support of his comments. 

3 il™ [ ?^ RAte * Ma88 “This needs to be investigat- 

iriWRitenaiu RM3 ed,” said Kim Deshayes, the 

1380 JllWg M chief executive of English Rug- 

IX 1 %* by Partnership, which a dm i n i s - 

MF0te3orvOa*ey37u RFfisxk(3)i5 texs the majordub competitions. 

37io >feteoran> "If Rob Andrew is right in what 

he says, it would be an area for 
■BOast8-iBMtf fMJaaor. to-iAiMM, considerable concern.” 

Kf Perfect, UlBradare, lB-lHiMBr. tiTmii- jyrjj ar& preparing to 

lo ran announce a new backer for the 

national knock-out cup, a com- 

l^^^^rfSSSlSSSter petition currently unsponsored 

ma and tanffot the Bakstere track three following Piikington’s with- 

drawal from the rugby market- 

efessneo 13 months 0 ®. has shown 8(0% . ^ f 5,*. . 

en throe parts of a length by EatfeCaWJn place. Carlsberg-Tetley, the 


brewing giants, are the current 
favourites, having offered in 
excess of £1.2m annually. Bar- 
days Bank and another brewing 
company, Bass, are also among 
the bidders. 

One man in need of a stiff 
drink yesterday was Greg Smith, 
who predictably resigned as 
Australia’s national coach in 
the wake of the their 60-point re- 
verse against South Africa in Pre- 
toria last weekend. John O’Neill, 
managin g director of Lhe Aus- 
tralian Rugby Union, said: "The 
pressure of constant speculation 
has taken its toll on Greg's fam- 
ily life and his health. He’s de- 
cided that this cann ot continue 
and I fully support that decision." 

Smith guided his team to a 
“Celtic Slam" in Scotland. Ire- 
land and Wales last autumn but 
failed to cut any ice in the 
more demanding Tri-Nations sc- 
ries with New Zealand and the 
Springboks and the depressing 
events at Loftus Versfeld final- 
ly forced him to Call on his 
sword. Rod Macqueen, Can- 
berra-based coach of the wild- 
ly successful ACT outfit, is an 
obvious candidate to take over. 
Other names in the hat in- 
clude Alee Evans, a former as- 
sistant coach of the \\fallabies 
who has just started a second 
stint at Cardiff and John Con- 
nolly, Macqueen’s Super 12 
counterpart at Queensland. 

England’s annual Cook Cup 
match in Australia next July will 
be preceded by a demanding 
five-match trek around New 
Zealand. The itinerary includes 
two Tests against the AD Blacks, 
in Dunedin on 20 June and in 
Auckland seven days later. 

ENGLAND mNERAiW: 13 Jme: New Zeatond 
A. Herdton; IB June: New Zealand Acade- 
my, toveroweff. 20 Juoe NEW ZEALAND, 
Diroedn. 23 tac Now Zbatand Maori, Ro- 
torua. 27 Jam: NEW ZEALAND. Auckland. 


Lampard left out 
of British team 


HYPERION 

2 . 20 Oriel Girl 250 Clastic Ballet 3.20 Wh r- 
rior King 330 Inchalong River Of Fbrtune 
4.50 Bashful Brave 

GOING: Good (Good U Finn in ptaccs.l STALLS: Jnskkt 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low for 6 /i High from TTto ltn<C 

■ RtfoWid oval course with tight toms. 

■ Course Is 6 m E of Edfabnrgi on AI . &flnborgfi -scsikm 6 m. Ai>- 

MJSStON: Ctab£12 (juniors IWJ6 & sudem&B); UBierMUs Jfi 
| OAPs & imanptoycd S3). Under- 16s free. CAB PARK: Free. 

■ LEADING TRAINEES: J Berry —38 winners from 1 78 run- 

ners give* i success nolo of 2iJ%; It Jahnmni 19 from 133 
(15.4ft): Kereley 14 from.87 (16.1ft). 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: K Darky 41 wins from 193 rides gives 
a soccess raoo oT 21 -2ft; J Wearer 29 from 1 85 (21 .5%); K Fal- 
lon IP from 121 (16.7ft); J Fortune 18 from 150 (12ft). 

■ FAVOURITES: 1 70 wins in 395 race (42.9ft). 

BUNKERED FIRST TME: Shirleys GJrl (vtasred), Sewsilb Heav- 
es (K^OkDaftaree (Vteored) (SJKr); Great E*tb Lass (riaorern, Ob 
T be Mat (360). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Crum The Boarder (460) 
won ai Thta* on Frfcte and Beverfrjr cai Saturdey. 
LONG-DISTANCE BDNNEES: Sana tovele (i 20 )AFed A Lhie 
(3 JO) aem 373 mBea by B Medan from Upper Larnboare. Beritthlrg; 

l 0 Ar il SALAMANCA SELLWG STAKES (CLASS F) 
£3^00 added 2YO 5f 

1 115241 0 RB.aM-«tCD)PB«au_ IFEStoSV 


046606 SEVENTH HEAVal (19) D feav* 8 11 IFortere7B 

50 AV!WLAfJrClfljCIV*f86. )Cwrtte2 

605334 ni MOT Sl«E (13) JBeny 8 6 

005063 N6A9EPfttNC£5S(!5) WKemp86 KSfead(E)3 

3204 SAISBMNEf«BBMBeten86 KDaritfS 

0000 SfflRUYSCHL(35WSSWr86 1 ft**** IV 


BETTUft M OrfdOrl. 4-1/Mwltaj, 94 Sms Rfcote, 1M ta Not Sore, 
84 Snntt Hwiw, 2M ¥#o* fttecesa, 33-1 Sterfej* Gkf 

rocnl ROWU. SCOTS CUP HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£5,000 added lm Sf 

1 -02613 WQSH«l{42)|D)(BF)MsUterty810a_KCtafcy5 

2 213213 CMBWE(J5)WmJfWBal0594 IFortraal 

3 211M1 CL4SSIC BALLET P3) (C) 3&OK4 94 PRobtris^S 

4 000112 WBBirRHWfliS»)(lS)CD*9w493 ICarnAS 

5 252 VBE»WI(S5)Jfito5lWW392 T Wm i 7 

6 a»tts MBJEH ASPECT) (16) MJcmnai4 91 f ft awlY 

7 150502 U»MW)C«EfU9«DNDten984 K Staff (Q4B 

8 313530 MOONRfiWMfW) T0hertignn481 UteareackS 

-Sdactered- 

BElTWft M Oaaale BMM, 10030 Ctarartfe *4 Vraanra, 144 IBr- 

terAorecto,741tafea ML 104te8Bnt tetfYiUaff AffvBea*^lB-lMoeo- 

rating 

rQ-onl PERTEMPS CALEDONIAN RBCRUTMENT 

1 HANDICAP (CLASS E)£4y5003YD7T 30yds 

1 30033- UreOH1H6SIBBr(3SB|DHflx*59 7 tatawif 

2 040400 IHH)E AWWBSKS (13) C Fitfxd 9 5 TS«aM(7)8 

3 131041 FH3LAlME(lfl)(D)BMeffian8 7 ICantelSB 

4 TOWO WMUflAHDWP)Sllailetal86^ KDataylB 

6 004333 MRinK(23JHC0Bn9X&82 Mt0taoa7V 


6 024322 ttHRWOR HIS (12) C Defer 8 1 IF^«9 

7 456220 SEBE1SES 1B1CW (11) M RtfEEB 7 12 J) WBbbs (7) 3 

8 0000 M MJB0US BOOSE pi) 4te J Ransden 7 ll_LCtareodi2 

9 ooao ramJOMOFmtrr(4flJLEre7ii T Warns 

-Macfete- 

BOTWe M Ifl Mtiltalff. 10040 Hteilor Mag, 1141 Fete A Urn, 134 
Dainbra, 74 Smtart Ncytew, 8-1 Ufe 0a Tta Sire8^ 104 Tta Dtetf- 
om Goosa, 14-ltota ImtartteC 2B-lFteMtan Of Troy 


fTc/il STEVE WOOD MBI0RML NURSERY HAND- 
1 CAP (CLASS E) £4,025 2YO 7f 30yds 

1 335 B0U£VMS ROUSE (U9AJ (21) M JtfvKCr9 7_JWno<cr3 

2 2334S MUSH'S BOT ( 20 ) J Beny 9 6 TEDncaa (3) 8 

3 . 630 f W Ot C MIEf U9 M DBrt>9 2 MaGnmf 

4 3400 GREAT UTIH (AS (40) P Bare 91 IFE^llV 

5 005430 L0HD0F U!VE(33)T Eaarty 90 LCtanmk5 

6 06403 I 6 BM 1 AH ( 10 ) U Tatuttr 6 12 J data 9 

7 14202 USHAM (10) N CMagan 8 12 XDotay2 

8 125236 MCHAtONG (8) M BrfBai 8 11 SBtaMlO 

9 06020 ON BE MAT Q2) JJ OHMS 8 PEtaray(B| 6 B 

10 0040 BLUE ANCHOR (51) Ms UflMfcy 81 DOte6teoa7 

-MMirhiil- 

BETTMe U040 Iretam, M MananV Boy, 5-1 Baatewrf Roatf, 84 
ftoat (jtt (are, 8-1 Lord Of lava, tedaffoag, 194 teteatah, On Tta MM, 
1A4 Btes Aactar, 18-1 IBWteona Aley 

I A oA| FORTH AM CLA1MWG LASTED STAKES 
L^Z__J (CLASS E) £4g025 added 3YD lm 4f 

1 452021 l£GfWOGOUS0(n7)R*ffl8ms96 D8rfffBtaff)4 

2 040030 GWaETME5(l^EWtensB12 I Corot S 

3 25600 UGtflTWBRB9EL (15) 0QC Duran 010 IFraatagl 

4 -06356 MONAROTS HffBWT (2fl T Easorty 8 8 lFbrtan.3 


HYPERION 

2jj0 wmy star 2^40 Silent Guest 3JD Corporal 
KMcwood 340 The Ibastef 4JD Lord Of The Rings 
4^QSuvafai 

GOING: Good w F&m. , 

■ Lefl-haod, undutaflng course- Eats' T«“»* »«* ton ?. f V^r^ 

■ Conreeb ItuSEof town nesr Jonaton of A689 m>dAl p’. gav- 
« from Suxiacn (9m) or Durtuun (12m). ADMISSION: Paddodi 
58 fOAPslf ); LVturse 52. CAB PARK; Paddorit 52, nsrtft^e. 
■LEADING TRAINBHS: Mre MRwdey— BOrahmasbomSOO 
rastss gives 3 success ratio of 28ft; G- M Moore 18 from 101 
(17.8%); J 8 Jobmoa 18 from 147 (I2ft%). 

■ i».m ir. JOCKEYS: P Wren 42 tana from 140rMai«ftwa 
Reran ratio ofM*; A Maguire !5*«n 08 (BL1«U; J Ctilaglrai 
14 from 86 (iWMi ADobbta 14 from 121 (llDft). 
MfK KVPBn fTKST TIME: Nw. 

TOWERS D7 THE LAST SBVKN DAIS: Nw*. . 
lOMunBtUKX R0NNBH8: P«rslamN(y«le (t40l ton been as* 
28B mBes by D Wfrale from Andaratenrd. Ooucetentalra 


l O -in l WaCOMETOANEWSEASON CLAIMING 
^" W l HURDLE (CLASS F) £2£75 2m If 

1 SUM BURES (8) (D) Ms / Bl»n 6 11 5 MAartdfegRV 

2 30032- metOHKBI(n)UBMIMre5112 S» »rel 

3 6-2211 WUrSMRpa)(398>|MaSanin7112 s ftrete 

A. 44606- HOMOS (UQGM Moore 6 1013^. l OBtf— 

5 00- MPBttWBKreiE(F40)WSO»jr51010: Mktotawy 

8 NSME WOT (B tfFMipfy 4 105— — ta P Htarpf* (7) 

BEniN 6 : 74&ta Drearer, 1S9 HUj Stre, 7-2 Baras, 8-1 Hook*, 18-1 
Itarenrak MM, 2frl Hn*t tort 

lygHl STOCKTON WHWESALE HANDICAP HUR- 
[™™lJ DLE (CLASS 0 £3j000 2m 5f 110yds 

1 23212- BALLBDOO (93) R Nrosoo 8 12 0 Mr it Aram 

2 40040 IB) JAM JAR (2^ fCD) SBte 12 118— KJdtaren 

3 2-C522 YBISMRinSIICtxnDVfirtfeSllS^ DooblM 

4 21645- £K£W6UBT(113) M htarmonl 4115 HSreriKy 

5 4122P PlATiidfl MsEMoscnp6112 AftoafcaV 

0 .04P6 MABBESUDUaPCtee9l09^. — Skfrrore 

7 2613-5 SE3Wf«BEr<83)fCO)J»delilO& APMcCOyB 

-Tdadared- 

HEIlWtt2-lata nt runt , 9-4 D te firefnn .llrZHtaAra Jar, A-l Tfi rt lun 
Mffray, 84 MB0W UlL 104 naflte 


o~inl CHROOFMG SERVICES MADEN CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4,250 added 2m 5f 

1 UPP-34 COSPORALKMOIOODfS) MTtxtura 7115 PMwe 

2 06S? mOCKStARCStRCterreiBnEUS Hftretel 

3 5PP6-5 PBMCE BAQASAR (3) N 0)cnyt8115_ M rotter 

4 465PF- THE ERBtGSBt (33) D Irerb 11 11 5 IBurtre 

5 3PP2 5 TWO H3H 0TC fr'i) Mss L Asste 8 11 5 Altenkre 

6 056P-3 WLD BROOK (8) B 9con 7 115 DMrer(3) 

-Bffadread- 

BETTWft 64 TWoRgQoe, 114 WBd Brook, 4-1 Corporal KMBrond.lfl-1 
Mom Btetew, 1A-1 Kratt Star, Ita EMtfra 

fQ-TOT EBAC UD HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) 
£SfiOO added 2m 5f 

1 36351- PAIS MNSIRB. (167) (E) (D) R OamptaT 12 12 0 A Dotato 

2 20F-S CROSS CAWCW (7^ (CD) J BMe 11 11 12 B Storey 

3 23-213 WKM5iet{l«teO)taBUMpil011S 

M-CBorerern 

4 map- 0I£ 0(£ (222) (CD) Ms E Msaop U 10 S APUeCoy 

5 32P6V AWIHBiRB>{457)(CD)WRta91D0 BHogrei(3) 

-S dadreed - 

Urtnm iwtfr 10sl 7h« handetf aotfc Anoffwftff 9S 9 Il 
BEITW ft 34 Pate Mteterte, M cnaa Cameo, 54 Bra Ttarar, *4 Ota 
Ota, 20-1 tartar tad 


5 004523 BnffiOFRRmMEmmMTi»vitt»B7.jtMAn{g}5 

6 0-0000 BMY4AWg(33)« »8Mte etf83 ACtebw2 

BETTMB: 34 Rkrar or Rurae, S-2 Otes TWreo, 10(k30 La Ctaad Kate- 
ar, 94 MmaRTt Prendt, 94 Utfretag Rebel. 2D-1 Botejm^re 

A enj PBFJGODAAPPRBTOCE HANDICAP (CLASS 

LZZrJ F) £3^00 added 5f 

1 116113 CSOraBeBOH»P)RDWxte4l07{7BCU>»*refeJl 

2 1145 PUZiaO0MWRVrttaT»3100 BOMBS 16 

3 004000 aeCftST(Z3)fC9)JL£pB4100 — O Pares 8 B 

4 300000 OENBULSMPEIS)TOID)NC8Badan595 

5 WOOL iA»ABWOTTOnB8retf>695._J>«jraMofltef2 

6 214000 PALLIUM (1J £DJ DteXan 090 JCStodU97B 

7 006603 BOtMUTE GSANBEfQ (JO) mDCtepmrei 5 8 13 

PFsssoylSB 

8 053010 D0NAFUftH|0nMtaLSttlte4812PWUaai(a9 

9 105006 TORONTO (40) (CD) JBeoy 3 8 11 Pftadhr^)6B 

10 010060 BU2MGIIPTOCCS)M<sJJortlan4 810_JllreptamM 

11 374050 TB8BrSSURPBSE(17){D)jBte»«3810 — RMrteaol 

12 531636 SUNSETHMB0UR (52) (D)S teBoirt 4 81D_____ 

fenny Barrera (S) 6 

13 453200 S(XnHBWD0UBa0NTO(C0)MBJCBSSB8 

CreofyoBterap) 128 

14 432654 IIP EXCESS (6) (CO) G M Mow 4 8 6 TEIkacanA 

15 60000- THE I» (430) (CD) JL Eyre 7 84 5BBCtiay^)17 

16 50-500 WBCASrnfCD)0Ctapmreil264 R«feska»38 

17 560900 SMdWMWLTD0 Bg|MaB Lftwl[5710JMafcftyaifl 

BETIMft 3-1 Cnrea Tta Barter SI BMcMfeMaags, 7-1 Pfartcafo, 9-1 tap 
Bpreat. 104 Otte ta Darn. 12-1 Cberec»gt. Srartlfertxi re-,KM oret, l*-l 
IfeMaa, 10-1 flaarete 9r Pater, Sotehare Dorefetio, 20-1 ottan 


fulfil HATHWWr ROOFMG T«f NOVICE HURDLH 
(CLASS E) £3fl 00 2m 5f 110yds 

1 J009P CMEF0FIW0ftASSAffC12)SKHfcveS5l012_Gtee(3) 

2 064-2 LORO OF Bte rotas ® 5 1012 APMeCoy 

3 6032-0 SAUHDMrtTOUBamesSlOU BStarey 

4 p snErsmar(33)MScMeay4i09 DPararO) 

5 OOP-4 MBf CEli£5!E(5) MTatungr610 7 — C McCorreack (7) 

6 6040- SAUCV NUN (104) P fert 5 10 7 E Huteand (3) 

BEITBIft 5-4 had OfTha Rfega, 2-1 Started Kktf 6-lCteefOfKbQrss- 
san, 6-1 SrexyNra, 10-1 MMiCtecsta, 20-1 SUmy ante 

I A Af \ I UNKWI HALL'StENA STUD* MADEN HU1- 
1^1 DLE (CLASS E) £3000 2m If 

1 BWSARA (F33) C Fartua 5 U 5 I ntanghrei 

2 020-43 SUVAL11 (USA) (F13) 14 Msa0ier5 11 5 A P McCoy 

3 00- CAULKS? (143) M Barnes 4 11 2 ADaMta 

4 1ESDU(lfiA)(F5a)MsMRBteey4112 PMren 

5 SUSP PEmHORA{FlIff GHtfmes5U0 RBrert^ 

6 or SLY LAW (F400) T Bfwmean 5 11 0 Altandm 

7 P- AMYUXIC348)RAfc0 41Oll SMMaaa(7) 

8 knSDCBMB(FHffBMaaa9t41011 3 Storey 

9 THORMIQIM JBNB.{F24) MeZGraen4 1011— KJokaeoe 

-Sdoetarad- 

BEnMe 7-4 TeidBd, 7-4 Bteraa, Ultffe Onw, T-l Sorato, 8-1 ay 
lady, HmtefffHora.l*4taB — Jrevte, 16-1 Credtar. 20-1 Areytai 


Equestrianism 

GENEVIEVE MURPHY 
reports from Mannheim 

Di Lampard’s hopes of a place 
on the British team for this 
week's European Show Jump- 
ing Championships ended in 
disappointment yesterday, 
when the team was named. 

Geoff Bfllingtcm. riding Vir- 
tual Village lfs Otto, vrill be first 
to go for the British team in to- 
day’s opening leg of the contest, 
which will be judged ou time. 
He mil be followed by Michael 
Whitaker on Ashley, Robert 
Smith on Senator Tees Hammer 
and John Whitaker on Weiham. 

Lampard, who has shown 
consistently good form in the 
last month, -mil be left to sup- 
port the team from the sidelines. 
She will, however, have the 
chance of compensation when 
she rides Abbervail Dream in 
Saturday’s Grand Prix. 

There was no obvious part- 
nership to discard from the 
squad of five when Malcolm 
Pyrah (chairman of tbe Inter- 
national Committee) and 
Michael Bullman (chairman of 
the selectors) made the decision 
yesterday. Ronnie MassareQa, 
the British team manager, was 
not involved. He could have 
been seen to have a vested in- 
terest since be owns Orthos, one 
of Robert Smith’s two mounts. 

It would not have made 
much difference. Smith, who 
gets his first place on a senior 
championship team, was ex- 
pected to be chosen with his 


Dublin Grand Prix winner, lees 
Hanauer, who has the better 
form this year. 

The selectors gleaned little 
from yesterda/s two warm-up 
contests, in which most of the 
horses preparing for the cham- 
pionship merely jumped half a 
dozen fences or so and then re- 
tired. But they would have not- 
ed that Tees Hanauer and 
Weiham, both aged 17, looked 
impressively sleek and fit. 

MassareUa, who now lakes 
over responsibility for the team, 
said; “1 think they’ll go welt 
though on the big day you al- 
ways need luck. Trie Dutch are 
very strong and I’m always 
frightened of the Germans on 
their home soil." 

John Whitaker enlivened the 
Mecklenbiupschen Prize, the 
first of yesterday’s two warm-up 
classes, on Virtual Village 
Grannusch. Unlike most of the 
others, he was not riding his 
championship horse and was un- 
der no constraint to conserve his 
mount. Even if they had all been 
trying, it would have been bard 
to catch the chestnut, who won 
by 5.02sea 

Ireland’s Paul Darragh, who 
rides Cera in the champi- 
onships, was similarly unre- 
strained when he won the 
Baden-Wurttemberg Prize on 
tite mare Scandal. He had 
jumped the Australian-bred 
nine-year-old to two dear 
rounds in the Dublin Nations 
Cup. but decided she was too in- 
experienced to tackie the cham- 
pionships here. 

Results, Digest page 23 


Optimistic England 

Hockey fence. Thompson added a new 

BILL COLWILL dimension to the attack with his 

bustling, shoot-on-sight style. 

Australia, who flew in after 
England were in optimistic finishing third in the Four 
mood last night at Bisham Nations tournament in Ham- 
Abbey as they made their plans burg at the weekend, have had 
to lay the Australia bogey to rest their problems recently. Their 
and entertained their guests to new coach, Terry Walsh, is try- 
a barbi. ing to find a balance between 

The teams meet this evening youth, and experience. His cur- 
at Basingstoke in the first of rent squad includes 11 from 
their two Test series in the their Olympic bronze medal 
knowledge that England have squad, 
not beaten their great rivals en«a» poo*** pu ^t^ aGrt^: 
since winning 2-0 in Melbourne Kre£t^2ei»«ms.8ita«reo»oSSSrt: 



RACING RESULTS 
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Dodds and Imran Sherwani. 

England's optimism is based 
partly on tbe approach they 
showed in a training game 
against Southgate last Sunday, 
which they won 7-1 - new- 
found aggression paid divi- 
dends - and partly on the 
briefin g their manager, David 
Whittle, and their coach, Dick 
Clarke, gave them after watch- 
ing Tuesday evening’s game in 


land Uoder-21 side 3-1. 

The new aggression largely 
follows the return of the Old 
Loughtonians pair, Julian Halls 
and Nick Thompson, in a very 
experienced squad. 

Halls has returned from a 
spell in the Netherlands look- 
ing extremely fit and sharp in de- 




nswy. Matibrtato SMrena Ota**), < 

Dlieto Ztascxland). D Woods iSnotftal. 
(GurtteBnO. C Megmr KtennodO. 

AUSTRALIA (from): L Ocher. D Own. M Vojfc 
(capo. S CarutftaS. G Oortitt. S Drews, J ttoft 
J Haros. J Einta. 8 arani. PSaurtotoP 
M Smdti. J Sraey. D Sprafc. D Virante»»«i. 


SE3SES llZli 


racing services 

0891 261 + 


LINGFIELD 


MUSSELBURGH 


SEDGfflElD 



ALL COlKSLi RLSLI rS - 

0891 261 970 
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Such is the impact Tiger Woods has made that even if he quit 
golf today he would be more than a footnote in sporting history 


They come in handy at rimes but 
normally, I find the facts and figures 
of sport boring. Yesterday was dif- 
ferent. Yesterday brought the news 
that Tiger Woods, in his fhst season 
as a golf professional, has brought 
in S653m (£408m) of “new money 7 ' 
to the sport and is such a boon to 
television that viewing figures for the 
final round of the four major ebam- 
pionshipswere up by nearly 59 per 
cent .from 57.6 million homes to 91-5 
million. 

Even people who are mystified by 
the heed given to file propulsion of 
a small white ball over open coun- 
tryside cannot fail to be impressed 
by those statistics. 

They establish beyond all rea- 
sonable doubt that Woods, at just 
21 years old, is already one of 


sport's leading figures. The due to 
his future, and what a future it 
promises to be, lies, I believe, not 
only in power and imagination but 
in the subconscious desire for gen- 
uine heroes. 

It helps that golf is a well-man- 
nered game, but where in sport is 
there anyone so talented with such 
a pleasing profile. Woods's smile is 
now as famous as his ability to make 
course architects look ridiculous. If 
he scowls people are quick to for- 
give him. 

What we see is not only brilliant 
application of a gift bat enth usiasm , 
intelligence ana quite remarkable 
maturity. If Woods is not the great- 
est player golf has ever seen, he will 
probably get there. 

When you look at Woods, hear 


him in conversation, there is the un- 
avoidable impression that he knows 
there is a lot 10 be thankful for. 
There is the demonstrable fact of an 
e thnic background that might have 
marie it difficult for him tO break into 
an overwhelmingly white sport but 
for bis demeanour and ease in com- 
munication. . 

Such is the impact Woods has 
made that even if he quit golf today 
he would be more than a footnote 
in sporting history. After only twelve 
mont hs on the USPGA lour (with 
winnings of almost £3m) people as- 
sociate him with golf in the way they 
associate M uhamma d Ali with box- 
ing and Sir Donald Bradman with 
cncket. This ts a true measure of 
fame. 


groun d that soon they would be an 
extinct spedes. “There are plenty of 
people who can play and fight, but 

not many I would be happy to have 
round for {firmer,” he said. 

Ws hear and read so much about 
the scale of earnings in sport today 
I suppose it* s only natural to suppose 
that old values have become re- 
dundant. Largely (hie to the influ- 
ence of television, substance often 
takes second place to presentation. 

; — It is triumphantly claimed in 

. - some quarters that sport, in the 

self how many pertonnexs m sport main, is a damn sight better than it 
today can claim to meet the crite- used to be. But what you have to say 
na of history? A sportswriter I once is that very few sports performers 
knew, a man of considerable talent now are likely to come up smelling 
and understanding, once said in a of roses. Sportsmanship excites the 



Consequently we look back on 
people whose natural heroism cap- 
tured the nation's attention. You can 
make an anniversary out of most 
events, triumphs, tragedies, the 

- r * Lrf m tkpdnn. 


KEN JONES 


KKEL. o a UU6 uiiuviMmuug, uuw in a. OT roses. Stpor tamanship 

me. rueful moment that real sports he- public about as much as brass 

As for the institution of feme it- roes were becoming so thin on the nibbin g 


curred 60 years ago on Saturday is 
worth patting forward. 

On 30 August, 1937 Tommy Rut 
challenged Joe Lous for the heavy- 
weight championship of-the world 
in New York. Bar was the sort of 
hero I’ve been going cm about. A for- 
mer collier from Tonypandy in 
South Wiles he once walked to Ion- 
don looking far work and by the age 

of 23 had taken part in more than 
100 professional contests, often 
fighting twice a week. 

When farr went in with Louis the 


nation held its breath. People 
throughout the land huddled 
around wireless sets eager for news 
of Farr’s progress. 
on the hills around Tonvpandy'and 

reports were sent down to wonting 
miners. It was thought in the Unit- 
ed States that Louis, a renowned 
puncher, would end the fight quick- 
ly but Rut took him the distance, 
ifon may think me biased in ins bnt 
it was the best performance ever giv- 
en abroad by a British heavyweight 
and made Farr a hero for the rest 

of his life. . . 

On this note of nostalgia I leave 
you with the thought that Tiger 
Woods represents the stuff of which 
history is made. One of the few 
heroes in an age of cardboard cut- 
outs. 


Wild card 
choice may 
be delayed 


Golf 


ANDY FARRELL 
reports from Munich 

“Thank God, ii’Il all be over on 
Sunday." said Colin Mont- 
gomerie as he boarded his 
plane for Munich. Monty, who. 
like US Open champion Ernie 
Els. is one of the few lucky ones 
at the BMW International not 
concerned about his Ryder Cup 
place, captured the right mood 
concerning the year-long qual- 
ification process and the (almost 
as long) speculation over Scve 
Ballesteros's two wild cards. 

But as a statement of fact, the 
Soot s words could yet prove er- 
roneous. There is a possibility 
that Ballesteros, the European 
captain, will not name his ad- 
ditional selections even after the 
10 who have earned automatic 
places at V'alderrama are con- 
firmed at the weekend. 

Any delay wifi centre on the 
fitness of Miguel Angel Marlin, 
whose wrist tendon injury was ex- 
pected to prevent him from 
playing for the rest of the season. 
The Spaniard, who won the 
Heineken Classic in Perth in Feb- 
ruary. has been in the lop 10 on 
the points list ever since the qual- 
ifying started last September. 

But he has been slipping 
down the standings since he 
pulled out of the World Invita- 
tional at Loch Lomond, and 
then aggravated the injury by 
playing in the Open with a cor- 
tisone injection, against the ad- 
vice of the Open doctor. An 
operation left Martin in plaster 
for three weeks. 

In Ireland, a week ago, Balles- 
teros said: “Even if be makes the 
team, he will not be able to play.” 
If one of the top 10 at the end 
of qualifying cannot play, the 11th 
man is automatically selected By 
gaining that position after fin- 
ishing joint third at the European 
Open on Sunday, Jose Maria 
Olazabal looked to have solved 
his captain's wild card puzzle. 

Martins cast was removed on 
Monday and when he spoke to 
Ballesteros on Tuesday.he indi- 
cated a desire to prove his fitness. 

“Martin has not withdrawn,” 
Ballesteros said. “If he qualifies, 


he has a right to play. He will 
have one week after Sunday to 
make a decision.” 

Should Martm remain 10th cm 
the points list - and Olazabaljust 
needs to finish 20th or better to 
pass him -Ballesteros max* pro- 
long the wait for Nick Rikk) and 
Jesper Paroevik. 

Olazabal and Padraig Har- 
rington. who needs to be fifth 
to pass Martin, are best placed 
to make the team, but anyone 
down to Miguel Angel Jimenez 
in 25ni position could make (he 
top 10. “I have no problem if 
anyone plays their way on to the 
team.” Ballesteros said. 

As for Faldo's complaint that 
he should have heard from the 
captain by now, Ballesteros 
said: “I made it very clear from 
the beginning that no one 
should have a wild card before 
the top 10 is decided. It isa dis- 
respect to the other players. 

Faldo, however, does not 
give up easily. “I’ve played 
more Ryder Cups than eight or 
nine of the automatic places put 
together ” he said yesterday at 
Forest of Arden, near Coven- 
try. where he is supporting his 
Junior Classic Series. 

“Right from the pre-event 
dinner you can tell the young- 
sters what is going to happen. It 
can help elevate their games to 
a level they've never been before. 

“Wc are underdogs again, 
and that is why we must draw 
on our experience. I very much 
want to be there. I've played 10 
in a row and 1 don't think this 
should be my last.” 

Ballesteros plays today with 
Sam Torrance and Paul Broad- 
hurst. Other team contenders 
are paired together. “There is 
enough pressure as it is,” said 
Roger Chapman, who plays 
witb Olazabal and Joakrm 
Haeggman. Second place could 
be good enough for the Kenya- 
born golfer to qualify, some- 
thing be has done six times in 
his winless career on tour. 

Chapman, 38, was on the way 
to see his coach on Monday 
when his car, a BMW, spun off 
the road. He escaped shaken but 
unscathed. “I got a lesson over 
the phone instead and that 
seems to have worked,” he said. 


THE RACE FOR RYDER CUP 
SELECTION 


( 1 Colb M uu t tfu i uwta <&») J5736259ft«* 

I Assured a fvtisNng No 1 

1 2 Damn Ctafca (N In) 304313.13 

[ Automate selection, not 

1 3 Bou d in ! Langur (Gel 510.143-4? 

! automatic selection 

1 4 lan Woosnsm (WaQ 514,050-61 

Adomade selection. nor playing 

5 PBMM Jobanmon (&»•)- 477,96534 
I Aarvnaoc seteettan 

6 LM WeStNOOd CEn 0 468.15330 

Automatic sete&on. not paying 

7 Ignacio Qa rrtdo (5p) 371,696.85 

jAB but manenvHlB*y certain of place 

8 OvtantkM Rocca (It} ■— 346,13 7 -8 ? 
Isa# « oangpr S' fie misses tfie euf 

1 9 Thomas Wont (Dm) — — 331.67931 
l May need flnbft to scare a place 

1 10 M(0i8l AWl Martin (Sp) 324,40030 
[Nat paying. *#**3 

[ 11 Joan MaHa Otarabta (BW -315,461^4 
| Needs top-20 Brish so pass Marin 
12 nutate Hantagtan (&•) 293317-82 
I NeeeJt up«vai W pass Martin, Bop-Sve O 
can* CBaaiOaf 

1 13 Paul Broadharst 0Eh0 -271.70246 
j Heads cap-t*o w pass Martin, to*wlK» » 
,'cattft oazsbsl 

1 11 ill B - 1~ imqimir Own) 243.640 0& 

Mar be Ikst or swontf to pan Umtln &aJ 

Ofczabta 


IS Ro«ar Chapuaa QEng) ._242£72.45 
Must be first or second to pass Mario and 
OtotaOaf 

ISSamTonaoeafSoo) 240.797.93 

Mux He As to pass Marin, second to cacti 
Otazabta 

17 Made Jana (Eng) 240244.88 

Most Oe first 03 pas Atardri, sacond to csfeti 


18 Peter NBtctaB (Eag) 21&46&48 

Mot vdn n pass Martti and Otaatsat 

39 David GStari (Eng) 210417.42 

Must*** id pass Marin and Olazabal 

20 Fetor Baler 211£BL58 

Must *tn to pass uarin and Otozabai 
2X n a w» Pnytke (Eng) -207,585.00 
Must ® pass Marin and Oteataf 

22 Raym o nd ffimw* ffrafl 20 7J7RTO 
Mar **» to pas Martin and Oaratar 

23 Mpal A Jkamm. (3» -206.OUL3Z 
Must vAn to peas Marin end Otasbsf 

2* David Carter (En*) 199,209^6 

Must a*? to aasf> Qwrata/ 

25 Mck Faldo (Eng)/. 19UL20.73 

N*pte)*TfciMl r /»aBSt»ccuWc«fiOW- 
atadutfrntT . 

N& Raq&en>em to eaten OtazaM baaed 
an me Spartan} Ota cut) 

rjptpar O. won) ' ■ ■ 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


Utl iwww — 

(U v GJonpvtM (U (BJ3) - 
•at (SI v Cwmbna* (21 tW»— 
i (l) v KHmarnocfc (2) ff30»- 
Hapoe! Bewsheta PW (0» * 
usHjihltOy.ShsMtwOjnat- 

v Zanttu Chisinau (Mot) («. 
a Wart (O) v Dtnabufg Oau- 
, 0 ): Red Start 

ietsnhi (fin) ( 1 ): NR Zagrt* 
SioBa Jugomanat (fttac) (D- 
wm) (3) v Baszeis 
Betshma Bobonsk (Beta) (U 
Ktam tEst) fl): Union LMm- 

Bratsiara <SwaW fl> v 
nj: (i); Ararat Yaewn (Mnt 
S Batumi (Geort f2): *&- 


memnegtar (tee) (1) v Hlbfeiriian s (Mafta ) 

( 0 ): Apoei Ntoooa (C»>) (U v HB fashavn 
(Faroes) (1). 

POMMS LEAGUE Premier PjyMam 
NoLrirfTain finest w Leeds (7.0). f*at Di- 
vtaioa: Notts County v Wtest Bn»riwlcti 
{7X». Second DtvMoa: Bamstoy v Wrex- 
ham (7.0). 

MON INSURANCE C0MM10N FM 
Dhnskrc luson w SAttaaS (2J3); No™** 

v/Vsenal (730); West tfcmvSrUncfcn Oys- 

tat Raian v Tbconham {2J3). 

Hockey , m 

FHBT TCST. England v Australia (Bas- 


Otber sports ,, 

MWiS; EMBA National Champjonsrtps 
SSSS*; AUanws Wn Vfartd Champl- 



In-form ) 
Smith 
finds way 
through 


ROUND-UP 


NofiwghamsWrei Matthew Dowman c^js a ball from David ‘Syd’ Lawrence on Ms way to 52 against doucestershke yesterday Photograph: Peter Jay 

Graceful Vaughan spurs Yorkshire 


Cricket 


DEREK PRINGLE 
reports from OkJ Trafford 
Yorkshire 247-3 v Lancashire 


The whole of Lancashire ap- 
peared to be waiting for one 
thing yesterday, and it was not 
the Championship. As specu- 
lation grew over Michael Ather- 
ton’s decision regarding the 
England captaincy, the Roses 
match went ahead without him, 
with Yorkshire dominating a 
rain interrupted, first day, fol- 
lowing a splendid century from 
Michael Vaughan. 

With tiie Red Rose's challenge 
for the Championship having 
wfl ted long before the recent hot 


weather, this was not the prick- 
ly contest tradition would have 
us believe. Indeed, having lost 
both their chairman. Bob Ben- 
nett, and their chief executive. 
John Bower, to the space of a 
week, Lancashire, sporting the 
largest f 14,000) membership in 
the land, are in a sorry state. 

They can now look forward 
to a winter of ferment, with the 
securing of Shane Vfcrne the 
only thing likely to appease 
their increasingly impatient 
members. 

Lancashire’s cricket is not too 
chipper at the moment either, 
and after a testing new ball spell 
by Peter Martin and Ian Austin 
had been negotiated, York- 
shire, currently fourth in the 
Championship, eased them- 


selves into driving seat with all 
the confidence of a Michael 
Schumacher. Only when they 
lost Vaughan and David Byas in 
successive overs late in the day, 
was the Lancashire pulse felL 

Before his demise, playing 
loosely across an outswinger 
from Jason Gallian. Muighan 
bad played a faultless innings full 
of graceful drives. A tall wristy 
player, Vaughan's strokeplay 
recalled a less flamboyant Za- 
heer Abbas, particularly the 
way in which he disdainfully 
eared Lancashire’s two off-spin- 
ners to the midwicket fence. 

It provided a languid contrast 
to Byas, who - arriving at the 
fall of Tony McGrath’s wicket 
- was far more circumspect at 
the crease. Even so, the pair 


added 153 for the second wick- 
et before Lancashire managed 
to part , them, Byas following 
Vhughan as he failed to dear 
Martin at mid-off. 

Weakened by the absence of 
Wasim Akram and Glenn 
Chappie, Lancashire could ill af- 
ford to miss Atherton as welL 
However, the England captain 
apparently requested this game 
off in order to take his time, be- 
fore announcing his decision to 
both selectors and public. 

Yet if most people expected 
him to stand down by the week- 
end - the England and Whies 
Cricket Board even booked a 
press conference room here 
for today and tomorrow - the 
silence is being interpreted as 
a sign that he may continue. 


Certainly that was the im- 
pression given by David 
Graveney, the chairman of se- 
lectors. For those who know 
Atherton's singular mind, 
though, it is probably little 
more than wishful thin king. 

“I've not spoken to Athers 
since The OvaL” said Graveney 
yesterday. “If he’d made up his 
mind I'm sure he would have 
rung me. The fact that he hasn’t 
suggests he is still thinking 
about it 

“We are meeting on Sunday 
to discuss logistics relating to the 
winter tours and that meeting 
will also give us the chance to 
consider our options. If Mike 
says no to the captaincy, it 
would also give us an opportu- 
nity to discuss things further ” 


Ealham gives Kent something to celebrate 


DAVID LLEWEL1YN 


reports from Portsmouth 
Hampshire ill-2 
v Kent 


It was not quite party time, but 
as birthdays go, Mark Eal- 
ham’s 28th was not bad — 
once the weather relented, 
which it had by mid-afternoon. 
The Kent and England all- 
rounder came on straight after 
tea and by the rime he took a 
well-deserved break two of the 


Britamle Assurance 

County ChanpkNisWp 

»st day Of ioun 1LO OOay 

P ei tiy shl re v S o mers et 

DERBtt Draft)*** W 73*r 2 In HMkrftlt 
tra*te» acatart SoRwraot. 

Somaoet mi iw 


Hampshire batsmen had been 
snuffed out like so many birth- 
day candles. 

There was little surprise 
among the Hampshire faithful 
when the captain. John 
Stephenson, lost the toss, after 
all he had not won the previous 
six in the Championship, but 
what did raise eyebrows was the 
decision of his opposing cap- 
tain, Steve Marsh, to field. 

Ftrhaps the greenish tinge on 
the pitch persuaded him that 
there would be something in it 
for his bowlers. As tilings turned 


out there was not, but that was 
understandable. Just two weeks 
ago, on a pitch not far from the 
present one, more than 1,200 
runs were amassed for the loss 
of 27 wickets when Yorkshire 
were the visitors. 

On that occasion Giles 
White scored his maiden 
Championship century and the 
way he anchored himself at one 
end last night suggested that a 
quick follow-up would be a 
distinct possibility. He at least 
was not going to give Ealham 
his wickeL 


He left that to Matthew Hay- 
den, die prolific Australian. 
The left-nander had looked 
comfortable against the pace of 
Dean Headley and Ben Phillips, 
but the birthday boy was a dif- 
ferent matter. He hardly 
seemed able to lay a bat on the 
ball and when Ealham eventu- 
ally held one back it brought 
him a gift of a wicket as Hay- 
den chipped the ball tamely to 
Headley at mid-off. 

Jason Laney had not looked 
that much at ease, the odd su- 
perbly timed and placed shot 


CRICKET SCOREBOARD 


WMtmCKSMREi *N V A J Moles, D 

l HBmp. D P OMfer, T L Penney. N M KSmmi, 
D R Brown, G Wefcti, A F Gfts, tKJ Piper. A 
ADanaid- 

Unqrfres: J 0 Bond and J F Steele. 

Gtoucs v NottlHgbaaisMre 

BRISTOL: Nacttaghamsftfcv <2pts) ore 2S5 
fBr8b> th *& rt taniw» i a M» i m2wirr i i - 


DERBTSMRE - Brat taring* 

A S RoSns ret hurt — 

M R May c Turner b Rose 

T A - " " ‘ 

AJ 
K J 


TWoats Bw b CatWck ... 
Hams mx out 


_12 

-25 


-26 


Barnett not our 

063 w2). 


— 0 
_5 


-73 


9-2 


Total (tor 2, 2 Sown}—— 

Ftafc i_J57 2-7l_ 
fotet M £ Corner, O G Cork, tKM Nltan, 
fAjD 

- 1 - 6 - 1 ; Murfitoq WJ-2-C. 

ft PC LHaOooay, fRJ Timer. 

Rrtf W nnft . M N tatfmal, M E TraoootHcA, 
-J Buns, □ 0 RDsejSJfctfwft A R (tadtfek. 

Musttaq Ahmed, KJ 

URtabWK R A*w 0*1 B taadbeeur 

Essox v Wonridcsbtre 

(Opts) *rn 11X7 tor 


«ouceswsttf« won toss 
WTIWGHAIISHBIE- ft* brings 
M P Dowman c Vbung 0 AHegne — 52 

RTRotmor C Rusewl bSrrtQi -56 

NJ tote Bmb Smith 0 

*p Johnson e and b Alleyne 6 

AAMutirffrrlbwbSrrtff) 11 

UAftnlcBtfbSmWi 23 

C M Ware Ansel b Lems 0 

■fW M Noon c AwaaB b Leans — -60 

K P Brans not “4 .20 

M N Bowen nat out ...... —0 

Extras (b4 toll w 6 nb 6 ) 27 

Mm (tar & 84 a*aW 


-255 


3 tn 

stared). 

Essex won toss 
ESSEX- rest iP tanga.. . 

D D J Axman c OorwUbWWCh 38 

TPHadeoncPlpar&Wsleh g 

'WHussNn BW Btttwn 

Law nor out 


SG 

Mcnoanotnt- 

Extras (W nB2 - — • 

Total (tar %3S am) 

F* 1-29 2-78 M3. 


-1D7 


TB 

B0— 

13-2 


i. DR law. 


», Bom 

I?w5j1 7-4-l»2, QN3 *■ 


_• 1-JOl 2-1023-109 4-132 5-141 6-148 
7-2268-2*8. 

Sj bat A R Oram. 

Bowfb« (to <tatah Sittah 2W-6W: 
Lawance 12-2-374); Lows 17-4-52-2; 
\bunft ABejna 33-2-42-2: Ball 

954-0. 

raniM.M. in6uaHH U6N Windows, nj 
■B tanor.TH C HanoodwR I D»son, S»wfc 

•M W ABeyne. W C RussaB. M C J B*. A M 
Smfth, J imds. D V Lawrance. 

Uwpwa*: 7 E and D R Owpbanl 

HmwpwMre v Kaflt 

PORTSMOUTH: Itaipatarw ani 111 tar 2 

bi tteta M hudnes a^taMt Kent. 

Kent won foss 

HAMPSWE - FM ta*«i 

J 5 Laney b Eaton — ----- 
M L Hoyden c Header b Erfham 
G WMMenot out 


R A Smith not out 19 

Extras Gb3 nb4)— 7 

Ibtta (far 2 . 45 owars)— 111 

Ftafe 1-48 2-81. 

to tart: M Keech. *1 P Stapherson. t A N 
Aymes, S D UdaL L Sawders. S J Ranshaw, 
SM MKxm. 

Bowflne (to date): Headley 8-1-26-0; 
mSps 11-3-24-0: Eaton 11-4-23-2; 
naming 3-2-22-0: Strang 6 - 2 - 11 - 0 . 

KBIT: D P FiiJton, E T Smftfv T R Wtad. A P 
WeSs,G RCowCrey, M A Eatbam. MVHem- 
ta^^tSA Marsh, P A Strang. D W Headl^. 

Uaftaa A OaVson and D J Constant. 

l. aneaW btre v TlbflaMta 
OW TRAFFORD: TMoMreClpQ are 247 tar 
3 in Ibeir Ibst IntanA aMnat Lancatadnr 

M- 

\b rigtare mxi toss 
YORKSHSE - First 

A Mrtotfic Uoyd b Tales 33 

M pyto^an b ciStan : — 105 

*DB)«sc Man*, b Gram .61 

D S Lahmarm not out 

CEW Sherwood not oul 

Extras (b5 im ^14) 

TtaHto Ctor 3. 72 ovara) 


17 

— — 247 


—24 
„-26 
_ 3S 


. 1-^2-216 3-222- 

r 9 t0 * :C Whne. B Pariar, tR J Btatey. G M 
Maudfcm , P M Hutchison. RD Sterna 

**“*••): Martm 153-41* Ausbn 
Qreen 15631-1; Yates 150-56- 
H WatNnscn 8-032-0; Gal tan 4-0-28-1 
N T Wood, 1 E R Gafcan, J P 
M M Fairtraner. G D Uom, -ta Vltatov 
9*VJ ?i us »'. tw K Hen GYatas. P J Mar- 
tta. R J Green. 

U«HJr*a.NT Aewaaid AGTWNtehaad. 

^Aamptoosbiro v Dorhan 

jWyrtWTOH: No rthern ptowridra am 4 
(M tarings against Dotan 
■**5“ stopped play. 

"“rt^rworatara won tosa 


NORTNAMPniNSMRE- FM bates 

RRMontgxnertenotauc _1 

A J Swann not out __0 

Extras |lb3l 3 

toalttitl^BnwwI. — - A 

to tat: A Rordham, *R J BataK D J G Sales. 
A L Penbertfiy. tD R^tey. J P taytor. Mo- 
hammad Ahram. M K Davies, J F Brown. 
Bowfing (to date); Brown 3-2-10; Sens 2- 
2 - 00 . 

DWHAM: J J 8 Lews, S Hutton, j E Mor- 
ns. *D C Boon, |M p SpctjjTL R M S We- 
noa M J Raster. M M BeOS. J Boflng, S J 
E Brown, D M Cox. 

Uqpbas: J H Hampshire and R A Whro. 

Woreestorshire v Mfddtesex 

jOPP BM BSTBt Mhldlasax (Lot) ere 
^tarT^eBrstbate^wS 

noroescererwe (3). 

WoraestereWn* won loss 
MUDLESEX- FM batatfs 

f c Stiertyar b Haynes 45 

J H Kalis c Hick b Shmyar 4 

*M R Rampratesh c Rhodes b Mirra _.9 

MW Gaffing cSpmrgbSnerVar 35 

2 5 c Lam P ,n b Shenyar 33 

DCNsshnocout .33 

tK R Brown Bw b Haynes 14 

7i£ nson c SprxTgo Haynes 3 

J P Hewitt not out in 

Extras (fcB w4 nb24i. 36 

tatal (far 7 , 67 wars) w 

Wt 1-7 2-47 3-77 4-H1 5-142 6-175 
tab* AR C ft** P C R TufheB. 

■t-11-0: Lampot 11 -4- 340. ? 

W0H C£5iERggg: M M Mra, W p C We- 

R Haynes. D A leattenbfe. ts j Rhodes, s 
R La mtutt , R K Bm^vonh. A Shenyar. 

I H Harris and K E Patawr. 


sandwiched between stretches of 
uncertainty. He was still des- 
perately unlucky to be dismissed 
the way he was. But the gods 
were smiling on Ealham. 

Laney shaped to drive a de- 
livery through the off, instead 
edged on to his left boot and 
theoce to the slumps. Robin 
Smith, another century-maker 
against Yorkshire, and White, 
managed to steer Hampshire 
safely through to the close 
od an appropriate score given 
the proximity of the HMS 
Victory. 


No play yesterday 

tSCESTBt Lefcesterehrre v Gianorgan. 

Fourth Women’s 
One-day international 
England v South Africa 

MNCKLEY: No result (rafn). 

Engand won toss 
South Africa 

LOMer not out 

A Kobe not out □ 

Extras lib?) - - 5 

tata l (far B. 27orarrt _ jg 


1J 200 3-18 4-37 S4& 

BjwingMaiMd G- l- 8 - 0 ; Re rMem 80-17- 
nor^So’ 9 ' 21 ' 1 ’ SnWWss 7^.9-t: Cctv 

ENGtANJ* *K Snsiwes, S Metcaife. tJ Cas- 
sat CConrxn BDarSete, K law LMacUod 
JABrtton. M Reynard, SR^m. CHwaS.' 

Ltapbes i Hayes and A Fox. 

acONDW CHAMPIONSHIP (FM day of 
tome unless staled: 1UD tadwllsi^ 

S^ 1 ^ 69 - ^ 4 y Qou ceate^tra. 



«»S£Ksa.“i»wS 

Starting today 

225P. "«WE5r UNDER. is interna. 
T 7 WA 1 ff M day O f four. Including Sut>- 
doy. llO): Cwrateoye warndabm 


Gloucestershire were made to 
work for their wickets at Bristol 
yesterday as they fought for the 
win they needed in the race for 
the Championship. The Not- 
tinghamshire openers, Tim 
Robinson and Mathew Dow- 
man. and the wicketkeeper, 
Wayne Noon, all hit half-cen- 
turies. as they reached 255 for S. 

David “Syd” Lawrence, in his 
latest bid to recover from hor- 
rendous knee injuries of five 
years ago. overcame his early 
struggle for match fitness with 
some sharp balls which cost him 
37 runs in three spells totalling 
just 12 overs. But it was his 
opening partner. Mike Smith, 
who made the breakthrough for 
Gloucestershire with a burst of 
three wickets for 17 runs in 30 
deliveries in the afternoon. 
Dowman (52) and Robinson 
(56) put on 101 for the first 
wicket on a pitch that provid- 
ed little bounce, despite its 
grassy appearance. 

They looked secure enough 
for another hundred, but then 
Dowman was held at short mid- 
wicket off an optimistic hook at 
Mark AUeyne's medium pace. 
It began a mid-innings col- 
lapse, and Notts soon fell away 
to 14S for 6, as the pilch began 
to dry out and batting became 
difficult for an hour or so. 

Smith found movement trap- 
ping Nathan As Lie and Ashley 
Metcalfe leg before and seeing 
Robinson touch a catch through 
to the wicketkeeper. Jack Rus- 
sell. But. as the wicket eased 
again a watchful Usman Afza- 
al (23) and Noon put on 78 for 
the seventh wickeL 
They were together for 29 
overs until Afzaal was picked up 
at slip, bringing Smith his fourth 
wicket. Noon fell to a catch at 
the wicket for 60. and Notting- 
hamshire ended the first day 
with a respectable total on the 
board from their 84 overs. 

There was good news for 
Gloucestershire, however, from 
Grace Road where the Cham- 
pionship leaders, Glamo rgan, 
were left kicking their heels as 
the first day of their game 
against Leicestershire was com- 
pletely washed out. 

Nasser Hussain led Essex 
into a Championship match for 
the first time after ftul Prichard 
dropped out of the match with 
Warwickshire. But the England 
batsman made only 21 batting 
at No 3 before he was trapped 
leg before by Dougie Brown. 

Rain restricted play to just 35 
overs and in this tune Essex ad- 
vanced to 107 for 3 with Stuart 
Law looking in ominous form 
while making an unbeaten 30. 
The other two wickets to fall 
those of the openers, Tim 
Hodgson and Darren Robinson, 
were both claimed by Graeme 
Welch. Hodgson was caught 
behind for 12 while Robinson, 
scored 38 before dripping a sim- 
ple catch to Allan Donald at 
short midwicket. 

H Sussex's batsman Neil 
Lenham has been forced to re- 
tire from first-class cricket due 
to a persistent foot injuiy. The 
32-year-old, who made his Sus- 
sex debut in 1984 and was 
capped six years later, has 
played in only six Championship 
matches this season. 


TODAYS 

NUMifeR 


France, have^gecrima- the 
first country ^I footeafl Hstoiy 
to have 'Id teeffTtffflWnfffart 
in European cupcwi pensions 
after Lyon, AiH^ifad;Bas«; 

tia qualified '-fcj; 
round ofth&Uefa Q^viaihe 
Irmertoto Cup ’ 
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Agassi in 
mood 
to prove 
his point 



p^oteurs 


'.g Tennis 



JOHN ROBERTS 

reports from Flushing Meadow 
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For the benefit of spectators up 
m Row Z at the Arthur Ashe 
Stadium, Andre Agassi was the 

baMy .guy ^ ^ pink sfairL 

i Yes, that was him all righL He 
might have given the parade of 

champions a miss at the open- 
ing ceremony the night before, 
but he did turn np to play. And 
he won. 

If it is any consolation to 
those , in the J28 nose-bleed 
seats at the US Open, the 
megabuck Las Vegan felt for 
them; “I was kind of worried 
about 8,000 people having bad 
Mats,” Agassi said after his 
first round victory against Steve 
Campbell a wild card from 
Detroit, ranked No 130 in the 
world, 6-1, 6-1, 4-6, 6-3. “Those 
are the 8,000 that are the truest 
tennis fans,” Agassi added. 

Agassi next turned his at- 
tention to a critical media, 
whose vantage point is slightly 
better (except for some of the 
television commentators, who 
might as well be atop Lhe Em- 
pire State Building, but have 
monitor screens to help). 

Disguising his sarcasm more 
thinly than some of his shots, 
Agassi said: “For all those who 
can't make the distinction be- 
tween when I'm playing and 
when I'm not, Tm playing.” 

In Agassi’s case, it is some- 
times hard to tell, because a fine 
line separates inspiration from 
desperation. That is one of the 
reasons why he is currently 
ranked No 63 and consequent- 
ly unseeded. On Tuesday night 
he mostly revealed his positive 
side against the 26-year-old 
Campbell, a journeyman op- 
ponent capable of hitting spec- 
tacular shots but lacking a fully 
coordinated game. 

The second round brings 
Adrian Vbinea, a Pfcrugia-hased 
Romanian ranked No 107, af- 
ter which - mood and form per- 
mitting - Agassi would meet the 
winner of the match between 
the No 3 seed, Yevgeny Kafel- 
nikov, and the durable Aus- 
tralian, Mark Woodforde. 

Either way. it could be diffi- 
cult for Agassi Woodforde end- 
ed the American's encouraging 
return to form in his last tour- 
nament in Indianapolis a cou- 
ple of weeks ago, beating him 
in three sets. 

Campbell's nervy serving af- 


forded Agassi ample scope to 
pepper him with groimdstokes, 
and the match only became in- 
teresting after the opening sets, 
when the air of a lost cause 
prompted Campbell to make 
more of his precious time on the 
new court. 

After winning the third set, 
Campbell recovered after being 
broken to 3-1 in the fourth set 
and created two break points for 
4-3. He netted a second service 
return to miss the first, and 
Agassi was fortuna te with a net 
cord in saving the second. 

^WelL you can’t really expect 
to just run over anybody," Agas- 
si said, shrugging off the notion 
that he might have been taken 
the distance. “He got himself in 
a position where the third (sell 
got close, got a little tight, and 
I made a couple of errors at the 
wrong time. I’m not quite sure 
if he ever believed he could con- 
tinue it, but it was certainly ob- 
vious he wanted to stay out 
there longer. So it was nice to 
get the court time." 

From the sport's point of 
view, it will be helpful if Agas- 
si's court time continues. It ap- 
pears that his recent reviews, not 
to mention the USTA presi- 
dent’s slip in neglecting to in- 
troduce nim at the dinner of 
champions, may have made 
him mad enough to prove a 
point or two. 

One reporter asked Agassi 
why he dia not use his backhand 
down the line more often after 
the first two sets. “You actually 
sound more informed than most 
of these media people," Agassi 
responded “You play yourself?" 

When play resumed in the 
Ashe Stadium yesterday, Sergi 
Bruguera,the No 7 seed, worked 
his way from a two-set deficit to 
overhaul Australia’s Michael 
Tfebbutt, 3-6, 4-6, 6-3, 6-2, 6-2. 

Brugu era’s Spanish compa- 
triot, Alberto Berasategui, ex- 
perienced reverse fortune on the 
old Stadium Court, proving un- 
able to holding a two-set ad- 
vantage against South Africa’s 
Wayne Ferreira, who recovered 
to win, 3-6. 4-6, 6-3, 6-3, 6-2. 

Lindsay Davenport, a po- 
tential opponent for Martina 
Hingis, the world No 1, in the 
women's singles semi-finals, de- 
feated Lori McNeil in her open- 
ing match on Tuesday night, 6-2, 
7-6. “I think this is the most 
ready that I’ve been to perform 
well at a Grand slam, physical- 
ly and mentally," Davenport 
said. 


Capriati still upbeat 






Jennifer Capriati lost on the old 
Center Court 6-1, 6-2 to the Na 
7 seed, Conchita Martinez, in 
the US .Open first .round on 
Tuesday, bin said she win not let 
let the defeat get her down. ' 

Capriati said: “I don’t think 
I'm MX) per cent of where I was 
•wheni was at the top of my 
game. But I think I’m getting 
better. I lacked in fitness and 
stamina. That'adds to not hav- 
ing a lot of confidence. If you 


feel great, physically, you feel 
like you .can get to a lot more 
balls and play longer points." 

She added: “Everything was 
positive. I was happy I could be 
there. It’s taken a lot. I just want 
to reach my full potential and see 
where that takes me. Hopeful- 
ly if Iju^ get myself in shape and 
stay positive, IT! just get over that 
hump. Just winning one round 
is going to boost my confidence 
so much. I stifi think I can do it" 


FOOTBALL RESULTS 


Tuesday - - 

1EFR CUP Preftatoey rani tacmf tag 

Cede 6 TboUrmgbrudi 3 (a& 7-51; Omdeo 
..Ml Trataonspor 1 (agg 1-2); MaJmfl 
CSwb) O HBjdufc Spat IOTO) 2 (age SS); 
VffsMa PBttaw fUkri 0 Anderlec* (Bed 2 
(age 0-4K v*dng S&MV0Y (Nod 2 Neu- 
<£Sai Xamax In 2-41; 0<*a 
Wbdastaw (Pal) 3 Rotor Vfc®0BtJ (Rua) 4 
fm 3-61: Bcfay Brno (Cz Rep) 2 Rapid 
Wn» 0 ogf 3-6): Ferencwra (Hun) D 
HBWnetxwE Ow) l (age 1-1 sot 
FiMnMKS win 43:-* n pareUat); Hapoa 
Adah THuah (ter) 1 Vejta (Den) 0 (agt: 1-0);. . 
®*n Bogan (Non 2 QwataMerZbfch 0 
2-3?. Oub Bombs (Baif$WT. Gonca 
©own). O lagg 8-3): Spatak Tmava 
(SkMto 0 MOKSatonta (Q) 1 One 3-6): 


0 Stranraer 1; Ross Gouty 1 Morton 2. 
LCAQLIE OF WALES: Comah’s Quw Nomads 
2ConuqrUtri2. 

MLKMSON SWORD BUSH LEAGUE CUP 
QnrMlnab: Gtentocan 3 Enstttuts 2; For- 
tadown 2 Chimney Comer a. 

HARP NATIONAL LEAGUE OF RELAND CUP 
Fn«t round: Dundsft 5 Droghoda O; Sligo 

3 Deny 0: Cobh 1 Cork L 
(CIS LEAGUE Premier KvMmc Bonham 
WnJ5BasuWstoi«0;Ch8Stam3Cafshai- 
ton O: DiMch 3 Bramiay 3: Hendon 0 Htchm 
2: Kfntytonian OEnfWdft Oxfoid Cty2 Nar- 
row 4; Sutton L)l " 


SPORTING DIGEST 


i Lltd 2 Brahop-SiSiDrffcnl 4; VIM- 






, 1 Eyramo Minsk 

34feAartu& (Den) 3 upest (Hurt 2 
34K Dram Orapropwovsk ((Art 1 
ASfcVtadtaMsE ffiufl 4 age 2-9. 
MTEKlUflO CUP FSn at ramd Mcond lag 
t)*»ff>3Morapeflier CFr) 2 tsgg. 4-2K, Baa- 
“PII Habnstad (SwaJ l(ag$ 2-laatt. 
/‘ionagrtt 2 MSV Ouetus tGai)Oftfi(f 24». 
W.CARLBW PfiaUERSH**: ' tiads a 
UWQ00I2. - 

COCA^OLA CUP Hwt rant swaad leg 
BametSNaiMch 1 (age 4-3); Bfrirtntfiain 
3 fiaggam 0 (agg 443; Bradftxd 1 
»uH*»3Sd 1 UW3-Zr. Bristol Rom 1 
Braw-XBy 2 (agf 1-2 acV, Bum ley 2 
yneoh Itoga 3-2): Bury 3 Crewe 3 fcge 
£-5 scO: Cartrafe 3 Chester 0 One SB: 
Chwtfc&Md lW0anO Mg3-ri^Bi»erO 


mn A Hosham 1 HayWdtiaO: Vbadng O St 
ASanc 2; Staines 0 Bar Khe m s ted 2 faDan- 
otonacj Slmtn, floo^ghr ftsSuny. First DM- 
■aion: Aiderehot 2 Hampton <v Bfflartcay 1 
Leyton Pennant 2; Maidenhead 0 Grays 1; 
' VHiyiBiem4Chflnawl;W<>n0rarn2Vtor. 
ttlng 3. Busnfan tawam Ctgt Prafim (■ 
mry mod: AMiay 3 Epaom & Buel 0; Bedfcrd 
1 WlndaorO: Cambariw 1 IMtham 0; CDtmdv- 
; aracasuafs 2 VMr&H A F«htey 2: Eattlhi^ 
rock 2 ford 4; &ham 2 Brstntme 4; 
HaBtfiLlMns2HemdHempstead4Nngs- 
buryi HertfcrtlC38pton l;Horsham2 Har- 
taw4; HirgBrfcwl 2 Nerthwood 1; laB Pwlwad 
0 Camay t Mraropoten Poflca 2 Barkine 1: 
Souhafl 1 Homcbueh 2;Tiflxiiy2 ChaTfont 
St Peter 1: Tbotthg 5 Dorkine 2; Wwalrtrrona 
u Wambtay 2 Lsighton 1; Wven- 










wwiiwe 0 . 3 ); Mam -4 wyoombed 
ta&a-sE&mstv 5 Ottwn 0 (Mg 5-W 

1 (egg: 4-1); Leyton Orient 3 
i (age 4-2); Luton 1 Cofchesmr 1 
(am zo); Usnctesnr Qw 1 Btectooa o 
r«ttr 1-1 aec Btadgxxi wm 4-2 on 
‘ S£2?to:.*fc«s County - 2. DarttSBm 1 
<3* 34 aw. Pfymouih 3 MM Utd S 
(gaea-TK Ponamouth 1 Peterboro 2 <agg: 

ftaston 2 Rcuhertwn 0 (agf 5-Jj: 
forthorpe 2 Scartnrouah 1 tagg.A-l}-, 
gWWfl K l)td 3 Wtedam. 1 (asg 4-2); 
3 Brendbnt ,5 ‘ 

3 CanWf 1 fittp 

JJWJ* 1 W): TorfpBy l Bourne-' 

ta&2-laa0i WnfoiTl r Swindon 
iMaRMjTfakl RortVatel (age 3-2). 

?WtlSH LEAGUE CHM18MG CUP 


. tor 0 CWebSflk 1 tMK. 
jltotHa- 4i Bm dm TtM&on 1: 
3 Better fc Hyraaen 2 EAttfte l? 
<nan or ne South ?SMktf0; Roto Awes 


Newport MW 1 MMerioavUa a 
NORTH WEST COUNTES LEAGUE First Dl- 
. vWon: Atherton .OoOenes 1 Gtossop l:Chod- 
derton 1 CUtharoe 0; Dsrwar O HoSiar Old 
2; Kldagoue3 Atherton LR 1: Maine 
Road a Nawcastfa Town 4; Roosandaie 1 
Hasdneaan 1. 

NORTHERN CCKJHUS EAST Learie Premier 

DMriois Anranorpe WedareO GtesshougAon 
Welfare O; EcdashB 3 Arnold L 
JEWSOH EA5IBWLEABUE Premier Dhd- 
aiote Bury Town 0 Hfeton 3: Clacton O Sud- 

buy Hawn 7.-. Dfes 1 Great 'fameum ft 
Ratentum OIModiam ft Goitoston 9 WMftn 
1; HanWch 1-Hateead 2: Ne wma rket 1 By 1; 

SudKsy WanOarars 5 Sttwmarket 1; TTriff.-s 

0 fimtaw 2: Wbodbrktos 2 Losasaift 3, 
WHS1UNLEAD KENT LEASUE First Hvt- 
jtiM.lhanwtmMail-CtDrinflinn JL 
UNUET SUSSEX COUKrr LEAGUE First H- 

vieio« Horaham YMCA 1 VACk 2; “ 

2 Ufitahompton 2: RnSaU lSabay; 

scaEWFocDnecr league premer dm- 
sloo: Batnstapfa S-Bmore lz Brattuattr 5 
Bndport ft Caine 0 BhsHngon ft Cnanf 1 
taton X Man|ws|ida 4.0dd Down ft Wfest- 
huy'2 CNppanham 2. 

PONTWS LEAGUE FrenUerDMafacDenyl 
'BMfam.3fatnaBMaeeBatx»LAff' 


Kelly keeps 
kilometre title 

Cycling 

Australia’s Shane Kelly won 
his third successive kilometre 
time trial world title in Penh. 
Australia yesterday. 

The Australian, who had 
been troubled by a ni gg lin g 
back injury in the build-up to the 
lionships. clocked lmin 
3.156sec to beat the Ger man 
ir, Soren Lausberg and Sie- 
i Nimke. . 

France’s Frederic Magne 
won a typically contentious 
keirin taMng gold ahead of 
South Africa's Jean-Pierre \^n 
Zyl and the American three- 
times world champion, Martv 
Nothstein. Italy’s Roberto Chi- 
appa was second across the 
line and Germany’s Jens 
Fiedler third, but both were de- 
moted for employing illegal 
tactics. 

The Spanish team of Miguel 
Alzamora and Juan Llaneras 
won the gold medal in the 
50km madiso li- 
lt was a miserable day for 
Britain, with Rob Hayies going 
out of the Individual pursuit in 
the first round, Peter Jacques 
falling in the second round of 
the keiriri, Jonathan Clay and 
Bryan Steel finiriiing 10th in the 
madison and Wendy: Everson 
coming last in the' women's 
sprint qualifying round. 


Athletics 

TUESDAY'S LATE RESUJ& Baifln GMid Prtc 
Han: OOOnc X F ftedfrcka (Man) 2- 

PBaJay (Can i. T Mmeonmy (US) 10.05. 
200m: 1 J Drammond lUSi 20.07: 2 G Panav 
oucoute (Grt ^0.38: 2 T Dotfilaf. (Bert 10.42. 
'WWro II Thomas iGB) 44.90. 2 M Richaiflson 
(GSl 4530: 3 R Back (GBl 45.5R UOr 1 H El 
Guemm (Mon 3-45.64; 2 0 human them 
3-4438: 3 VNijo^to (Bun 3:46.70. 5,000m: 
1H eeOMteaae (Ethl 12SS.14; 2 P tocfi iKen) 
12S6.5<t 3 T Nyaffla iHenl rK5£L35. 
aw IOOdte 1 M tame (USJ UV81: 2 M Prey 

IJ«nj 1085; 3 C Dawn (USl 1080 400m: 1 

S RichanK Uami 4087: 2 g Bieuer (Ban 5032: 

3 C Oraa Wgnai 5043: B D ftaser iGBl 52.5S. 

MOoe i M Mutnw iMoa 13093; 2 A F Qura 

(Cuba) 137.56; 3 H Afanasieva iRus) L-58^5. 

SjOOOm: 1 G Soho (Rami 14:4435: 2 L 

Qieromtf (Ken) 14:46.72; 3 P feaciiffe iGBi 

14J5032. imhiu mp : lAtaiWOlS) 193m; 2- 

V Fioaonu iRte). A Asrate (Gen. h Haugiand 

fftirl L93l lM(|ampc 1H DrescNer IGeD 6i»n: 

2 F May [tit OBJ; 3 S Tertte-Greere iGerj 056. 

AmbOe 1 T Oamawe (Gail 66.58m: 2 F Ttea 

■Rami 6546; 3 T HattesBd ifton 6438. 

BasebaR 

AMERICAN LEHBUe Mm Yo* YanVaos IS Oak 
bnd 2: toisas Cny 5 Bahmora 4; Cheasi While 
5a&8 Toronto 5; WvButee 11 Took 10 lUJn- 
ntnfii: Mmaa 8 0anwr2: Anatem 8 Ctev*- 
hw» 7; Seattle B Bosaan 2. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE: Pntxttpta 4 San D<Eg> 2: 
U»Angetes6PmsotBgn4; Anama 7Hou«on6 
02 tnangBi: San Fmcisco 6 New Yah Mela 2: 
Honda 11 Onca^) CuM 0: MororW 7 SUnas 
5: CWnradpg Qronnau 5. 


Bowls 

MEN'S AIL ENGLAND CHAMPIONStflPS (Wte- 

tNng: Palis Aamptoasbip, aemi-lkalB BTo^ 

tar ana T Kemuaer iGostonn. NaMcasny M □ ana 

A Bsner IWigen. Gumonai 20-16, S Nutman and 

A T*a» (Dacneaer. Doireu M n cany am o mo. 

son ^Seewpns. Ureal 17-14, Haat DorchesMr 

A GostMfi 19-14. Singes chvqrionl'ifa.jM- 
Ondnaiy ream: P Ml (BoumemiMh) « p Din- 

SBta (CW»5 Medma) 21-16; W Jackson (Uncoln 

Si GOe^t ec S heiehei iWoo ab naga Hfl. Surey* 

2110 S iVoottadi (WndeseyManort a s Jonas 

(Bart. House HoW. Wtamsj 2110: B Mc&mont 

•Cfterertiam S» ta D Jenhns (St tresi 21-7. 

FtatnjamtDHolCWdterlJBve.BeiteibtSPBf- 

cool (SuxarX/. Beds] 21-12: KHotman (West 

Hoattft). Scssexj mP Kero® (Mralgy. vwat 21- 

16; J Runbaa iGarawn. HensUa C Rows? (to- 

bwJi) 21-17; D Baddf Wteandra fwCDwBWi 

MR WeBana (Topsoam, Dram 21-9. 


Cricket 

Toro Moody, theWoroeste rah aB i ai pt ain, 
has toM his county rt would be too de- 
manding for him io double up as piay- 

er and coach next season. He w(U 
continue in the rote of captaining both 
Worcestershire and Western Australia. 


Cycling 

Cycling's world gowning body launched 
a histone drug testing campaign yes- 
terday when rt checked blood samples 
from riders at the World Track Cham- 
ptonships. Hood-testing road riders be- 
gan earter this year in reaction to the 
nsing use of kriter drug erythropoietin, 
or EPO. About 20 deaths have been 
United to the drug. 

WORLD CHAMnONSMPS (Perth Ana) Open- 

In* dne Mania 1000m tiros trial: 1 s Kety that 

i f ? n ^ 3 T 1S ¥ c: 2 S UaraetfE (Get) L-03397; 

?A I SCS b .‘?^I- 1:0 ^ 4TO * A Toumara (Fo 

14X3.519: E H Thua iFrt 1.-04.441; 6 T Jumotv 

jUawn) L04DSft7GSnaiTnan{Aj*( 1D4.743; 

8 GKreyief flPolf 1D4302: 9 S Crmopharson 

(JSl l*4DSft 10 J Escuieoo i Sol 1.-04.997: 

,G " U05.072i 12 O Day (Ausi 
PS ' Gai L-05JS 34 A 

1^456: IE D McKeroe-Pwer iND 
L-ff.930 ; 10 MLesfcnorrStareni 1X36.487:17 

f A Cola «fg) 

Lqr.727:lfl G_&ig»y»'L4tm l 1*7.771. Menu 

tari rin (hit 1 F Mepa ft,. 2 J-P Van Zyl ISA): 

3 MNothoan rUSi;40Hjl iAus> R Chaffs flu 

aooJFeffj* (Gefl <Ssq, M«ra Msfison final: 

1 Span <W AtzamotB’J lianeiasi 21pts: 2 ttaiv 

;S MamnwoU vaiai -1 fc» 30pa: 3 Awnro 

U Cumehevo Cunjeheu -1 28: 4 Denmara (T 

M) -1 24; 5 SaxcMIana ftt BeoctwrlB 

Rrei 1 20; s Ausaabs IS Antevs Pane) - 1 15 ; 
^G enren yiG FulaC Wain - 1 8; 8 NnthettondB 

S*W*rei -1 6: 9 New 2eatano U 

DeanTG Thomaoni - 1 3: 10 Greai Bnren U OarfB 

Stert! 1 2; ii Russia it) Gaflone(M Garent -l 

O; i2Cotartta U tenwreM saei -l 0: 13 Qeoi 

l^wtac (MtidcUf Saw cu) nodtasn; 14 Utoane 

1A Fedenkov latawtav) ar* is Amaru (A 

KaatjenK Sotayanl dnf. 

TOUR OF THE NETHERLANDS Second stage 
(U7.7tan Aflffnmr to Haariem): 1 H McEweti 
(mb) Rabobank Jtv4mn5sac: 2 Luan Bon (Nahi 
RaDOtank; 3 E Leon ill) Alo-Safc 4 A o Basco 
(Iti Seeoo; 5 J Svoiada Id Reel itepeC 8 J Bi- 
Jtawns rNedi) 1W; 7U *yi Off Wo« (Nadu 
F*retaraoee8 M Comassse (Neon FotwdoradK 
9 F De Ben ff) Brasralat 10 T S*«S (Bef: UvM 
U remetmL lsadta*aMi*a ptaotare Pncandea 
dnre boom**): l Jaglmens IVM *57:46. 2 
E leonr Ala- Safi +2sec 3 R McRoen (Anal 
Raoffa* +6;4lwn Bon (Nwhl Rawto* +7; 

5 J Snored? Uapei *12; 6 S Tamennere tGen 
US (teoi + H; 7 D Comnm no Breoant yr: a 
W «n oe Meutartu* (N«W Ponstaotado rt 9 
U Comeftsse Forettra® + la U M tan Off Waf- 
ForeUoracn tom sA. 

Equestrianlsin 

EUROPEAN 5N0WJUMPMGCHAMPI0NSHPS 
Mmnlwfai, Germany); Mecttrebuigadmu 

Prize: 1 V«n>a> wiagd Gntmuacn (j WuaMr. 

GBl objt. 65.75ms; 2 EttvadO Bngo BataS (J 
Hanute. SVhi ciejr. 70.77: 3 Espm FHH it 
fieri dear. 7L02. Baden - Wiatte rnbar* 
Print 1 Scared (P Damgfi. im dear, 62.76; 

2 ri*an Urtewn Psorawre iG CtecHa. BuO dear. 
0&S3: 3 6nauri rU IM Baewstraem. 5»ej dear. 
73-17- 


Golf 

M has become the latest rt Tha- 
land’s economic ensis, with at least three 
Tha PGA Tour tournaments cancelled 
after sponsors pulled out due to finan- 
cial difficulties. The canceted events are 
the Volvo Thailand Masters, originally 
to be heW n July; the PTT-Unocal Chan- 
ptonship scheduled for this month and 
the Thai Airways International champi- 
onship. 

MASTERCARD TOUR (Stratford on Arad Lead- 
In* Aral -round earns: 84 S Dodd (Banyl. S 
Roberson l Broome Mar on; 65 I hamson (Ross 
on Hy*i. G Hosed (SturmtaaerMarsNsin. N Con- 
nelly (Smmnon Pain. A TiBman /WWemeasep.c 
Eaans rEmpress Car Sites;. J Tavtor (Tan Ptnejj, 
R Mnson (Vato o( Glamortjarj; 66 S Vale (Wrt- 
tn*un Healht. C O'Cfirmd iCotbeD Patio. K Dd- 
an n v onhanr pro ni. P Lyons lLarrae* Park). 5 
Andrew (CtahetDej. 

Motor racing 

Tyrrell's Formuta One cats wdl be pow- 
ered by Fort OoBwonhVlO engines dur- 
ing the 1998 Grand Prix season, it was 
conflrmed yesterday. The Ford engines 
form a vital part of Tynefl’s 'Racing to- 
wards the Millennium' programme 
which aims to see the team challeng- 
ing for the title by the year 2000. 

Pools 

UI7LEWOOOS: TreWo dunoa: 24att 
£265 A60^0. 23 £2.4604a 22 122 7. 70. 21 

£42.60. Naff-tterer “ 

ffaws £9.45. Nbw I 
£ 93920 . 

HBTTEHS: TVaMa ehreiM: 23pta £867D0. 22 
£13.40. 21 LL8&. Four draw: £10.60. Ore 
anmya £4L8a Sght bones £43.60. 
VERNONS: Treble dnocec 23pta £9.425.95. 
23 £10080, 21 £19.50. Prenrier 10 £5825. 
ZEITHRSf Treble Chance: 24pt» £21.267.40; 

23|«* £142.05: 22pta £12.20. 21pff £245 M 

tor Mpc 4 Drew wafting bmS £14; 8 hemes 

inotfn* bared) £ 11 . 00. 4 erreyi J37.70 (at 

hr 20 pi; 3 dram (nothing Mned) £920 Fair 

FlM £3035 Iboth hr £li. 

Rugby League 

Martin Ofliah is bach in trairwig with the 
Lonttan Broncos snd is likely to agree 
a new deal with them in time to play 
against Bradford on Sunday. St Helens 
will be without Andy Haigh for three 
weeks following a knee injury. 
Cerliste'hsw been ordered to play their 
DiwstonalFeffliasl'H^ 
haven Warriors on 3 September. The 
Second DrvKJon dub were forced to pull 


out of last Monday's scheduled game 
at the Recreation Ground because 
they could field only eight players. 

TUESrwrS LATE RESULT: Stones Soper 


2. Eads. OTIomeit GoalsriCttnr3: Drop OOav 
nor. Oidhron: Trias Davidson. Goottvm: Soars 
Goodwn. Mataray. (6.7 14i 

Rugby Union 

PaerW right. the Inten rational prop.yes- 
terday joined the Tennents Premiership 
side West of Scotland. The former Mel- 
and Boroughrmnr player, capped 
211 has been picked for the Scrt- 
dsh Borders distnet squad the season. 
Raul Thorbum. the former Wales full- 
back and captain, is to return to Neath 
te ygeggeO hteplanngcamerlBgApnl 

^gand^ia-yegpld players completed 
a totr rt ^^Austraka by mMiriingthe scfuots 
Internationa) 33-20 in Sydney yaster- 

(Tour of Haw Zaaland. 
-*” 1 * Jf Zealand \ (t»re- 

2Bb *** 1 Acariaire. tauweaiB*; 20 

a £ l i£ n: 23 v kMri ZeaiandMaon. 
Rotorua: 27 v Al BiacAa, AucUmL 

JSSSXJi!** « WamatloBal 

UT’otWriod): Vltelu A 36 Romanui 21. 
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Test of 
nerves 
for Killie 
in Dublin 


Football 


The Kilmarnock striker Paul 
Wright is stUl a doubtful starter 
for today's European Cup-Win- 
ners’ Cup tie with the Dublin 
side Sbelbourne at lolka Park- 
after injuring his shoulder in 
Saturday's 4-0 defeat by Hi- 
bernian at Easter Road. 

Wright scored both goals, 
the first a penally on the hour 
and then the winner in the 
thir d min ute of injury time 
when Kilm arnock edged home 
2^1 in the first leg at Rugby Park 
a fortnight ago. His absence 
would be a major setback for the 
Scottish Cup holders. 

“Paul wiD lye having treatment 
right up to kick-off lime, but it 
may be that he will stay on the 
subs bench and be sprung at 
some stage of the game," said the 
manager, Bobby Williamson. 
"An early goal would suit us fine. 
But the days of Scottish dubs go- 
ing hell for leather in European 
competitions are over. We have 
got to be patient” 

The fact that Kilmarnock 
have conceded 10 goals in their 
last two games- a 6-2 defeat fay 
First Division StirlingAlbion in 
the Coca-Cola Cup and then the 
4-0 loss to Hibernian in the Pre- 
mier Division - is a matter of 
concern to Williams on. 

“Those sco re lines were not 
really a true reflection of the 
'ay. We know we can do much 
_ tier and with some 2,000 Kil- 
lie fens travelling to Dublin, we 
want to repay them for those 
two setbacks," he added. 

With Wright doubtful, the 
former Scottish international 
Pat Nevin seems a certain 
starter and he will have a key 
role to play as Kilmarnock bid 
to reach the next round. 

Shelbonrne's manager, 
Damien Richardson, hopes to 
field a double strike force of 
Dessie Baker and Stephen Ge- 
oghegan as the Irish club go for 
the goal that could see them in 
the draw for the next round in 
Zurich tomorrow morning. 

Baker, once on Manchester 
United’s books, will have late 
treatment on an ankle injury 
picked up in the 3-0 victory over 
Shamrock Rovers in a League 
Cup tie on Friday. But all the 
indications are that like Ge- 
oghegan, he will have recovered 
sufficiently from injury to start. 

The former Coventry City 
midfielder Tbuy Sheridan wiD be 
the key man for Shelbourne 
who know that a 1-0 win will be 
enough to grab the glory after 
Mark Rutnerford’s precious 
away goal a fortnight ago. 

“Even if we did grab an ear- 
ly goal we would not revert to 
a defensive strategy," said 
Rrchanfcon. “We are just not ca- 
pable of playing that way. It’s 
not the standard in Europe 
nowadays as was proven when 
Celtic had that 7-5 aggregate 
win over Tirol Innsbruck.” 

Glenavon’s manager, Nigel 
Best, will be relying on the 
power of the telephone when his 
side take on Legia Warsaw in to- 
morrow’s European Cup-Win- 
ners’ Cup preliminary round 
second leg m Poland. 

Best is a Belfast school- 
teacher and is unable to travel 
to Warsaw because the game 
dashes with a seminar which he 
is conducting. He intends keep- 
ing in touch with his assistant, 
Colin McCurdy, by a 90-minute 
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telephone satellite' link between 
Belfast am 


: and Whrsaw. 


Portugal s Rocha and Barreto. In the 
yromen's diwsion. Helena Lucas and 
Maggje Beech are 11th. 

Squash 

cnWY nunc homo kong open m iw 

« P a«*Wy ffirt 15-2 15- 
P Jffjreon (Engl bi C Wake' (Eng) 15- 
8 15-6 9-15 15-13: R Eyles (Au&l br G RwirK 
(Cam 15-1 7 15-6 8-15 15-11 159: N InterfErm 

«9 falMiOnJ 15-11 13-15 10-15 lsSlsTlS 

n WS21??.®* A MhAus) 15-4 15-6 15* 

o JfartJ JAuy KKB Msttau (Egrt 15-5 15- 

15* M Hw» (SOW M S Pari® M) 

3HABP MflWHAH WOMEN'S OPEN (Kata 

S fior-ceraa (Aue< m c 

I!** (S4’ ^1 ®-l SW; L Joyce (NZi tn L kwg 

Ifi? 1 9-7 S' 7 4-0 rtru 5 wrteft i Ena oi 
N G»*gHrSW 9-5 6-9 W3 9-3; Cl DwretAi*. 
KJTranaaa (Eng] 9-3 9-2 9-V S Homer lEng) 
ML Qiamwi (Erg) 9-7 4-9 10-9 9-1; C Jf 
IU«) ht R Coot** (Ausi 9-1 9-7 94: S 1 
iGen n p Saara (nzj 9-3 10-9 9-4. m 
IAUS 1MJ Martin lE^a-10 9-3 9-3 M. 




L70. Rwb aways 


The Royal Ocean Club mans to iraroduce 
a newsyaem tocalculate handicaps for 
y®chts of all shapes and sizes so that 
mey can race against each other from 
1 January-3000, the new system wfll 
replara the more general Cruising 
Handicap System and the complex In- 
ternational Measurement System. Ever 
since the IMS replaced toe International 
Offshore Rule there has bean disquiet 
ower a computer-based programme 
which can change a yachrs handicap 
assessment according to the condrnons 
foH^dlsraang.TheCHSrule,tnean- 
whiiQ.wasmeanttoccpewiththethou- 
santfe of orueeiAacer craft which double 
as both pleasure and sports craft. This, 
however, is bang pushed to the limit by 
those only reafty interested in racing. 
John Memcks and Ian Walker are near 
the bottom ot the 28-boat gold fleet ax 
the Warid 470 Chanvuoreiiips m Tel Avnt 
lung 25th after sh races. But Nick 
Rogers and Steve Irish are 10th as the 
Finns, LesMnen and Hemfia lead from 


Xta^aa. fatt touriit G KueroMBrl^tlj L_. 
fUSl 6-43-8 6-7 8-2 8-3: A BoMscft (FrtW A 
Gosa iSp) 0-3 6-a 6-j; c Wotxmfl 1 US 1 n T Jo- 
Mnssoa (Sue) 6-3 M3-6(HJ;J Safcenwsn 
ILS) M M TQnrom iSwa) 6-4 T* 17/5) 7-5. 
S SchBflen rNon) M D van Scheppingen (Nettil 

6- 4 6-3 84: M MKdftMe [Ausi W B Sock C&ni 

7- 66-3 6-2; GRaoiaiFfi me Mcys rSp)6-i 7-6 

6 - r. M Guartswn iStnemJ Staff rtiSl 6-3 6-2 

7- 5:AVtfcnea (Rc*n) bt R Fmbn ou 6-7 7-66-4 

8- 7 6-3 ; ) Ganelstob (USJ H D Nastor iCani 7* 
6-7 6-3 6-2; N Euutte (Frl M M Joyea (USi 7-6 
4-e 6-3 6-1: A t&aa ruS) « S Camooefl rusj 
6-16-1 4-66-3: WFbncua (SA) ffABeesatESA 
iSd' 6-7 2-6 6-3 51 6-3; S BORtera (Sp; MM 
TaBffjnvAusl 3^4-663 6-2 6£TWtot)danM 
lAusl Bt JAMm ISp) 7-6 &3 4-6 6-1; N LaoarM- 
D lEc) M A Pawl IRwnl 6-4 5-0 re-e M Neman 
iSneiot K Kmsa iStauMfr? 646-263. 

ot J Capreni iiS) &i 8- a a Fo lUSi m E uat' 

OlLarerM ilu 63 6s3: RgSSbSiMS Cade 
(US) b-2 6-1: D Ctuadhtua tCi R*ei bt H Suk?- 
« (C* Hew frl 1-6 6-t A Smerwz Vloano (Spi 
bt tAusj K-A fiuse (AuM &2 fr4; m luoc tCroai 
m s NNM (Cl Rea) frO fra W Pnfcsi rGen 
b* L Lea (US) frl &- 7 6-2; C Dwrenpon (US) bi 
L WdNffl (US) fr2 7-6; G Stattoid ISA) 01 E At- 

aSSKAlW* K Cart “ n lS «*l NTke- 

tote ff%nl S-3 6-3 frl. Second room* F ftariMO 
jtU.WS PWaiiBh (Fn 6-4 63: J Kn«w ISA) bt 
6-4 7-G; M Uatom (8ui bt 
Utaymcrel MiSrfifrs e-4;TTBnaa«am m»B 

bt M vena Ofan) fr4 fr3: N z*n»(Stw bt N 

Swwmatsu (lapom frfl 3-6 6-3. 

WOW fl SlUP Qft GAMES (Pafantw. Sfcftri 
voon e Kon bt p 
K ufanac (ft Hepj 6-4 6-4. Mtomea^a aMes it. 
Bat SretPBgWang (Tali ot M Calton (Fr) 6-2 6-3. 
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jpi A real sporting hero 

|Lyj Ken Jones looks at the rise 
Ui of Tiger Woods, page 22 


sport 


Hard Ryder 

Decision time approaches 
for Ballesteros, page 22 



Shearer 


to return 


in the 


new year 


Football 

MARK BURTON 


Sir John Hall offered Newcas- 
tle supporters an early Christ- 
mas present yesterday, but then 
was forced to disappoint them. 

Hall, the Newcastle chair- 
man. said on BBC Radio 4 in the 
morning that he understood 
that Alan Shearer, who suf- 
fered ankle ligament injury in a 
pre-season match at Goodison 
Park, could be back in compet- 
itive football “November-ish". 

Those Magpie fans w ho were 
whooping with joy would have 
missed his qualifying comment 
that he would have a clearer 
idea once he had spoken to the 
club doctor, who. like Hall, 
was in Croatia for Iasi night's 
Champions' League qualifier. 

The doctor did not have such 
good news. Hall later explained: 
“I've now had a chance to 
speak v. ith the doctor who has 
informed me that it is far too 
early to give any indication as 
to when Alan Shearer will be 
hack. The specialist has told the 
dub everything is going well and 
we are delighted with the 
progress he's making." 

The player and his medical 
advisors are happy with his rate 
of recovery , but there is no lar- 
ge! date for the England cap- 
tain's return to the Premiership 
front line. Late January seems 
to be the most likely time. 

Another international strik- 
ers. Fabriziu Rmanelli. could still 
be in the North-cast when 
Shearer is fit to play. He will not 
be leaving Middlesbrough to join 
Everton unless the Mersevsiders 
come up with the £75m Boro 
are insisting is their minimum 
fee for the Italian. 

On a day for abandoning 
hopes. Wales reluctantly turned 
down the chance of playing 
against the Brazil. They might 
have to make do with "helping 
England to prepare for the 
World Cup finals, given that 
Glenn Huddle's side qualifies. 

The Welsh, who have failed to 
qualify, were contacted by Brazil 
Iasi week and offered a game in 
Salvador, north of Sao Paula on 
9 or IU September, but there 
would have been problems in 
bringing the players back in 
time for Premierehip matches 
the following weekend. There 
was also a good chance that 


Brazil would play Wales in a re- 
turn prior to going to France to 
defend their world title next sum- 
mer. That was pencilled in for 
early June, but because of 
Brazil's cash demands, that, 
loo. has been abandoned 

Money stands between Peter 
Nowak and a contract at Tot- 
tenham. Transfer talks broke 
down when the Pole's German 
club. 1860 Munich, demanded 
£ 1.25m, twice what Spurs were 
prepared to pay. 

The Sheffield Wednesday 
striker Andy Booth has bad a 
cartilage operation and wifi be 
ruled out for around a month 
to add to the club's carly-sca- 
son problems. 

With Wednesday having 
earned only’ one point from 
their first four games and about . 
to lose their Italian import j 
Benito Carbone to a three- 
match ban, their manager. I 
David Pleat, admitted: “Losing 
Booth is a big blow." 

The £2. 65m former Hudders- 
field forward damaged a knee in 
the 1-1 draw with'Wimbledon 
last Saturday. Although he was 
passed fil for the 7-2 defeat at 
Blackburn, he laid to go off dur- 
ing the first half. Carbone will be 
abie to play in Saturday’s home 
game against Leicester but is set 
to miss matches next month 
against Liverpool and Coventry 
plus a Coca-Cola Cup tie after 
being sent off at Ewood Park. 

The League of Wales dub 
Cwmbran Town have been 
forced to accept a five-figure 
loan from undisclosed sources 
to enable them to fulfil their Eu- 


ropean Cup-Winners' Cup pre- 
liminary round second lea 


liminarv round second leg 
match against National Bu- 
cu resit in Romania tonight. 

Cwmbran, beaten 5-2 in the 
first leg on their own ground two 
w eeks ago. took less titan £3,000 
on the gate and now face the 
prospect of paying around 
£15.1X10 in travel and accommo- 
dation expenses for the return. 

The Gwent club had been 
hoping to boost their revenue 
through television rights and the 
subsequent increase in spon- 
sorship and advertising, but 
those hopes ended when BBC 
Wales derided not to screen the 
match. .Although they will re- 
ceive £30.000 from Ltefa Tor tak- 
ing part in the competition, 
Cwmbran must wait until next 
summer for that monev. 












England’s Simon Parke-lost to 
Scotland's Martin Heath in the. 
biggest upset of the Cathay Pa- 
cific Hong Kong Open so far. 
Heath, last week’s Singapore 
Open champion and ranked 
20th in the world, won 15-5L 
15-7, 15-9 to knockout the fifth! 
seeded Englishman in the fircf. . 
round. ' 

Meanwhile, ihfi'world No 
Jansher Khan has said be wants -■ 
to win every title in the world 
at least 10 times before he re- 
tires. Jansher. 28, defeated 
Greece's Paul Gregory 15-2. 

15-12, 15^9 in the first round of 
the Hong Kong Open and is de- 2 r 
tennined to make up for last..- ^ 
year’s defeat in the final, where : 
he lost to Australia’s Rodnfey - ' ^ 
Eyles. - ••••. 

The Pakistani said the Hong , J- 
Kong event, which be has won 
seven times, was part of his plan •: j 
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to try and win as many titles as* 
possible and set records that 


Wm 'V 
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White charger Hugo Simon, of Austria, puts in some practice on Apricot D in preparation for the European Show Jumping Championships, 
accustoming himself to the arena in Mannheim, Germany, where competition begins today Report, page 21; photograph, Reuter 


possible and set records that 
would be almost impossible for 
future generations to better. 

Jansher already has sir 
British Open titles to his name 
and has won the World Open 
a record eight times. Jansher 
faces England’s Nicholas Taylor 
in the second round today. 

The defending champion. 
Eyles had to work bard to over- 
come Canada’s Graham Rvding 
15-17. 15-6, S-15, 15-1 1. 15-9 in 
the first round. England's Peter 
Marshall, the former world No 
2 who is making a comeback af- 
ter a lengthy absence, advanced 
to a second-round dash with 
Eyles after beating another 
Australian. Anthony Hill, 15-4, 
15-6, 35-3. Chris Walker, from 
Essex, the seventh seeded Eng- 
land No 1, went down 15-S. 
15-6,9-15. 15-13 to a fellow left- 
hander, Paul Johnson of Kent. 

Nottingham’s Peter Marshall 
progressed with a win over. 
Australia’s Anthony Hill, while 
Stephen Meads of Berkshire re- 
moved the French champion, 
Julien BonetaL in straight 
games. 

Johnson thought his win over 
Walker, who had confessed to 
an unaccountable nervousness 
in such an experienced player, 
was his best PSA World Tour 
performance. 

Taylor’s match against Jan- 
sher came courtesy of a 15-1 1, 
13-15, 10-15, 15-8, 15-13 win 
over the Irish champion Derek 
Ryan, with whom he trains in 
Manchester. 

Tbday Mark Chaloner of Lin- 
colnshire and Del Harris of Es- 
sex play each other, while Alex 
Gough of Whies plays Canada's 
Jonathon Power and the British 
champion. Mark Cairns of Ox- 
ford, meets Scotland's world No 
2, Peter Nieol. 
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Hill linked with move 
to Prost — at a price 


Motor racing 


Damon HID is being linked with 


the team headed by the former 
world champion, Alain Prost, as 




ACROSS 

It provides us with rain- 
bows, for instance (7) 
Fictitious quadrille 
dancer, maiden replacing 
large hood (7) 

TT .t.flnn'c cunnlipri hv OQ8 


23 Holding large volume, au- 
ditor gets sanctimonious 


about account (9) 
Right about new De 


25 Right about new Deputy 
Lieutenant having to 


to remove water from 

locks (4-5) 

See him wearing specie 
belt as protection tram 


world champion, Alain Prost, os 
his Formula One future reach- 
es make-or-break time. 

Prost, a former Williams 
team-mate of HilL is ready to 
sig n the current drivers’ champ- 
ion if the price is right. 

“I want the best driver pos- 
sible on condition that he is not 
too expensive. I have my bud- 
get and I am sticking to it.” the 
Frenchman said yesterday. 

The pair are expected to 
hold tails this week, with Hill’s 
asking price likely to be the cru- 
cial factor. 

After the Belgian Grand Prix 
at Spa-Francorchamps last 
weekend, Hill revealed that he 
had turned down an offer of 


£13m over two years from 
Sauber-Pfclronas and a £I-3m 
basic wage package and 
£650,000 win bonus from 
McLaren-Mercedes. 

The Arrows driver has also 
been linked with Jordan, but 
Eddie Jordan, the team owner, 
said yesterday that their accent 
on youth meant they would be 
keeping Giancarlo Fisichella 
and Ralf Schumacher next sea- 


son. 

Jordan is confident he can 
win his contract battle with 
Benetton over Fisichella. who 
underlined his potential with 
second place to Michael Schu- 
macher on Sunday. 

Prost was impressed with 
Hill’s ability when they were 
team-mates at Williams in 1993. 
the year the Frenchman re- 
tired after winning the champ- 
ionship for the fourth time. 


Despite agreeing an engine 
supply deal with Peugeot starl- 
ing next season and signing 
Olivier Panis for two more 
years, Prost said recently that his 
would not he an all-French 
team. 

An Anglo-French driving al- 
liance of Hill and Panis, cur- 
rently recuperating after 
breaking both his legs in Cana- 
da in June, would be an attrac- 
tive proposition. 

Hill could yet remain with Ar- 
rows, while Sauber are also 
willing to reopen negotiations, 
although they no longer see him 
as a priority to partner Johnny 
Herbert. 

Benetton remain a potential 
haven, especially if they lose out 
on Fisichella, although whether 
they can offer Hill a competi- 
tive package on and off the track 
is doubtful. 


Nut unril 1992 did the famous 
nyrnfi/iettes and chantcuse? of the Midi 
have a local wine to complement - 
their chic. It was fresh and s-picy, yer 
, stylish and refined - hut could 
t anything in good stay as good? In 
fc fact, say the critics, it got better as 
JL' James Herrick refined his blend of 
New World technology and Old 
World know-how in Languedoc 
||&k vineyards first used by the 
p igMB Romans. The result, this 
^ year, is a triumph: a wine 
good enough to 
provoke tin 
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„ Heating’s supphed by coal 
product most of wed thy 

10 ^St^tele^mtEMllsh 
commander enters IT) 

11 Dish made by girl bnked 
1 with the south-west, per- 

12 aS= 5 ^',^T uthto 

8 asssjgS * 


move laboriously (7) 

26 Flat fare available 
throughout Scotland (7) 

27 Go into a lecture, primari- 
ly about the intestinal sys- 
tem (7) 

28 Mislaid key - sorry not to 
finish deliveries (7) 

DOWN 

1 Rebellious group in 
France starting a battle (7) 

2 Sister taking care of veter- 
an fighter (7) 

3 Electrical connection in 
cubby hole? (5) 

4 Sporting type in gruelling 
match, say, ultimately 
beaten (9) . 

5 Scotsman going with a 
Welsh bird, exonc one (5) 

6 Uses powered mecha n i sm 


minor injuries (7) 

8 Manoeuvre for which it's 
necessary to leave space 

14 komnan, maybe? (4-5) 

16 Dreadfully dm around US 
city involves a police m an 
coming to house (9) 

17 Word of reassurance 
about alternative technoT . 
ogy in part of hospital (7) 

18 wnai may be current,hav- 
inga number? (7) 

20 Professional cricketer ex- 
pecting initially to get cer- 
tification of wul (7) 

21 Solutions producing raw- 
ness if misused (7) 

23 Church member turns up 

with fish basket (5) I 

24 Provide food that scon- | 
sumed. when in credit (5) i 


Barnett’s victory over county 


Cricket 


__ UnJu £l« SDL a Mam a * 1ur Pn "'- a 

> New*?*!* 3 ■ --..r hm.ii mm — 
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Derbyshire’s former captain, 
Kim Barnett, yesterday claimed 
a victory for “cricketers every- 
where" after winning his two- 
month dispute with the county. 
He was ready to take Der- 
byshire to an appeal hearing at 
Lord’s after they fined him 
£1,500 for making media state- 
ments made in the wake of 
Dean Jones' walk-nut in June. 

Derbyshire had banned their 
players from eommeniian on the 
former Australian Test plavcr s 
resignation but in a statement 
issued today, the club accepted 
that “it was inappropriate for of- 
ficers of the committee m im. 


fleers of the committee to im- 
P 0 ^' 3 1133 on players speaking 


to the media in such circum- 
stances. Players and committee 
agreed that players can make 
public statements as lung as they 
t*serye the new guidelines from 
the England and Whies Crick- 
et Board. The committee there- 
fore agree that Kim Barnett has 
never been in hrcach of his con- 
tract with the club." 

. £?? e \ X sa ' c ^ : "Tbk has es- 
tablished an important princi- 
ple for cricketers, not just here, 
nut everywhere." 

Derbyshire also faced up to 
the prospect of lasing their tal- 
ented batsman Chris Adams, 
who has repeatedly asked over 
the last Tour years for his release. 
The chairman. Vie BrownetL, 
said he had held “20 hours of 
talks" with Adams, his family 


and agent to Uy to get him 
to make a commitment to 
Derbyshire, but he was forced 
to admit: “I think it's unlikely 
he will stay." 

H Northamptonshire have 
held a further meeting with 
Shane Wame in their bid to per- 
suade the Australian leg-spinner 
to join the county. Toe club's 
chief executive, Steve 
Coverdale, and the chairman, 
Lynn Wilson, met Wime and his 
adviser, Austin Robertson. 
Northamptonshire have denied 




impromptu 
rendering of 
Sur leponr 
j J’Awgnon. 


S' Sail 




j '."V 


speculation that they offered 
whine the caotaincv. but are he. 


Vvhrae the captainq,', bul are be- 
lieved to he competing for the 
Australian's services along with 
Nottinghamshire. Lancashire 
and Sussex. 
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